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Church- Officers. 


90d, in his infinite Wiſdom, for 
his own Glory, and the Good of 
his People, appointed Officers in 
his Church, to be flaming Lamps 
to enlighten his People with Know- 
ledge of Divine Truths; and to let them ſee, 
That it is not enough to reſt on ſpeculative No- 
tions, which only ſwim in the Head, and is 
ready to ſwell the Soul with Pride and Self- 
conceit; but that they muſt be endued with 
practical Knowledge, that ſinks into the Heart, 
that humbles and purifies the Soul, and reforms 
the Life, and makes it bright and glittering, 
and rolls all the Powers of the Mind into a per- 
fect Serenity, Calm neſs and Tranquillity. 
25 a ©" "They 


They are alſo to bear Rule in his Church; 
which. muſt be according to the ſacred Stan- 
dard that * the Head of that Body, the Church, 
hath left for a Pattern to copy after. They are 
to ſee that we pay that Tribute of Obedience to 
our great Creator and gracious Benefactor, that is 
due unto him. There are three Kinds of Officers 
that God hath appointed in his Church, as Mi- 
niſters, Elders and Deacons. I ſhall ſpeak con- 
cerning the Duties and Qualifications of each 
of theſe, in their proper Place. 
We may warrantably affirm, That there are 
but two Sorts of Church-Officers, as Elders and 
Deacons: But then we muſt divide the Elders 
into thoſe that are Preaching and Ruling El- 
ders, and into thoſe that are only Ruling El- 
ders; which comes all to one Purpoſe. 
I come to ſpeak concerning the Minifter. 
I. I ſhall ſhew that it is an Office of Divine 
Inſtitution. 2. Shew the Call to this Office, 
and ſome Evidences of it. 3. I ſhall lay be- 
fore you the Qualifications a Miniſter ſhould be 
clothed with; and I ſhall lay open his Duties. 
4. I ſhall give you ſeveral Methods for compo- 
ſing Divine Diſcourſes, 5. I ſhall ſhew the 
Duties of the People to their Miniſter. _ 
I return to the firſt of theſe, which is, to 
-ſhew, That the Office of the Miniſtry hath the 
Stamp of Divine Authority; which J ſhall 
- prove againſt the Quader. If God appointed 
ſome Perſons to the Work of the Miniſtry, 
then the Office muſt be lawful; But God ap- 
pointed ſome for that Office; not only the A- 
poſtles, but the Seventy Diſciples, Evangel iſts, 
: FT} AG e | e Prophets, | 


* Col. 1. 18. 0 


Prophets, whoſe Call and Gifts were extraordi-. 


nary; but other ordinary Paſtors and Teachers, 


who were not infallible, whom the Sacred Scrip- 
tures affirm to be as truly by Divine Inſtitu- 
tion, as the former (a). The Names that are 
19575 to Miniſters, in Scripture, ſhews that 
their Office is of Divine Inſtitution ; They are 


called Biſhops, which ſignifies, Overſeers. I 


need not mention their being Rulers, Gover- 


nors (59, which ſeems fo be the ſame with 


Biſhop. They have the Title of Paſtors (c), 
Ambaſſadors (a4), Angels (e), Labourers in 
ae. 0 
The Lord hath made ſpecial and peculiar 
Promiſes to Miniſters, Lo, I am with you alway, 
ven to the End of the World (g). The Promiſe 
of ſpecial Aſſiſtance (); The Promiſe of the 
7 951 15 the Keys (i); and to ſympathize with 
them (40. | pr 
| Chin requires peculiar diſtin& Duties from 
the People, in Reference to their Miniſters , 
which ſhews, That their Office is of Divine In- 


ſtitution. They are called to know and acknow- 


ledge theſe that are over them in the Lord (; 


highly to eſteem them in Love for their Work's 
Sake (mn); to obey and encourage them (u); 


to maintain them (o); and to pray for them (). 
On the other Hand, we find, That there are. 
particular Duties that God require of Miniſters, 


that he doth not require of others, as their tak- 


a Ts 


| (a) 1Cor, 12. 28 Eph. 4. 11. (b) Heb. 13. 7» 17. (c) John 
21. 16, 17. (d) 2 Cor. 5. 19, 20. (e) Rev. 1. 20. (f) 1 Cor. 
3. 9. Matth. 20 1. Matth. 9. 27, 38. 1 Cor. 3. 6. (g) Matth. 


26. 20. (+) 2 Cor. 3. 5. 6, Matth. 10. 17, 18. (i) Matth. 16, 


19. (k) Luke 10. 16. John 13. 20. () 1 Theſl. 5. 12. (%) 
1 87 13. ( Heb. 13+ * (e) Ga), 6. 6, (20 2 Theſſ. 3. Is 


11 
ing of ſpecial Care of the Church of God (). 
They are to preach the Word, and rebuke (r); | 
adminiſter the Sacraments ('s); and to ordain 
others to the Work of the Miniſtry (um). It is 
an Office that is and will be always neceſſary 
for the gathering in of the Elect; and for 
ſtrengthning and upholding of thoſe that are 
brought in (u)). „ 
I come now to the ſecond Head in the Me- 
thod, which is, to lay before you the Call of 
one to undertake that ſacred Office. It is dan- 
gerous to run to that holy Function without 
God's Call to the fame. Now, the Call of Gd 
is two-fold. 1. Ordinary. 2. Extraordinary, 
The ordinary Call is that which God uſeth moſt 
frequently in the Courſe of his Providence. 
This Call is two-fold, 1. Internal; and, 2. Ex- 
ternal. The Internal Call is, when a Man finds 
himſelf, in ſome Meaſure, fitted with Endow- 
ments ſuitable for that Office ; and finds an Im- 
pulſe and Force upon his Soul, bending the 
{ame to undertake that Office, only for the 
Advancement of God's Glory, and the Good of 
Souls. Thoſe that deſign for the Miniſtry, 
they ſhould endeavour to ſee if they have God's 
Call to that Office. It is not a Truſt that a 
Man may take up at Pleaſure. Tho' a Man 
have competent Abilities and Qualifications for 
the ſame; yet this will not warrant a Man to 
take upon him any Office of pnblick Truſt, 
far leſs one of the higheſt Truft in the Nation, 
OD without 
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(9) 1 Tim. 3. 5. 1 Pet. 5, 2, 3. (r) 2 Tim. 4. 2. 2 Tim. 2. 23. 
(-) Matth. 28. 19. 1 Cor. 11. 13, (5) 1 Tim. 4. 14. (a) Eph. 
2. 3. I Cor. 2+ 14. Eph, 4. 11, 12, 13. I Pet. 3. 21. 1 COL, 4. 1. 

x Fet, 4» 10. 0 ; ; | 8 ; . c 
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without the King's Commiſſion, or from them 


that are clothed with Authority from the ſu- 


preme Power for that Effect: So it is here the 


Apoſtle plainly ſheweth, That he did not diſ- 


penſe the Goſpel of his own Head, but by vir- 
tue of his Commiſſion from Chriſt (u). 


IT he External Call of a Miniſter, to take the 


Overſight of a Congregation, was by the holy 
People, with the Suffrage of Miniſters ; and 
this was the primitive Cuſtom, as Euſebius 
faith (w). Gprian tells us; That the Faithful 


in Rome. met to chooſe a Biſhop; the whole 


Body of the People were called together, that 
he might be elected before all their Eyes, and 
by Suffrage of the whole Fraternity (x), Their 
Suffrage or Conſent ſeems to have been eviden- 
ced by their lifting up of their Hand, As 14. 23. 
The Word is, Xaporovioxureg; it ſignifies chooſ- 
ing by Suffrages, as the Manner of the Grecians 
was, by ſtretching out, or lifting up of the 
Hand. We ſee the Apoſtles were careful to 
maintain the Nene Right in chooſing of 
Church Officers, 
At, 15. 22. 2 Cor. 8. 19, 23. Aas 6. 2, 3. 
PP POLL OOF LOOT NE 3 
Boeꝛa calls it a Grievance to the Church, the 
People's being deprived of their Suffrage ()). 
 Gyprian ſhews, That he was choſen by the Suf- 
frage of the whole Church of Carthage (z). Ter- 
tullian ſhews, That the Miniſter was choſen by 
their Suffrage (a). Gregory Nazianzen, in a Fu- 
neral Sermon made on his Father, diſcourſeth 
5 33. much 


( Tit. Io 3. 1 Theſl. 2. 4. 2 Tim. 2. 2. (w) Euſeb, lib. 1. 
cap. 6. cap. 29, (x) Cyp. lib. 2. Ep. 3. Ep. 68. (5) Bex Conf, 
Fid. cap. 35. () cp. Ep. 3. (a) Tertui. Aol. cap. 36. | 


As 15. 23, 26. Ads 13.1, 2. 


. 6 Þ : 
much on the People's Right of Suffrage (6). 
Hierom 05 Ambroſe (d), Theodorus, mention 
an Epiſtle from the famous Council of Nice in 
Egypt, in which are theſe Words, Dignum ft 
vos poteflatem habere, & eligendi quemlibet, & 
eorum nomina dandi quem Clero ſunt digni; and 
after it is ſaid, Populus elegerit. Syn. Conſtanti- 


nopolit. in an Epiſtle to Damaſus, and others, 


ſhew, That they had ordained Ne&arms, cuncta 
. decernente pariter civjtate ; and that they had or- 
dained Flavianus, omni Eccleſia pariter decer- 
nente. And allo it is required, by the Council 
of Carthage, That a Biſhop be ordained cum o- 
mnt conſenſu Clericorum & Laicorum. And, in 
the Third Council of Carthage, Can. 22. Nullus 
ordinetur Clericus fine Epiſcopi examinatione, & 
Populi teſtimonio. And alſo, in the Tenth Ca- 
non of the Council of Cabilloneus, which was in 
the Middle of the Seventh Century, hath theſe 
Words, Si quis Epiſcopus, de quacungque Ctvitate, 
ſuerit defunctus, & non ab uliis, niſi a Comprovincial- 
tbus Clero C wih, alterius habeatur Electio; 
fin autem aliter ſiet, ejus Ordinatio irrita habeatur. 
Here they make Ordination void without a Po- 
pular Call. Many Reformed Churches exclaim 
againſt thruſting into the Church one to be a 
Miniſter, without a Popular Call, See the Se. 
cond Book of Dꝛſcipline, Cap. 3. Our Church | 
doth ſtrenuouſly ſtand up for the ſame, and 
hath always done. The Papiſts have, in ſeve- 
ral Councils, vigorouſly maintained the People's 


Ms. 
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cp. de Sacerdot io, lib, 4. (e) Hirrom, Ep. ad Nuſtic. Moni: 


ehum, fol. 292. (4 Aiabroſe Ep. 8 2. (yp. lib, 1. Ep. 4, & 68. 
Auguſt. Ep. 100, Les I. Ep. 96. Socrat, lib, 4. cap. 30, & lib. go 


cap. 2. Poſſidon in Vita Aug. Caps 4. 
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Right to chooſe their'own Paſtor (c); ; as alſo 
nin the Council of Mogunt and Mentz; In the 
Decrees of the Pope's; it is a Canon Law, That 
the People have a Hand in the Election of their 
= Miniſter. 5 
lt was not Eſſential the Biſhops: —.— 
ther; nor his Conſent Eſſential ; and conſe- 
quentially it follows, that there no Need of Re- 
ordaining of Miniſters that are ordained with- 
out a Biſhop, and that Ordination is valid with- 
out him, as is evident from Sacred Scripture, 
and ancient Records. Gelas aſſerteth, That Preſ- 
byters ordain, tho? the Biſfiop-· be not preſent. 
Ambroſe ſaith the ſame. You may ſee plenty of 
Inſtances advanced by the Learned Biſhop H- 
lingſleet. Tho that the Kingdom of Scotland 
did early receive the Chriſtian Faith; yet there 
Was no Epiſcopal Ordination in that Church be- 
fore the Lear 430, and that they were inſtru- 
fed: without a Biſhop, Their Teachers per- 
formed all the Parts of the miniſterial Function 
(g). Ambroſe was choſen by the Citizens of 
Milan, Flavus by thoſe of Antioch, and _ 
Joſtom by the Conflantinopolitanians.'' + 
1590 Extraordinary Call to the Minidry, pr pro- 
ceeds immediately from God, without God's 
making uſe of Vm as an Inftrument; a8 _ 
the Call of the Prophets, Jahn the Baprift, and 
of the Apoſtles, Cal. T. I. John 1. 33. 
He that deſigns to betake himſelf to the Mi- 
nfivrict Office, ſhould look to God for his in- 
- ward and out ward Providential Call Wang) in 
S l ee eee 


7 ha FT of. Trent, 171775 IT TE cap. 12, T3, 7 Teil. pray 
228 Ep. ad. Orthodox. See Swecf P. 24. Couuc: = B. il. | 
T. 380, 381. 000 see Fordan's Sceff Chron” libs * 61 


Order to have full Satisfaction this Way, he 
ſhonld ſubmit himſelf to thoſe whoſe Work it 
is to try, examine, ordain and ſend forth others 
to ſerve Chriſt in preaching the Goſpel. None 
ſhould take upon them that Office, but ſuch as 
are called (+). Chrift did not come till he was 
ſent of the Father. The Nature of the Miniſtry 
requires it, for they are God's Legates and Am 
baſſadors (i), God is wroth with thoſe that go 
without a Call, it is a Breach of the good Order 
of the Church, for none were to go out to that 
Office (H, neither under the Old (1) nor New 
Jeſtament (m) without a Call. It is moſt con- 
ſiſtent with the Glory of God, the Safety and 
Good of the Church: Such as have the Power 
of trying him, are to ſee if he has a competent 
Meaſure of Natural and acquired Gifts, as is 
neceſſary for One of that Station, a Scholar by 
Study and Pains, and a true Chriſtian as to 
Grace, Experience, Piety, and of a ſound 
| | Mind not a' Novice (1). MY rr 
| © TI ſhall give ſome Evidences of a Call to the 
- Miniftry.. 1. It may be known by a Perſon's 
Qualifications for that Office, he qualifies and 
fits all he ſends forth to carry his Meſſage, as 
he did the Prophets and Apoſtles ( 0 9). He endues 
with an Aptneſs to teach (Y, to commu- 
nicate to others (q). He gives them Grace (r), 
acquaintance with the Scriptures (/), and of 
r neee e an 
! (6) Heb. $152.18. 3. 2. (i) 2 Cor. 5. 20. 1 Cox. 4. 1. (60 2 I 
Tim. 2. 3. 5 23. 21 (1) Iſa, 6. 8. Jer. I. 4, 5. Iſa. 6. 1, 2. 
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m) Luke 4. 18. John 20. 21. Rom. 1. 1. Gal 1. 1. 1 Tim, 
3s 6, 7. Tit: 2, f. (#) 1 Tim. 3. 2. (O r Cor. 72. 8.2 Tim. 


ken. 4+ 1% fz. (J) Luke 24+ 32, 455 46, 45. 


| thoſe that have the Power of irying, and laying 


X 9 — — 


| (t) 1 Tim. PE 14. (4) Ads 11. 24. Tit. 3. . | 
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Human Literature that is fitting for the ſame, 


2. He may know his Call, by his Inclinations 


being ſo bent, that he deſigns to proſecute the 
ſame over the Belly of all Difficulties that may 
ſtand in his Way, and labours to grow in 


Holineſs, Grace, and is diligent in the Uſe of 
all lawful Means to fit for the ſame, and after 
he has been frequent with God by Faſting and 
Prayer for his Direction, and after all, he ſtill 


finds his Inclination bending to that Office, 
having nothing in View but the Glory of God 


and the good of Souls. 3. When Providence 


concurs with all theſe, and he is ordained by 


of the Hands on for that End; he may wit 


Peace of Conſcience exerciſe his Gifts in the 
Station of a Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


Ne May not a private Perſon preach 


Pub ickly? Anſwer, No, for Chriſt hath ap- 


pointed none for the edifying of the Body of 


Chriſt but Paſtors and Doffars ; for none 

bath a Power of binding and looſing by the 
preaching of the Word, but ſuch as are ſent, 
which ſending was by laying on of the Hands 
of the Presbytery (t). 


When a Miniſter is favoured with Clearneſs 


as to his Call, then with Confidence he may 


endeavour to perſwade his People, that he is the 
Ambaſſador of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 4. 1. 2 Cor. 5. 20. 
3. I come to ſhew the Qualifications of a 
Miniſter. A Miniſter ought to be a good Man, 
endued with all Moral and Evangelical Virtues 


(), ſhining with all the Graces of the Spirit of 


God, 


_ 


das 


God, and with Purity and Holineſs, regulating 
his Life and Converſation according to the ſa- 


cred Standard of God's Word, that ſo his Hear- 
ers may not have it to ſay to him, Phyſician 
Heal thy ſelf: It heſhould commend Virtue and 


run down Vice in the moſt agreeable Form, and 


with- the moſt pungent Arguments, with the 
Height and ter delt 

vour and Warmth of Imagination; Conſcience 
will ſtare him in the Face, (if he be vitious and 
Impious) and lay his Guilt before him; and if 
his Wickedneſs has taken Air in the World, 
and is known to his Hearers, it will mightily 


mar their Edification, it cannot be thought that 
he acts by the Spirit of God, that has not the 


Spirit reſiding in him. Our Lord ſays to his 
_ Diſciples, Ie are the Light of the World; there- 


fore it well becomes Miniſters to ſhine in their 


Example, which is more effe&ual than Precept. 


Jo preach ſo as to edify, your Life muſt be a- 


bove Reproach, and the Hearers muſt have an 
Opinion of your Probity. An unblemiſhed 


Conſcience will inſpire the Soul with Vigour 
and Life, to exhort and reprove as it becomes 
an Ambaſſador of Chriit ; it will enforce your 
Sermon with Vivacity and Sweetneſs. A Mini- 


ſter ſhould Carry himſelf well at all Times, in 


the Pulpit, and out of it. In the Fakir, he 


ſhould behave as it becomes the Ambaſſador of 


Chriſt, whoſe Meſſage he ſhould bring with 
Gravity, Sertouſneſs, Plainneſs, Grace, Elo- 
quence, Prudence, Delectableneſs and Boldneſs, 
not fearing the Face of any Man in the Diſ- 
charge of his Office, who will not out of Fear 
or fervile Compliance, balk any Truth or Du- 


Strain of Eloquence, Fer-- 
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ty, reckoning ſtill that he ſhould obey God 
rather than Men. He ſhould always carry him- 


{elf Religiouſly, walking humbly with God, 
righteonſ{ towards Men, and charitably towards 
the Poor 60 He ſhould not be Moroſe, or Stoi- 
cal in his Converſation, he ſhould be of an o- 
bliging ſweet and winning Temper to all, not 


eſteeming the loweſt below his Regard, nor the 


higheſt above his Concern; and yet rendring 
Honour to whom Honour 1s due, and Obedience 
to whom the ſame is due. Not ſoon angry, nor 
ſoon put out of due Temper. No Railer or 
Striker, nor promoter of Faction, Sedition or 


Strife, preferring the publick Good to his own 


rivate Intereſt, living above the Cenſures and 
1 ee of others, for he is careful to recom- 
mend himſelf to the Conſciences of all Men in 
Well-doing; yet where Men allow themſelves 


” 


to cenſure unjuſtly or uncharitably, from Pre- 


judice, Paſſion or Emulation, he values ſuch 
Sufferings little, ſeeing he has the Teſtimony 
of a good Conſcience to comfort him. A Mini- 
ſter ſhould ſhun all Appearance of Evil, he 


muſt not only. abſtain from Drunkenneſs, but 
from Tipling, from Taverns, Ale-houſes, ex- 


cept on urgent Occaſions, and to ſtay no longer 


than Occaſion' demands. He is to abſtain from 


ungrave, ſinful Recreations. He is not to give 


too much of his Time to any Recreation. 


A Miniſter ſhould be of ſhining Converſati- 


on, advancing the Honour of his Profeſſion by 
_ exemplary Piety (3). A Miniſter's unbecom- 


ing Carriage gives a dreadful Wound to the 


Goſpel, and is a Skreen for the Looſe and Pro- 


$ 
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(*) Rom. 13. 7. (3) Mal, 2. 7, 8, 9. 


Jer. 10. 275 ; 7. 
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fane to skulk under to cover their Wickedneſs, 
and to look uponthem as diſingenuous in their 
Doctrine, and it deeply ſinks the Eſteem of that 
holy Order (2). To perform that Office to Ad- 
vantage, he ought to behave himſelf well with- 
. outOffence, ſhewing himſelf a Pattern of Piety, 
that ſo his People may conclude, that he firmly 
believes what he teaches, and that he looks on 
himſelfas bound to follow all thoſe Rules that 


he lays before them. This will be a Mean to 


ſtore their Souls with high Eſteem and flaming 
Love to him and his Doctrine. His Thoughts 

ſhouldcarry himHeavenwards,and as it weretran- 
ſlate him into thoſe upper Regions. He ſhould 
be always careful of preſerving his Reputation, 
yet without 7 8 obſerving a due Temper 
between the deſpiſing the Cenſures of the Mul- 
titude, and the ſervile courting Applauſes : He 
ſhould have a perpetual Gravity and Deco- 
rum in his Deportment, that he fall not under 
publick Cenſure. He muſt never wander out 


of Sight of Religion, nor ſuffer his Soul to for- 


Divine Matters. He muſt not forget his 


et 
Duty to God, nor to his Fellow- Creatures, and 


that his Sins will be more highly aggravated 


than the Sins of others. A Miniſter ſhould ſet 

a bleſſed Jeſus as a Pattern to walk by in all his 

imitable Perfections (a), who ſhin'd in Meek- 

neſs, Humility, Charity, e Self. 
e 


denyal, and in Obedience, which he preſſes up- 
on his Followers. Thoſe amiable Virtues have 
luſtrious and attractive Charms in them, which 
draw forth the Hearts of Hearers to them, and 


enforce 


| (z) ie 2, 9; 9. (a) Matth 4. 23. Acts 20. 24. Rom. 15. 19. 


1 Col. I, 2. 
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enforce their Doctrines. If he has got a good 
Character in the World, he ſhould ſedulouſly 
endeavour to keep up the ſame, that ſo his Glo- 
ry acquired do not vaniſh into the Smoke of De- 
teſtation (H). What Seneca hath ſaid concerning 
many Philoſophers, may be ſaid of a vitious 
Miniſter, you would think they ſpoke their own 
Mind, in declaiming againſt Lewdneſs and 
Ambition, yet muſt you look on them as PH 
ficians whoſe Boxes have the Titles of wholſome 
Medicines written on them, which contain only 

A Miniſter ſhould be one that is much taken 
up in Faſting and Prayer for a Bleſſing on his 


Labours, (c) and for the conſtant Aſſiſtance of the 


Spirit, and lively Impreſſion of Divine Matters, 
and that the hardeſt and moſt difficult Parts of 
it may be made eaſy and ſweet, and ſucceſsful 


in anſwering the End of the Miniftry. He 


ſhould endeavour to have his Soul brought u 

to the uttermoſt Stretch of Fervour and Seriouf- 
neſs, guarding againſt wandring of the Heart, 
while addreſſing the Searcher thereof who is 


Omniſcient, and he ſhould have a deep Senſe 


of the Things he prays for, and a holy Submiſſi- 


on to the Will of God, and Confidence in him, 


(c), that he will ſend none forth on their own 
Charges. Prayer ſhould be frequently every 
Day Fis Work, but he ſhould ſet apart a Day of 
the Week for the more ſolemn Performance of it. 

A Miniſter when he 1s to appear in Publick 


as an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, he ſhould endea- 
vour to have his Spirit deeply imprefled with 


| „ OO 
(b) Seneca De Ben: libs 4. cap. 21, (e) Eph. 1. 5. Thi. 4. 19. (4) 
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the Majeſty of God, whoſe Meſſage he is to bear 
to his People, and he ſhould act Dependence on 
him for Succeſs in his Labours, for it is only 
his Countenance that can make Endeavours to 
proſper. V . 
A Miniſter ſhould devote and give up him- 
ſelf to the Lord in Covenant; for he is under a 
double Relation to God, both as-a Chriſtian, and 
as an Ambaſſador of Chrif's,. for the very Na- 
ture of the miniſterial Work ſuppoſes an Agree- 
ment between God and him, whoſe Servant he 
is: The Miniſter at his Ordination is folemnly 
engaged to the Service of God in that Station; 
but I mean, that he ſhould perſonally in Private 
devote himſelf to the Lord. Tam not alone in 
this Opinion, ſee the Learned Mr. Fleming (e) 
concerning the Miniſterial Work, | 
A Miniſter ought not to be of a Haughty 
peeviſh Temper, an impatient inſolent Diſpo- 
ſition is uneaſy to One's ſelf, and to all that 
they are converſant with, and will render him 
unſucceſsful in his Labours. He muſt lay his 
Account to bear Injuries, unjuſt Cenſures, Ca- 
lumnies, and to ſee himſelf neglected, and o- 
thers preferred to him. Often Times Men of 
eminent and ſhining Parts are neglected, for 
want of Greatneſs of Soul to aſpire, and power- 
ful Friends to ſupport them, when Men of far 
lower Size are vreferred. He muſt ſtudy to 
deſerve Preferment, but he muſt wait patiently 
on a wiſe God's Time for conferring the ſame. 
He muſt never endeavour to raiſe himſelf on 
the Ruins of others. An Air of Modeſty, run- 
ning through the whole Behaviour of a _ 5 
- | | f | „ 


(e) FP. 20g, 210, 217, 212) 213, 214, 215, 216, 
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Courage, Patience, Gentleneſs and Softnels, that 


fer, is moſt amiable and engaging, and where 
that does not appear, he loſes his Character, and 
contradicts his ſacred Profeſſion, and 71 870 
ve 


himſelf to Contempt. A Miniſter ſhould 


his Converſation Grave, Serious, not Light 


and Frothy, Worldly or Vain and trifling, re- 
membring always that he muſt give an Account 
in the Day of Judgment, of all his Words 


Thoughts and Actions. He ſhould ſtill be drop- 


x" + 


ut let it ſtill be done with the height of Pru- 


| ins in every Company fome Thing edifying; 


dence, and with a friendly grave and pleaſant 
Air. I do not mean that Miniſters are to con- 
fine themſelves always to what is Spiritual; 
Jo innocent Recreations are neceſſary: for the 

Health of our Bodies, and that Miniſters who 


are called Fiſhers of Men, may have Opportu- 
nity to busk their Hooks with Guile, that they 


may catch Souls to Chrif, I mean no farther 


here, than what the Apo/ile doth in his ſaying, 
He became all Things to all Men, that he 957 
gain them to Chriſt. Humility is a bright Orna- 
ment for a Miniſter, a Foil to thoſe they are 


converſant with, when uſed in an obliging 
Manner; it ſhews a true Sterling. Judgment, 
whereas a proud ſtarched Way over-clouds and 
obſcures a Man's brighteſt Perfections, and ren- 
ders him deſpicable, and cools Peoples Affecti- 


on towards him, and it makes the Lamp of his 


Profeſſion burn dim, when he finds that he 
lives not om the Breath of Popular Air. It is 
an Eye-ſore to him to he overſhadowed by the 
brightneſs of others. : | 


A Miniſter ſhould be endued with Prudence, 


may 
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may fit him to bear Injuries, to endure Con- 
tempt, or to treat People with that Mildneſs 
that Chriſt has enjoyned his Followers. A ſoured 
fretful and ſpiteful Temper doth great Miſe 
chief, when it burſts forth and taketh Air, both 

to him that is under the Power of it, and to the 
Church it gives great Offence and Scandal, the 
Smoke of it will darken all his ſhining Quali- 


 fications ; and even although he is Maſter of ſo 
much Prudence, as not to {ſuffer the ſame to 


take Vent, but keeps the ſame boiling in his 


Breaſt, it throws him into dreadful Uneaſineſs, 
and unfits him for Duties, and is offenſive to 


God who is the Searcher of the Heart, and will 
narrowly ſcan our Thoughts in the Day of 


Judgment. All do agree, that a cool Spirit is 


the much fairer Way to gain Proſelytes than a 
fierce One; for a boiſterous Way is apt to be 
ſuſpected as a Deſign to expoſe and inſult. 
A Miniſter ſhould have his Soul richly ſtored 
with Zeal for God's Glory and the Honour of 


the Chriſtian Religion, the good of the Souls 
of Men, to reſcue them from endleſs Miſery, 
and a ſincere Deſire to put them in the Way to 


endleſs Happineſs ; and for this End, he ſhould 
ſpend the whole of his Time, and he ſhould 
ard againſt every Thing that may have the 
eaſt Tendency to divert him from the ſame, 
as his involving himſelf in Civil Affairs. For 
no Man can ſerve two Maſters For he will ei- 
ther hate the one, or love the other, or cleave to 


the one, or 4 5 the other. Let every one conti- 
ocation in which he is called. A 


tue in the 


Miniſters Soul ſhould burn with Zeal againſt 
the dark Clouds of Errors, which are unlucki- 


ly 


| „ 
1y raiſed; and alas many that are under the 
dns Light of the Goſpel, are fond of the gloomy 
covering of the Night of Ignorance. May the 
Lord draw by the. Vail of their Guilt, 4nd 
make a Diſplay of his attractive Excellency, 
that their Eyes may ſee the King in his: Beau- 
ty, and that their Souls may be allured to flee 
on the Wings of Faith and Love to him, who 
is the everlaſting Spring of Comfort, and the 
Air A A HED... 
A Miniſter: is not to have Views to the. 
Things of this World, in his betaking himſelf 
to that Office, as the Author of the Chriſtian 
Eloquence faith, Pag. 46. That is altogether 
 & prophane, they are fond of producing them- 

Sy Gives, are impatient to get a Name, and to 
„ diſtinguiſh themſelves in the Eyes of the 
„World: for which Purpoſe; the Pulpit, they 
Le think; is a very proper Theatre. How 
«© many are there who. preach only with 
& this Hope of making their Fortune? He 
ſhould ſeriouſty conſider his Views and Pur- 
poſes ; if they are directed for the Advance- 
ment of God's Glory, and the good of Souls, 
this ſhould always be their Deſign, and they 
ſhould have this in their Eye in all their Ser- 
mons, and in every Part of their miniſterial 

Work: If this is not their End; all their fine 
Qualities will vaniſh into Smoke, and they 
may be afraid that God in his righteous Judg- 

ment will baffle their Deſigns, and make them 
abortive: Yea, they may be afraid of everlaſt- 
ing Damnation. He who ſeeketh not his own 
Honour, he is ready * with the lie 
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(a) We preach not our ſelves, but Chrift Jeſus the 


Lord, and our ſelves: your Servants: for Jeſus Sake. 
A Miniſter ſhould not ſtand upon yielding 
- his Life for Ghriff's Sake, when called to it. 
one of theſe Things move me, neither count 1 


my Life dear unto my ſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my 


Courſe with joy, and the Miniftry which 1 have 


_ recerved of the Lord Jeſus (b). 


| Whilff I mention this Duty, I ſay that all 


Chriſtians, as well as Miniſters, ought rather to | 


ſuffer,then to paſs by or deny any of the Truths 
of God; I mean not only the Weightier and Fun- 
damental, but even all the Truths of God that 
are held forth in the Scriptures : For every one 
of them are of more Value than Millions of 
Lives; a ſmall Breach makes Way for a grea- 
= 170 VVV 
Queſt. May not a Miniſter uſe lawful Means 
for the Preſervation of his Life, as flying in 


Time of Perſecution? 


Anſw. It is clear that a Man may, and ought 
to uſe all lawful Means for the Preſervation of 
his Life, as Flight in Time of Perſecution ; yet 


it is not lawful at all Times to flee in Time of 


Perſecution. That Miniſters may, at ſome 
Time, flee in Time of Perſecution, we have 
Chriſt's command for it (c), and Examples of 
the Saints doing ſo, both under the Old and 


Ne Teftaments, as Facob's fleeing from Eſau (a), 


Moſes out of Egypt (e), Obadiab's hiding a Hun- 
der Prophets from the Fury of Jexabel (V, 


Elijab fled to Horeb (g). And under the Næu 


(% 2 Cor. 4. 5. (b) Ads 20. 24, Phil. 1. 20. (/) Mat. 1, 23. 


n _— 


( Gen. 27. (e) Exod. 2, Heb, 11. 27. (f) 1 Kings 18, 13. (2) 


1 Kings 19. 3. 


[19 ] 
| Teflament we read of Paul's Flight (), and of 
Chrift's Flight (7). _ „ 
There are Times when a Miniſter may not 
_ flee, when he finds that there is hope of his do- 
ing good by Preaching (HD. If the Perſecuti- 
A 


on be againſt the whole Church, he is not to 


flee, for the Strong are called to ſtrengthen 


the Weak ; but if it be againſt a Paſtor's Per- 
fon, he ought to flee, if his Flight tend to the 
Peace of the Church; yet he is not to lay 
down his Charge, but he is to return as ſoon as 
he finds it for God's Glory and the good of 


the Church. When God in his Providence o- 


pens a Door to eſcape Danger, we are to reve- 

rence it, and not to tempt the fame, We find 

12 | \- 9; the Angel ſet Peter at Liberty, he - 
ed (1). TY £ ; | ; 
A Miniſter muſt not think, That at his Plea- 


fare he may lay down his Office; he is a Per- 


ſon that is ſolemnly devoted to the Lord, to 
ſerve him in that Station, ſo nothing that is 
devoted muſt be alienated; it is the Height of 
Sacrilege to leave the Work of the Miniſtry 


as long as they are able to ſerve in that Sta- 


tion; and when Providence unfits a Man for 


performing his Office, he ſhould demit time- 
ouſly, or provide an Aſſiſtant that is acceptable 
to his People (in). 35 955 


A Miniſter, muſt look on his Work as dan- 
gerous, when they do not adminiſter the ſame 
aright. We have a dreadful Threatning againſt 
them that give Offence, That it were better that 


a Milflone were tied about their Neck, and thrown *:: 


7 


(6) A= 9. 2% 29. 16, (0 Joh. 10. 39. (i) Ads 18. 10, % 
Acts 12. 7. (m) 1 Tim. 4. 16. 13, 14 5 * 5 
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with it into the Depth of the Sea, than that they 
ſhould offend one. of Chriſt's little Ones (n). Now, 


ſeing that there is ſo ſevere a Threatning for 


offending of one, what muſt there W 
thoſe that offend; many? We have à ſevere 
Threatning againſt thoſe Miniſters that do not 
warn People of their Sins and Danger (o). It 
is alfo dangerous for the People to have negli- 
gent and unfaithful Miniſters over them. Ma- 
ny thundering Judgments, are denounced. a- 
gainſt the unfaithful Prieſts under 
and poured out upon them (yt. 
A Miniſter is not to look on his Work as 
eaſie. Feremiah ſays, Lord, behold I cannot 
ſpeak, for I am a Child (). And Faul ſays, 
Who is ſufficient for theſe Things (r). It is un- 
eaſie to plumb the unfathomable Depths of the 
Goſpel, and to open thefe in a mixt Multi- 
tude, and it is no ſinall Matter to bring them 
home to Mens Conſciences, by a true and ex- 


act Application; it will require the higheſt 


Flights of à raiſed and ſanctified Imagination, 
the quickeſt Contrivance of a lively Invention, 
the greateſt Depth of a critical Judgment, the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt ready Memory, warm Af- 
fection, and clear Goſpel Elocution. It is no 
ſmall Matter to ſpeak to the moſt High God, 

as the Mouth of many Hundreds; where there 


1s great variety of Caſes and Circumſtances, It 
is not eafy to exerciſe Diſcipline: Nor is it 


eaſy 
(n) Mat 18. 6. (% Ezek. 3. 7, 18. (o) Lev. 10 2. 1 Sam. 2. 
4. IIa. 36. 10. Jer. 52. 8. Hof. 4. 1, 2. 6. Ezek. 14. 14. Jer. 
6. 13. Joel 2. 17. Zech. 11. 13, Jer. 23. 22. Vet. 11. Ver. 48. 


Mal. 2 1. Jer. 3. 15. Ezek. 3. 17. & 33. 7. & 22. 26. & 34. 2, 3, 
To. Dan. 12. 3. (7) Jer. 1. 3. () a Cor. 16. Chap. 3. 5. 2 Tim. 
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ealy to viſit the Sick, and to ſpeak to them 
and pray for them, as Perſons ſtepping into E- 
ternity: Nor is it eaſy to inſtruct the Igno- 
rant, and to reſolve the Scruples of an afflicted 
Mind: Nor is it eaſy to convince Gain-ſayers, 
and to defend the Goſpel Truths againſt all Ad- 
verſaries. It is a Bodily waſting Office, ſedu- 


Tous Studies ſpend the animal Spirits, together 
with a fedentary Life ; for while by cloſe think- 


ing the Spirits are drawn up into the Brain, 

the reſt of the Body muſt turn weak for want 
of animal Spirits to Perform, Digeſtion and 
Chilification, The - wiſe Man ſays, That much 
Study ts a wearineſs, Eccl.” 12. 12. A Miniſter 


has a great Truſt committed to him, As the 


Souls of his People, the Key of Doctrine and 


Diſcipline of God's Church, the Goſpel and 


all Gofpel Ordinances : He is Chriſt's Ambaſ- 
ſador, and muſt keep cloſe to his Commiſſion 
and Inſtructions, he muſt obſerve all that is 
commanded him (s). He muſt defend the 
Church from all Errors, and eſpecially from 
thoſe that ſap and undermine the fundamental 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. 

A Miniſter ſhould ſhun all unneceſſary and 


familiar Converſe with W and wicked 


Men, leſt they be infected with them: I do 


not here mean that they are to look upon them 


as if they were to be neglected by them; for 
a ; cry ought. to exhort them to forſake 


theft evil Ways, and to Repent and turn to 


the Lord, leaning on the Righteouſneſs of 


_ Chriſt, and to ſhew unto them their Danger in 
going on in their wicked Courſes, and-to pray 


. for 


= 


Civil Way, and that privately, uſing all Civili- 


ty and Tenderneſs towards them. It is an Act 


of Brotherly Love and Charity to reprove for 
Sin (7). God commands it to be done (2). 
Chriſt reproved for Sin, ere he came into the 


World, by his Prophets (x), and when he was in 
the World (y) ; and when he left the World, he 
ſent the Comforter to reprove Sin (z). The 


Practice of the Saints commends it (a). The 
Lord bleſſeth the Reprover 2 and he brings 


Jud ments on thoſe that neglect the ſame. (c) I 


advance ſome Directions how to manage 
a Reproof, Be ſure that the Perſon deſerves a 
Reproof, and that you are able to make it ap- 


| pear; and alſo, ſee that the Perſon be fit for 
the ſame, for there are ſeveral unfit for the 


ſame, as Idiots, drunk Perſons, and alſo Per- 
ſons in the height of Paſſion, are very unfit for 
Reproof. It will be fit ſometimes, not to re- 


prove directly, but by giving ſigns of your 
Diſpleaſure of the ſame; or you may reprove 


by Similies, as the Prophet did David for his 
Adultery and Murder; or you may cauſe the 
Scripture reprove the ſame, and it muſt be gi- 
ven with all Evidences of Reſpe&, and with 
Meekneſs. If then he will not hear you, then 


you are to take Two or Three with you, . 
e prove 


the Crime be great) and if, after all, 
obſt inate, you are to tell the Church (4). „ 
. A MNini- 


A 1 n 7 
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(t) Prov. 29. 5. Lev. 19. 17. (% Tit. 2. 15. Lev. 19. 7. Ma: | 
18, 18. Luke 174 3. Eph $, 11. (x) Judg. 2. 1, 2. Num. 22, 32% 


Frov. 1. 22. (+) Luke 9. 55 Mat. 12. 34.& 23. 13. ---- 34, & 26. 
40,-* 45. Maik. 8. 33. (z) Joh. 16. 8. (a) 1 Kings 2. 20. Mat. 


14. 4. Gen- 34. 30. 2 Sam. 12. 5, Neh. 5. 7. 1 Sam. 2. 5, 36. Gal. 


2. 11. (6) Prov. 24. 25. (4% I Sam. 3+ 13, Ce. (d) Mat, 18, 15, 17. 
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A Miniſter ſhould not detract from any, nor 
give a bended Ear to Slanderers; but endea- 
vour, to the utter moſt, to ſet forward Piety, 
Quietneſs, Peace and Love, among Chriſtians, 
eſpecially among thoſe committed to his Charge, 
or may be committed to the ſame. A Miniſter 
muſt uſe all Prudence, Modeſty, Diſcretion 
and Love, in reconciling Differences among his 
People, and for rectifying Diſorders, and bring- 
ing them off from bad Practices. 34 

A Miniſter 5 to be ſeparated from the 
Cares of the World, and dedicated to the Study 
of Divine Matters. The Pleaſures and Con- 
cerns of Life darken the Shinings of the Divine 
Image upon the Soul, and the Emanations of 
Heavenly Light. It lops the Wings of the Soul, 
and mars its Flight to God. If Providence 
place us in a narrow Figure, we ſhould be con- 
tent with the ſame. I acknowledge, that they 
are to provide for their Families, that they may 
lic p—7˙ 005 4 | 

A Miniſter ſhould not have high Eſteem of 
himſelf, becauſe that he is followed by Crowds; 
for this is no ſufficient Mark of a good Preach- 
er: For the Multitude are delighted with every 
Thing that is Theatrical, as a tragical Voice, 
convulſive Motions, extravagant Reflections, 
unſuitable Expreſſions. The Buſineſs of the Pul- 
pit is not to {trike the Eyes or Ears with any 
ſuch Things, but to impreſs upon their Hearts 
the Truths of God, and to endeavour to explain 
the Maxims of Religion, without any other Co- 
lours than thoſe that are peculiar to Faith and 
Reaſon; and to ſearch into the Bottom of their 
Subject, and to give a clear and faithful Repre- 

e e eee ſentation 


[24] 

ſentation of the ſame, in pure and ſimple 
Ferms, in a noble elevated Stile; yet not ſoar- 
iug above the Meaneſt Capacity; with Reflec- 
tions juſt and reaſonable, and Sentiments acute 
and delicate. After they have explained the 
Subject they have choſen to inſiſt on, they ſhew 
how ill it is practiſed: Here they ſhew and 
1 with well diſpoſed Strokes, the Excel- 

ency of Virtue, and the Evil of Vice; that one 
is not to be looked on with Indifference, nor 
the other with Pleaſure. e. 
A Miniſter ſhould be ready to give an Ac- 
count of his Faith, and to ſtop the Mouth of all 
Gainſayers; he (a) ſhould be'Skilfal, not a No- 
vice. | I ſhall lay before my Reader what is ſaid. 

by the Author of Chriſtian Eloquence, concerning 
what is requiſite to make a good Preacher (Y), 
That he be a good Lagician, he doth not 
* mean one that refines upon, and cavils at 
% every Thing; which ſpends it ſelf in vain 
„ Niceties ; which endeavours to find Truth 


* 


% where it is not, and abandons the Reality ot 


Things to run after Shadows and Figures; 
vurhich give us ſpecious Sophiſms in the Room 
ce f plauſible and popular Reaſons, He here 
% means that Kind of Logick which is ſharp and 
< penetrating, and of Uſe to diſcern with Cer- 
* tainty Truth from Falſhood ; ſuch a Kind of 
Logieł asdiſtinguiſhes, with particular Exact- 
* neſs, what is proper or foreign to the Subject; 
<* conſiders all the Parts that compoſe it, di- 
5e ſtributes and orders them according to their 
* Relation to, and Dependence upon one ano- 
. 4 4 ; 5 e ther; 


Aa 


* 7 TY _——_— 


(411 Tim. 9. 6. 2 Tim. Zoe 15. (3) rag. 192, 199. | 


e ther; divides the Matter it is upon with Ad- 
56 dreſs, without reducing it into ſuch fine Parts 
« as are inviſible to the moſt attentive Eyes; 
That tends always to the End which it pro- 
e .poſes, direfly, without any of thoſe Digreſ- 
3 Crs and Amuſements that make us loſe 
Sight of the principal Object, and are tedious 
“ to us; That helps the Mind to think accu- 

e rately, yet without Conſtraint, removes all 
* Obſcurity and Ambiguity in our Expreſſions 
<* and Reflections; determines the true Senſe 
<« of every Thing by the clear and diſtin& Idea 
<« that it gives of it; diſpoſes all the Propoſiti- 
<« ons of Diſcourſe, that all flows in its natural 
* order, that one flows from the other, as from 
the Fountain-head; That goes back as far as 
<* the firſt Principles, and from them draws ne- 
* ceſlary and evident Confequences ; admits of 
c no Proof but what is concluding and invinct- 
e ble; unites the whole Force of the Diſcourſe 
cc together, as it were in one ſingle Point, in 
order to make the ſtronger Impreſſion on the 
„ Mind, which ſees and perceives it at one 
« Glance. Such is the Log:ck, which, according 
to its true Definition, is an Art of Thinking 
always rightly, and of expreſſing our ſelves, 
„ and reaſoning always accurately. ” Further, 
the forementioned Author ſhews (c), That a 
«* Miniſter ſhould be an able Divine, as well 
< as an exact Logician. This, now, I am to 
* prove. A Divine is a Man, by his Profeſſion, 
e gbliged to ſpeak of God and his Attributes; 
* to explain all the Truths of Religion, _ 
„ „ unfold 


g * ty » bog 2 2 . 
(e) Page 211. 
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„ unfold all its Myſteries; to diſtinguiſh be- 
<< tween Matters of Faith and Opinion; to con- 
„ fute all Errors, and: diſcover the Nature and 
* Effence of all Vices and Virtues. He is a Man 

* familiarly verſant in Holy Scriptures, as con- 

% ſtantly as he breathes; one who underſtands 
„ theſe Divine Writings, and from this im- 
C menſe Treaſure borrows all the Proofs of 
what he ſays; from whom nothing is hidden 
*in all Sacred Antiquity, Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto- 
e ry, Fathers, and Councils. Such an one, doubt- 
e leſs, is an able Divine. He ſhould explain 
what he delivers in a plain and eaſy Manner, 
ſuited to the meaneſt Capacity of his Hearers; 
not preſuming to pry into what God hath con- 
cealed from us: Nor is he to drop any Thing 
that is not agreeable to the Rules of Faith. He 
ſhould deliver to God's People his whole Coun- 
ſel (d), and this they ſhould do faithfully (2), 
according to God's Word (J); and this heſhould 
do without Grudge at the Succeſs of others in 
that Work, even tho' it tend to his Detriment, 
A Miniſter ſhould frequently preach againſt 
the Errors and Vices that are med flagrant and * 
dangerous; which are ſo agteeable to corrupt 

Nature, that they need no Vehicle rs £5 
them palatable to ſwallow down thoſe poiſonous 
Pills that ſuits the Taſte of thoſe that chalk out 
a ſmooth and broad Way to Heaven, ſuch as 
God never appointed, and they will find it, to 
their {ad Experience, that it is but an ignis fa- 
tuus leading them to the Pit of Perdition. Mi- 
niſters muſt endeavour to furniſh them _ 
PE ouſly 


QA 


(4) 2 Tim. 4.5. Ads 20. 27. ( 1 Cor. 4. 2. Luke 18. 42, 1 Pet. 


LT 
afly with proper Antidotes againſt oſe _ 
Poiſons.” Tity muſt thunder againſt them with 
ardent Zeal, 1a 


E 


«3% © 


; Jaying them open to their View, 
in their black and diſmal-Colours, fhewing how 
abominable they are in their on Nature, and 
how pernicious in their Conſequences. A 
« Miniſter muſt alſo be employing himſelf fo 
4 well in his private Studies, that, from thence 
<« he may be furniſhed with ſuch a Variety of 
lively Divine Meditations, and proper and 
* noble Expreſſions, as may enable him to diſ- 
„ charge every Part ef his Duty, in ſuch a 
„Manner, as may raife not ſo much his own 
<« Reputation, as the Credit of his Function, 
« and of the great Meſſage of Reconciliation that 
4 is committed to his Charge. Above all Stu- 
« dies, he ought to apply himſelf to underſtand 
« the Holy Scriptures arig t; to have his Me- 
« mory well furniſhed that Ways that ſo, upon 
* all Occahions, he may be able to enforce what 
<« he ſays out of them, and fo be an able Mini- 
c ſter of the New Teſtament, as ſaith the Lear- 
&« ned Biſhop of Sarum 2 7 „ 
A Miniſter ought to be a Man of great Cou- 
rage; for he hath both the Powers of Darkneſs 
and the Works of the Fleſh, to fight againſt ; 
which requires no ordinary Vealhre both of 
Strength and Courage, to maintain his Autho- 
rity both by Strength of Reaſon and Diſcipline. | 
Not fawning on great Perſons further than 
is warranted from God's Word, nor treading on 
Inferiors. „ 


* 


A 
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(2) Biſhop Barnes Paſtoral Care, Page 4. 


_ . Miniſters, and all Church Officers, ſhould 
ſtudy the Arts of Converſation, and acquaint 
themſelves with a courteous Behaviour. This 
would make them agreeable in all Companies, 
and appear with a greater Luſtre, and brighten 
their. Character where there was the leaſt Re- 
gard of Politeneſs or good Senſe. Faul became 
all T hings to all Men, to the Jews a. Jew, and a 
Greek to the Greeks. . I do not mean, that they 
are to comply with them either in what is er- 
roneous or . ſinful. . . A. Miniſter's Misbehaviour 
is apt to cauſe Compyay entertain.gn ill Idea of 
the whole Order. The Senſe of which, was; no 
ſmall Motive; to me to emit my Book of Man- 
ners to the View of the World. I acknowledge, 
that Time may wear out ſome of theſe Rules, 
| yet not all. I would have ſaluted the World 
| with a Second Part, had I not been diſcouraged 
: - of by ſome who had dropt from their Mothers 
| Laps to Schools, and from thence to publick 
Appearances, without acquainting themſelves 
with the polite and faſhionable Part of the 
World. I think, that Miniſters ſhould have 
ſome grave Habit to diſtinguiſh them from the 
Laity, that ſo they may be noticed, and brought 
under ſevere Puniſhment, when they do any 
Thing that is unſuitable, to their Office; and 
that thoſe who maletreat them may be puniſhed, 
: and rendred inexcuſeable. I acknowledge, 
That Walafridus and Strabo * expreſly tell us, 
That there was no Diſtinction of Habits uſed in 
the Church in the Primitive Times. The Preſ- 
byters did not neceſſarily wear any diſtin& 


—— — 0 


Habits: 


alf. de Rebus Ecclel. Cap. 24. Salmsſ, Not. in Tena. de 
Pallio, Page 76. - ER | _ 


| Habits : Vet I muſt ſay, that I think, tha t 
was occaſioned then, becauſe of the Perſecution 
of the Times; that the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
did fo, was, that they might be the leſs diſcer- 
f A E Loan ee 
A Minifter ſhould be ſubject to the Brethren. 

The Spirit of the Prophets are ſubject to the Pro- 
phets (H). It is not ſaid, Let the Spirit of the 
Prophets be ſubje& to the People, but to the 
Prophets. Church Affairs were always managed 
by Church Officers, and not by the” People. 
Under the Old Jeſtament, they had Three Sorts 
of Aſſemblies of Church Rulers A They had 
their Synagogues, or Parochial Congregations,for 
ordinary Worſhip; theſe Synagogues had their 
Rulers (7) : In theſe Synagogues were Ten wiſe 
Men in every one of them, to judge of the Af. 
fairs thereof, who did meet for the ruling of 
them, and exerciſing Diſcipline in them. 
2. There were many Portions called Thouſands 
in Iſrael (/. Theſe had their Government 
compoſed. of 23. There was one of theſe in 
every City, where were 120 Families; which 
is called of Chrift the Judgment. It was made 
up of. Fourteen of the Tribe of Levi, and Seven 


F * 


others of the Elders of the City: In which Court 
) particular Congregations that were adjacent 
did meet; I mean Officers to conſult of Church 
Affairs that came before them. 3. They had 
their Sanhedrim (m), that conſiſted of Seventy 
Elders, with their Preſident. This was their 
ſupreme Judicatory. This was alſo an * 
e N aſtical 


0 1 cor. 14. 32. (i) Acts 13. 15. ( Micah 5. Fs Mat. 5. 2. 
(5 Acts 11. 30. m). Exod. 24. 1. Judg. 1. 10, 14. Deut. 17. 8, 9. 
Deut. 19. 16, 17, 18. 2 Chron, 19,8 8 85 


aſtical Court. Tho' they meddled with ſome 
Civil Affairs in this Judicatory, the weighty 
Affairs of the Church was managed and referred 
"MERE; „ a . 
It is clear, That the Affairs of the Church 
were managed by Church Officers under the 
Neo Teſtament. We read of an Aſſembly in 
Antioch, which was honoured of Men immedi- 
ately inſpired of God, amongſt which was Paul 
and Barnabas; and yet notwithſtanding, - when 
there happened among them a Controverſy of 
Importance, they wn; Þ not determine it of 
themſelves, but ſent Paul and Barnabas, with 
ſome others, to Feruſalem, where a Council was 
called, conſiſting of Apoſtles and Elders; and the 
Queſtion was firſt of all moved and debated at 
Antioch, and was examined and decided at Je- 
ruſalem (o). We find them aſſembled to chooſe 
an Apoſtle in Judas Room (p). We find them 
aſſembled to ordain Deacons (9). And we find 
them aſſembled to call; Peter to an Account (7). 
We are called to ſubmit our ſelves one to ano- . 
ther (5). Faul was ſubje& to the Council of 
Feruſalem (t). We find a Diſtinction put be- 
twixt Rulers and. them that are ruled 2 3 
The Lord ordains and commands all Things 

in his Houſe to be done decently and in Order. 
Surely the Subjection of eros Mpc rs to 
ſuperior, is the beſt of Order: For then, when 
one is wronged in an inferior Judicatory, he 
can have Recourſe to the Superior, to have 
Matters rectified. NV 
Fe gs TEE, Es "Roe 


(e) Ads 15. 25,26, (p) Ads 1. (7 AQs 6. C) Acts 1. () 
Eph. 4. kom. 12. () Ads 21. (4) Rom. 12. 8. 1 Cor. 12. 26, 


* 


29. Epheſ 4. 1 Theſ. 5, 12, 1 Tim. 3. 17. Hebt. 13. 17. 


I I ſuppoſe it falls out, That there are two Pa- 
ſtors in one and the ſame Church, and they fall 
out between themſelves, and divide the People 
into two contrary Factions; in this Caſe of Ne- 
oeſſity, they muſt have Recourſe to a Power 
ſuperior. If the Church have but one Paſtor, 
and he be vicious, and of a ſcandalous Life, and 
yet he is ſupported by the Plurality of the Con- 
Hiſtory, or he Whole. Who ſhall ſuſpend or 
depoſe this Paſtor, if there be not a ſuperior Ju- 
dicatory? If a Miniſter be wronged by his 


Congregation, to whom ſhall he apply? Or, if 


any be wronged by the Miniſter, to whom ſhall 
they apply? If, in a little Country Church, 
whereof the Conſiſtory is compoſed of one Pa- 
ſtor, who is of no deep Underſtanding, and of 
Four or Five Perſons that are Elders of the 
Church, were it fit for that Church to have an 
Independent Power ? And if that Paſtor, and 

_ theſe Elders ſhould die, would that Congregat i- 
on be fit Judges of a Miniſter's Parts, to have 
independent Power to chooſe another, or give 
him Impoſition of Hands? Is it not unfit and 
unbecoming to have all the Members of the 
Church preſent at the Deliberation of all Buſi- 
neſſes, without having any Right of Suffrage or 
Authority? I grant, that in What concerns all 
the Church in general, as in the Vocation of a 
Miniſter, or at his Admiſſion into a Church, 
that all Maſters of Families that belong to that 
Church, ſhould be preſent at the Conſultation, 


and that they are to have their Vote therein; 


but yet they ſhould-not be at all Debates: For 
there are 2 Affairs may occur, that re- 
quires Secrecy ; as for Inſtance, I ſuppoſe a 


1 (x) 1 Cor. 3. 1, 2 3» „ : 


. Perſon is guilty of a groſs Crime, and he denies 
the ſame, and it cannot be proven; how to fix 
the Guilt, and to fall upon Probation, may be 
_ reaſoned or diſputed upon in private, which 
would prove dangerons to bring it to publick. 
Without Probation, there are many Things 


fall out, that the Vulgar are not capable of 


_ underſtanding ; and yet they cannot hold their 
Tongues. Muſt ſuch Buſineſs be laid aſide, be- 
 eauſe it cannot be underſtood by them? More- 
over, how eaſily may they be led aſide to Error 
by Men of cunning Sophiſtry. It is evident, 
that there ſhould be a Subordination of Church 
Judicatories. We never find in Sacred Scriptute, 
that God committed the Government of his 


Church to every particular Member of the ſame. 


It is contrary to the general Ordinance of God, 
() that all Church Officers be examined and 
tried before their Admiſſion. . Every particular 
Member of the Church hath not Ability to 
judge or rule; becauſe of their Ignorance. ' 1 
ſuppoſe there were two Hundred Points to be 
handled in a Congregation, conſiſting of as ma- 
ny thouſand: Perſons, how many Years would 


it conſume, ere that they could be brought to 
underſtand and determine in the ſame? We 


have often found them confume ſeveral Hours 
upon a very trifling Buſineſs; and even leave it 
as they found it, without any Agreement; eve- 


ry one interrupting another; and all their ar- 
guing not worthy the Ear of a judicious Perſon. 


Now, from what hath been ſaid, it appears, that 
Democratical Government is moſt inconſiſtent 
with Scripture and Reaſon. 2, x7 
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_ *AMiviſter, when he is ſo highly honoured as 


to git; Jadge. in God's Court on Earth, and to 
judge or the Lord, he ſhould ſtill conſider, that 
he is under his Eye, and that he will be arraign'd 
before his Tribunal, to give an Account of his 
Management. He ſhould ſurely behave him- 
ſelf ſuitable to his great Truſt. When he hath 
Room, from others, to vent his l ment about 
what comes before that Court, he ſhould wrap 

up what he has to ſay in as few Words as poſſi- 
ble; and what he utters ſhould be pungent and 
8 to the Pnrpoſe, that ſo the reſt of the Mem- 
bers may have full Time to Reaſon on the Sub- 
Rs 3 Eo Ns . 
A Miniſter ſhould lay Hands ſuddenly on no 
Man (a), until that they have full Evidences of 
his Suffictency ; and he ſhould be ſet apart for 
that Office by Faſting and Prayer, that the Lord 
may enable him to perform every Part of his 
Work, for God's. Glory, and the Good of the 
Souls of his People, and his Soul's Comfort. I 
acknowledge that I differ from the common Pra- 
ice in this Church, in giving of ſecond Trials 
to Probationers, when they receive a Call to a 
Congregation. I have found this have no good 
Effect; eſpecially, when ſome leading Men 
have had a View to another, I think, with all 

Submiſſion, that they ſhould undergo all their 
Trials ere they be. licenſed to preach. This 
would fave. the Church from much Trouble, 
and Congregations from being ſo long vacant. 
I do not mean, That they ſhould be ordain- 
ed until they are called to a particular Poſt, 
er eee TE conform 
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5 22% 2 Tim. 2. 2. Tit. 1. 9, 11. Acts 13. & Ig. 23s 
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conform to the 6th Can. SR of Chalcedou ; 
neither do I think it right, That the Perſon. 
under Trials ſhould be removed, w thoſe | 
that try him ſcan his Trials; that 400 e ms 
| have Room to make his Defence ; or, at leaſt, 
| when: he is called in, their Criticiſms mend 
be laid open to him, that he, Tha Y have Acceſs 
to defend himſelf, or, for the, future, he may. 
guard MARE: What he hath dropped that. . 
WTO | 
A Miniſter ſhould diſtribute amo ong þ his Peg. 
105 the Bread of Life, the Word of God, in in- 
ſtructing, admoniſhing,, 3 pad 1 5 and comfor- 
ting them (0); not on lickly, by his Ser- 
0008, but from Houſe gon Houle that ſo he 
AY, have fuller Acceſs to carry t theſe dea 
with greater Force, home, and more effectual- 
ly, than can be done from the Pulpit. It is 
not enough to ? Po: out the For to Heaven; 
but he muſt uſe his uttermoſt Endeavours to 
compel them to tread always in that Path that 
leadeth to it. Faul did not abandon his Diſci- 
ples, till he had travailed — Birth of th them, 
0 till Chriſt was formed in them Cal. 4. 1. 
He muſt not handle Divin Mates in for; 
| rank and inſenſible Way; Ge Hh; 17 5 
the Powers of his Soul, ard Will, put him be- 
yond the Reach, of Convidtion, and a all the or- 
dinary Methods of Grace, apd bring him 1995 
the loweſt Degree of Perdition. 1 Rong 
bour in the Word and 19 8 — Tightly d 


ing the Trut 1 according, to the 85 
of hi People He ought : Ys offer ON the 
| EP, HI Prayers 


A Lake ia. Jabs: 12. i Ads 70.8. & 29. 20, 26. 2 Tim. 
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Prayers ers of the People, in their Name, and as 


_ their Mouth, to God, and ſhould intercede by 
them frequently i in ſecret.” 


A Miniſter 1s to watch | over the Souls of his 


a People, and to keep them from Error and Sin, 


and to alarm them out of their Securit , by giv- 


: ing 7. —5 8 of the Judgments o God, We 


find that Miniſters are called Watchmen (4). 


| 75 Ty what a bright Copy of his own Exam- 


ple Chrift hath Tai before us; it was his. Meat 


and, Ran to do the Will of his Father that 
7; yea, he laid down his Life for his 


fent Kim 
Here k 11 4 \Minifter do warn his ney en .of 
their Dapger, and the Snares the e Za 
ſet unto that they may, ſhun che lade ſame 
f they Wn fal 1 into the lame and be. 


hd LE 


2, 12 750 When A Ander is to run 1 Er 
ror, - muſt do it 0 0 a cool Spirit, with 


"tf 


AM lter is te viſit iche Sick (e); and to 


| rouſt them up to, epare for Judgment, and 
the Life te ae they mall known, their 


Sins, e is to kee. een t en ſecret, and not report 
them. If he finds tem ignorant, he 99855 to 
Tack them in the Way ko Salvation b * Jeſus 
| CoM If he find them inſenſible, he thou 1 


awaken them by the Terrors of God. If he 
by ke diſconſolate, he ee to comfort 
C. 


em. 


a;, 
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- 2 Tim. 3. 6, Heb. 12.12. lanes 
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he ſhould go and viſit them, and endeavour 
to have thein to engage, if the Lord recover 
them, ta amend their Ways; and to endeavour 
to make all the Reparation they can for all the 
Injuries. they have done. If they recover, he 
ſhould put them in Mind of their Engagements. 
You may poſlibly find them, on a Sick-Bed, 
more diſpoſed then, for a wholeſom Advice, 
than at other Times; for Death is a terrible 
and thundring Preacher. 


” 


A Miniſter ſhould frequently viſit his whole 


Congregation, exhorting them from ; Houſe to 


Houſe (a), and to pray with and for them, and 


to enquire about their performing of Family 


Duties; and into the State and Condition of 


every Soul committed to his Charge, that he 


may apply himſelf according to their Need; 
inſtructing the Ignorant, awakning be Ps, 


_ reclaiming the Vitious, Arengthning the Weak, 


eſtabliſhing the Opright, relieving the Poor, 
comforting the Afflicted, and viſiting thoſe that 
are in Priſon. A Miniſter muſt not negle&. to 


viſit thoſe that diſſent from him. He ſhould 
uſe all lawful Means to ingratiate himſelf in 
their Favours; and he ſhould perform all Acts 

of Kindneſs to them. He ſhould become all 


Things to all Men, that he may gain them to 


Chrift ;, but he muſt guard againſt ſinful Com- 
LV 
A Miniſter ſhould endeavour to ſet up Fel- 
lowſhip-Meetings in his Congregation, both of 
Males and Females; but they muſt be ſeparate 
the one from the other: And he ſhould 0 
A em 


* 
=. 
9 1 


2 — 


2 


(8) AQs 15 20. 


them a Directory for the right Management of 
them; and he ſhould frequently viſit them, 


narrowly | enquiring into their Management. 
By Chriſtian FellowſhipT mean, a certain Num- 
ber of Chriſtians united together for the private 
Worſhip of God, and —— about Things 
of their Salvation, to the mutual Edification of 
one another. It is a Duty commanded (a), and 
.commended (). It hath the commendable Ex- 

ample of the Saints (c). The Lord hath pro- 
miſed his Preſence, Protection and Favour: to 
ſuch (d). Chriſt, while on Earth, graced ſuch 
Meetings with his Preſence (e). The Lord no- 
tices ſuch as meet for this Work (J). It is one 

of the Ends of God's giving Grace, that they 
may be communicative (g). It is an excellent 
Way to make Chriſtians lively and ſpiritual; 


hereby they advance in the Knowledge of the 


Things of God (5); and have decayed Grace 
revived (i). It 1s ſuitable for Members of one 
Head to meet together ((). 5181 etl 
They are to be exhorted to have their Diſ- 
courſes ſpiritual and edifying (7); to avoid what 
tends to Contention (n), and Things that they 
are not concerned with. They are to be advi- 
ſed to communicate their Experience to one 
another (2); and to give no Occaſion of ſtum- 
bling (e). To accommodate themſelves to each 
others Capacities (p). To beware of raſh cen. 
"(9 Heb. 10. 24, 25. Zeph. 2. 1. 1 Theſſ Se 11. (6 1 Theſſ. 
J. ii. (J Mal. 3 16. Plal. 1. 63. (4 Matth. 18. 19. 26 
705 John 20 is. (f) Mal. 3 16. (4) Luke 22. 92. (%) Prov, 
13. 20. (5) Prov. 27. 17. (k) Eph. 5. 5, James 5.6. (/ Luk 
24 14, 27. () 1 Tim. 1. 4. & 6. 3. Tit. 3-9. (=) Plal 66.16. 
1 John 1. 3. Acts 12. 3. Rom. 12, 15. 2 Thefl 1. 3. Heb. 10. 24. 
Rom. 12. 14. (=) Rom. Ihe 16. (p, Rom. 13. 1, Zo 1 COL, 10. 
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8 wie e (a): | Ts Ja, 40 know 
the State of one another, that they may be ca- 

able to reprove, counſel, comfort ſeaſonably (7). 

The are to be exhorted to meet 1 ; 
and to be ſtedfaſt in the Faith (t). To love one 
another (). To be humble (v). Self-denied (. 
To have mutual Zeal for God's Glory (c); and 
to put good Conſtructions on all his Deal; ings (Y. 
Theyiare to bewart!of any Thing — to 
the Defamation of any of the Society; for this 
tends to the Breach of their Union (9). Nor 
muſt you deſpiſe your weaker Brethren that 
fall ſhirt of you; nor envy thoſe who! excel 
you. Conſider, that the more eminent! your 
| — — are, you have the more Need to 
watch and pray that you be not ſhaken b _ 
Storms of Pride: For ſurely the talleſt I 
had Need of the deepeſt Roots otherwiſe The 
Wind will overturn them. Now, . ſeeing God 
hath lighted the Lamp of th Knowledge above 
others, be thankful for the {om ame, and labour to 
ſcatter abroad the Rays of it on others, that 
thy heavenly Fire may thaw and warm their 
chill and freezing Hearts, and ſet them in 
Flame. If thou ſeeſt others far outſtrip thee, 
mend thy Pace, endeavour to u hem in 
A holy Lift. Lob 402 

A” Miniſter ſhould: Frequently; bib his 

People (9), . once — ek 3 cate- 
— e _chetical 


— 


07 Matth. 7. Js '®. Kom. 1 14, 12. 8 ITE 2 Theſſ 43. 
11, 14 Rom. 14. 3, 13. & 4. 19, & 13. 7, fal. 16. 7 Eph. 4. 3+ 
(5) Mal. 3. 16. (rt) Pal. 119, 6%. Plal. 26. 5. ( John 13. 33. 
Amos 3. 3. (v) Plal. 101, 5. w 1 Tim. 6. 3, 4, 5« I Cor. 3. 
18, 10, 20. (&) Luke 24. 10. Deut. 6. 32 5, 7. (9) Mal, 3. I6. 
1 Pral. 15: 1, 3. Pfal. tors 8, 7. (a) ARs 20. 20. Gal. 6. 6. 

Matti. 16, 15, 16. Heb. 3. 12. & 6, 1, 2. 2 | Cot, 2 1, 2. 1 

Cor. 3. 1, 2. * 21. IS, 16, 17. | 


Ta 
chetical DoQtine to them: In this Kind of Di 
_ courſe, the Point in Hand ſhould be laid to the 
clear View of the meaneſt Capacity, and the 
Arguments ſhort and ftrong ; the Solution to 
the Objections ſhort, and clear: Theſe in my O- 
Pinion e inſiſted on in ſucha Dif 
Fourſe. I think that a Miniſter ſhould be at 
Teat \Pains in Catechifing, great coolneſs of 
Spirit, Prudence, Ieeknels and Patience is to 
be uſed in the Performance of this Miniſterial 
Duty, the Queſtions propoſed, with their An- 
ſwers, muſt be made as ſhort, eaſy and plain as 
poſlible, and they muſt be repeated over and 
over, until they are underſtood and fixed in the 
Memory of, the Perſon catechiſed. This Duty 
would be early gone about as ſoon as Children 
are capable of Inſtruction ; for what Principles 
are drunk early in, for ordinary they 4515 
beſt (65). This Duty muſt be performed with 
plain ay We (c) ; and they muſt be inftru- 
cted in the abſolutely neceſſary Principles of 
Religion (4). He muſt accommodate himſelf 
to the Capacity of the Perſon catechiſed (e). 
He muſt not put the Perſons out of Counte- 
nance, tho' Ignorant, for this will be a Mean to 
mar their waiting on that Ordinance, but bear 
it patiently f). He muſt not overpreſs the 
Ignorant, by asking too many Queſtions at 
them, but he muſt ring them on by Degrees. 


He muſt in this, as in all Miniſterial Duties, 
de very ſerious, which bears Home the Inſtru- 
Ciion with great Force (g). It muſt be per- 
. C 4 | formed 


** — 4 


(b) krov. 22. is (6) 1 Cot. 14+ 1 9. (4) 2 Tim. 1.13. 2 Tim. 
2. 23. Tit. 2. 7, 8. 1 Cot. 3. 10, 11, 12, 13, (e) 1 Cor. 3. 2. 
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F. a. 
formed with Meekneſs and Gentleneſs (þ). 
He is to back all from Scripture (i). He muſt 


obſerve a natural Order, ſhewing the Depen- 


dence of each Queſtion upon another, This 
Duty is frequently to be gone about (). He 


ſhould begin this Puty with fervent Prayer for 
God's Aſliſtance, and end it with Prayer, that 
he would follow the ſame with'a Blefſing. If a 
Miniſter be remiſs in Catechiſing, all his Ser- 
mons will be daſh'd to Pieces on the Rock of his 


Peoples Ignorance, 


A Miniſter is to reprove one that is guilty of 


an open and ſcandalous Offence, he is to reprove 
him openly before all (7). In the Ad miniſtra- 


tion thereof great Prudence and Tenderneſs, 


Faithfulneſs aud Impartiality is to be uſed (m), 


He ſhould act therein as anſwerable to God, 


with whom there is no Reſpect of Perſons (u). 
Nathan reproves David for his Adultery and 
Murder, 2 Sam. 12. 7, 9. Elijab roundly re- 
proved Ahab, 1 Kings 18. 18. ſo did Iſaiah the 
Rulers. Ja. 1. 10. and Feremiah, the King and 
Queen, Jer. 13. 18. John told Herod that it 


was not lawful for him to have his Brother's Wife, i 


Mark 6. 18. and Luke 3. 19. We ſee how the 


Lord threatens the Prophet if he neglect to re- 


prove Sin, Ezek. 3. 18. 


A Miniſter is to do all the Pieces of his Work 


willingly, and not by Conſtraint, the Lord 


| hath no Pleaſure in any Service that is done to 
him with a Grudge, and an unwilling Mind, 
he mult be ſerved cheerfully. 7 55 


AMI 


— 1 


(6) 2 Tim. 2. 24, 25- li) Tit. 1. 9. (k) Deut 6. 67. 5 1 
Tim. 3. 20. (m) 1 Tim. 5. 21. Ja. 2. t, 2, 3, 4. () Eph. 
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A Miniſter is not to ſuffer the Rights of the 


Church to be violated, or invaded by the Magi- 
ſtrate. . The Church is ſubje& to the Magi- 
ſtrafe in Civil Affairs, but not in Spiritual and 


Eccleſiaſtick Affairs. Chriſt is the only Head 
of the Church, Col. 1. 18. The Civi durch 
ſtrate ſhould be a Nurſing-Father to the Church, 
Ia. 49. 23. I own, that if Miniſters turn cor- 


rupt and negligent of their Duty, the Magiſtrate 


may apply. his Regal Power for their Reforma- 
tion, as Hezekiah 2 Chr. 29. 5. and Joſiab did, 
2 Chr. 31. 2 Chr. 35, But the Magiſtrate muft 


be ſure that he imitate theſe-Kings, in com- 


manding nothing but what the Law of God 
commandeth, Numb. 8. 6, 11, 15, 18, 32. 
„ 5 oe 


4 


The Erafians falſly affirm, That the Civil 


Magiſtrate hath in himſelf all Church-Power. 
1. Chriſt hath given no ſuch Power to Magi 


ſtrates, as evidently appears from all thoſe Pla- 
ces of Scripture, where mention is made of the 
Keys, there is no Word of giving the ſame to 


the Civil Magiſtrate (o); if the Power of the 
| Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven agree to the 


Magiſtrate, as a Magiſtrate, then ought it to 


agree to every Magiſtrate, as a Magiſtrate, 
though the Magiſtrate were an Infidel, or a Wo- 


man, which is abſurd. Moreover we find, that 


the Church exerciſed all Acts of Church-Juriſ- 
_ diction, before ever there was a Chriſtian Ma- 
giſtrate (p). Farther, he is not mentioned in 
the Catalogue of the Church-Officers (g). We 


find that the Lord hath put a Difference between 


the 


p CCC 


| (e) Marth. 18. 77. Matth. — 19. (p) 1 Tim. 4. 14. 1 Cor. 
5. Se Acts 13. (9) Eph, 4. 11. Rom. 12. 7,8. 1 Cot. 13. 8, 3, 10. 
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ge — 1 Publick, his Conſen 
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aAppoint t. „ e and other, Circum- 


ſtances, pu he im . if he be a Chriſtian and 
Orthodox. 5 pre is of 185 fime Opinion ( x), 
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8 26. 16, 19, P Belar. lib. 1 cap. 17. () Deut. 17. 18. 


Kings 11. 22. ſal, 2. 10. Plal. 12. 10, 11. 2 Tim. 2. 2. 


() Bo, $3- 4. 1 Chr. 15. 16. m Clit, 22. 4. 1 Kings 2. 27. 


x Kings 6. 1 Kings 8. 1 Kings IS. T2, I5o 1 Chr. 14. 14. 2 


Chr. 19. 2 Kings 29, 34, 35. (w) Proff. Led. Diſp. 49. Acts 6. 
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A Miniſter ſhould endeaveur to preſerve'the 
ww of the Church, and ſhould.endeavour to 
avoid all ſchiſmatical: Practices, which burſts 


aſunder the Bond of; Union. Faith Hehorts: the 
Church of rinth from the ſame, 1. Cn. 11. 18. 
M den qe come togetber in the Church, I bear that 
thare be f Diviſions, Or-Aas: 14: 18 in the Original, 
Zo ure; Schiſms. Here there was ng 

Com̃munion, for they all came togethet in the 
Church, and yet there were Schilms\ amongſt 
then that is Strifes, Quarrels and Diſcords. 


Co is One, the Rock on which the Church is 


built is One; is ĩt / hot reaſdnable that his Church 
ſhould be One? The Pſal miſt ſhows how godd 
and plèaſant it is for Brethren to dwell together 
in Unity, Fſal. 133. 1. We are all Members 
of the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, and he is the 
Head. We are all Branches of him that's the 
trie Vine, we are Stones of one Building, Sheep 
of orie Shepherd, and therefore we ſnould live 
in Unity. The Breach of Unity is of dange- 
ros Cohſequence, it chills and cools brother} 

Affection; it lays open the Sheep - folſ:of Chri 


ier Wülves to enter and devdur the Flak. Fun 


rejbyceth to ſee the good Order of the GharchidF 
the / Golofkans, Chap. 2. 5, The Spifit of the 
Lord compares the Church to Jeruſalem, as h 
City rompatted together, whither the Tribes go p 
there, Pihl. 122. 3, 4. When Miniſters who are 
called Stars ſhine in one Orb, they raſt a glori- 
ous Light. When Miniſters are claſped cloſe 


by Heart-Love, it ſweetens and facilitates their 
Work. All will grant, that united Force is more 
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A Miniſter ſhould not have a n of Be- 


| nefices, as d great many have, in this our ay()), 


many” Churches under their Care, and their 
Curates ſcarcely: have a comfortable Subſi- 
ſtance, which is a. grievous Sin, which is con- 
demned by the Pump of Sarum. That Learned 
Divine ſhows, that the ſame was condemned by 
ſeveral general Councils. The forementioned 
Author holds thoſe as perfidious Perſons, who 
have this Queſtion put to them at their Ordi- 
nation, Do ꝓau truſt that you are inwardly moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon you the Office: to 
ſerve God, for the promoting of his Glory, andthe 
edifying his' People? To which he is to anſwer, 
T iruft: ſo. He adds, That he that ſays 2 and 
ig not ſo qualiſied, is a ſacrulegious Frofaner 
the Name of God, and of his' Holy Spirit. He 
breaks in upon his Church, not to feed it, but to 
ent? rr: TTT His g's 27 het 
_ Miniſters ſhould addreſs, and uſe their En- 
deavours with the Government, that; in the va- 
cant Congregations, the Probationers that ſup- 
ply them, ſhould have ſo much, every Day that 
they 4 , of the vacant 5 ; as was grant - 
ed in the Reign of King William of Glorious 
Memory. It is that which is moſt reaſonable, 
the imploying of the Stipend this Way, would 
be a Mean to haſten the Settlement of many 
Miniſters ſhould paſs an Act, and lay down 
roper Methods for peruſing of Manuſcripts of 
Diviniey that are deſigned for the Uſe of the 
(5) B Burnzer's paſtoral Care. P. 86. Coun. Chalcedon 10 Ca- 
non, Coun, of Nice, A. D. 787, Council at Paris A. D. 339. 
im the 12 and 13 Century, Latetan Council, Can. 3. Toleds 10. 
Canos 5. Anne 693e 5 e 
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is mot agreeable to 's Sacred Word. (1), but 


2 $$... 4 


that he rightly divide the Word of God-unto his 


but. God (7). He ſhoutd conſider that he is the 


| Ambaſſador of Jeſus Chriſt, and that it is a 
Diſhonour to his Maſter to be dared to deliver 


his Meſſage, and it is dangerous to neglect the 
ſame. He ſnould leave the Event to the Will 
of God, and prove faithful to his Truſt com- 
mitted to him. It is an Evidence of a mean 
Spirit to be frighted from Duty; farther, i 
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Cor. 2. 17, Phil. 3. 16. 2 Tim. 2. 13. Ja 4. 13. (, Phil. 1. 14. 
() Gal. 1. 10. 1 Theſ. 2. 4. | 


farther, it 


argues great Infidelity.and want of Co! 
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5 God, an and A Fear of the Creature more * 
e 52145 
A Minſter ſhould desen with. his Peoj 
for the! Aﬀſtance of thei Prayers for him, t 
he may, be enabled of the Lord to perfotry "the 
Work intrifted' to him, toGyd's Glor , the 5 
of their Souls, and to His own ever] ing 
fort- *% - The Ao, thy 25 Righteous avail 2 
iturc WY alt 19091 GOIN 107 
TH AJ Mini . Sou che 2 4 — 1 
the ments 2 8 Peop 
rament of of Baptiſm been gh oe 
1 a Bacramient c 

„ whereas che Bate > of by 5 | 
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e might be fed and 3 RMA by 
Noms that this Gainer Thould ro beg 
Iy ſet about as Conve Hignce wilt atto\ 
Heayenly Lamp of 'Spititugl b 


5 | 
7 


760 


"A'Manifter is to exerciſe Difcipline among 
his — if q). Smart Cenſutes dropt . ſaftly 


and tefiderly;, as 10 friendly Hang, have 
ber been of great Influence. Sparks that flow 
from flaming 1 are ready to blow up their 


reat Minaztnc 11 Stores 01 Defence, and o- 
lige them to ſurrender into the Hands of victo- 
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It is 1 Fragen e for Parents to provide for 
their Sr ren, and to ſupply the Members of 
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it is meet, becauſe that your Faith groweth c. 
ceedingly, and the Charity of every one of you all 


him to be an Inſtrument in his Hand for enlarg- 


gainſt Singularity in this; or they may cauſe 
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Jan - 
School-Boys repete the Catechiſms, or cauſe 
them to be read deliberately. | 
I am of the Mind, That it would tend migh- 
tily to the Glory of God, and the Good of the 
Church, that Presbyteries ſhould, as frequently 
as Convenience will allow, viſit the particular 
Congregations in their Bounds, and, at leaſt 
once in the Year, their Seſſion-Books, and mark 
what is wrong in them iti their Records, that 
the ſame may be judged by the Viſitors of 
their Books. os —_ 
Tt would be for the Good of the Church, That, 
once in the Year, every Miniſter's Diſcourſes, 
that he delivers to his People, were peruſed by 
ſome of the Members of another Presbytery. 
This would prevent the Delivery of undigeſtẽd 
Diſcourſes, eſpecially in many Country Con- 
gre ations. This would ſheiy if theſe Lights of 
the World were diffuſing abroad their Beams. 
I think that their Cloſets ſhould be viſited, 
to ſee that they be furniſhed with good Com- 
mentators, and the beſt Bodies of Divinity; 
for we uſe to fay, That good Toals, in a der- 
terous Hand, make poliſhed Work. _ 
A Miniſter is not to preſume to embrace the 
Call of the People and Patron to any Congre- 
gation to fix himſelf in, without the Authori- 
ty of the Presbytery, or ſome ſuperior Judi- 
catory (a). ae: Tis 55 
Miniſters are to be fubje& to the Judicatories 
of the Church. The General Aſſembly of this 
Church, Anno 1638. ordains the Presbyteries 
to proceed with e en ures, even to Ex- 
„ | com- 
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N (4) Can. 16. Coun. of Antioch, A. D. 142. 
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communication, 3 theſe Miniſters, who, 
being depoſed by the Aſſembly, ſubmit not to 
their Sentence, but ſtill exerciſe ſome Part of 
their Miniſterial Function. 8 Hep 


A Miniſter being depoſed by the Church, he 


is not to have his Recourſe to the Civil Magi- 


ſtrate. This is prohibited by the Council of 
Antioch (a), and by the Council of Carthage (B). 
A Miniſter mult not invade the Prerogat ive 


of another Miniſter, in preaching, . holding 


Seſſion, or adminiſtring any of the Sacraments 
there, without a Call from the Miniſter of the 
Place, neither is he to baptize the Children of 
another Pariſh, or admit any to the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, without a Teſtimonial from 


their Miniſter ; and, if the Church be vacant, 


he is to have it from the Elders, .. Neither are 
new Incomers into a Pariſn to be admitted to 


Communion, unleſs they bring Teſtificates con- 


cerning their Chriſtian Behaviour from their 
Paſtor, or rather from the Church-Seſſion. 
A Miniſter muſt catechize thoſe Who come 
to preſent their Children to Baptiſm, and to 
inſtruct them concerning the Nature of the Sa- 
die 
ing under any Scandal, to preſent their Chil- 
_ dren to Baptiſm, or be Sponſors for them, till 
they profeſs their Repentance, and be abſolved, 
or received again into the Peace of the Church, 
1 they to adinit them to the Table of the 
Ord. | Po” SY og CE Eo Te 
The General Aſſembly of this Church, in the 
Year 1690. forbids private Uſe of the Sacra - 
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ments; and firſt of Baptiſm, prohibiting the 
Adminſtration of that Sacrament in private 
Houſes, or any where, but in the Church or 
Congregation. | They alſo prohibite the Cele- 
bration of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 


in a private Way. 
4 Directory for compoſing a Lefure, 


Read over the whole Chapter; and, if it be 
long, make your Lecture the more compre: 
henſive. Introduce yourſelf by a ſhort Preface 
containing the Contents of the Chapter; then 
propoſe the Scope of it, and ſhew the Occaſion 
ol the Writing of it, and when it took Birth, 
eſpecially in the Beginning of a Book; then 
make a brief Analyſis or Diviſion of the Chap: 
ter; then lay open the abſtruſe Words and 
Phraſes of every Part of it, handſomely bring- 
ing yourſelf from one Part to another, in 3 
continued Chain of Diſcourſe. Let your Tran: 
ſition from the Explication to the Obſervations 
be after this Manner. Having explained the 
Chapter in an, Apoßalical Manner, I proceed © 
to lay it open, in a more practical Manner, 
in theſe following Notes, which you may no- 
tice with me for Inſtruction. You may have 
one or two from the Scope; and then from the 
whole Chapter, from every Part of it in its 
Order, ſhewing the Ground of each of them, 
Let your Notes be few, and your Ules be 
drawn from the moſt natural and edifying Doex 
trines, with Dependence upon one another. See 
that they be ſimple and perſpicuous. Concludg 
your Lecture with an appoſite Epilogue. pe 
0 e e _ 
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Directory for a Homily, 


A Homily is a Sceleton of a Popular Ser- 
mon, where there is a brief Enumeration of 
the chief Heads and Parts of it, with a ſhort 
Enlargement of ſome of the principal Heads. 
The Exordium, or Introduction, muſt conſiſt on- 


ly of a Sentence or two. The Scope of the Text 


© muſt be clear, and delivered in few Words. The 
Text muſt be divided and explained in as little 
Room as poſſible. The Doctrines and the Foun- 
_ dations of them muſt be briefly and clearly 
expreſſed and expounded ; the Proſecution of 
them muſt be after the Manner of the Popular 
Sermon, but more ſuccin&t. 45 


Directory for a Presbyterial Exerciſe, or of 


Making and Adding. 8 


The Exerciſe muſt have a ſuitable Preface. | 


Then the Scope muſt be ſhewn. The Time and 
Occaſion of the Birth of the Text muſt be noti- 
ced. Then you muſt give the Analyſis of the 
Text. Then muſt be given the Expoſition of 
the Words and Phraſes of the Text from the O- 
riginal ; and then there muſt be a Solution of 
the ſeveral Textual Queſtions, that do native- 
Iy flow from the Words of the Text. Then 
you muſt uſnher in yourſelf to the Addition, 5 
a comely Tranſition to the Doctrines that FA 
_ natively ariſe from the Text, handling each of 
the Doctrines briefly ; with their Exhortations, 
„ . nn te 


ADs 


ks i.) 09 tain fd me 


N 


t 
ti 


Ov w.%. ww. ww. 6 way 05 hw. 


. Fl 


A Diretlory for Catechetical Doftrines. 


You muſt beware of long Harangues. See 
that you make the ſame as eaſy for the Judg- 
ment and Memory as poſſible. Chooſe a Text 
ſuitable to the Point you deſign to handle; and, 
after you have done this, ſhew the Scope of the 
Text. Then ſhew its Connection with the Text. 
After this is done, divide and explain your Text; 
and, by a ſuitable Tranſition, bring in your Doc- 
trine, which clearly comprehends the Cateche- 
tical Point you deſign to handle. Lou may 
proſecute your Doctrine, either by propoſing 
the Queſtions that belong to the Doctrine, in 
their natura er, or by giving the Definiti- 
on you have in the Aſſembly's Catechiſm; and 
then dividing it in its ſeveral Parts, explaining 
and proving each Part by clear Scriptures or 
Reaſon, or by both. Let your Arguments be 
few, clear and pungent. When you have thus 
done, draw ſuitable and ſhort Inferences from 
every Part of the Queſtion. © Ee 


Directory for an Exigeſis or Common Head. 


You muſt begin the ſame with an Exordium, 
Preface, or Introduction. WOE EL 

I. The Exordium is as the Port to the City, 
which gives an Entrance into the ſame ; ſo doth 
the Preface to the Exigeſis, and calls in the At- 
tention of the Hearers. Let it be ſnort, ſmooth 
and appoſite ; and ſee that it flow from the Na- 
ture of the Queſtion that is to be treated upon. 


_ W's 2. The 


r 
5, The Subject to be diſcourſed upon miiſt 
be clear and perſpicuous, and the Stile ſmooth, 
und eaſy to be underſtooc. 5 
3. The Explication of the Terms. Its Ety- 
mology muſt be proven from approven - Au- 
thors, and its Definition erte Tou are 
to inſiſt moſt upon the Explication, and in the 
Kefutat ion of Object ions 
4. The Enumeration of the different Opini- 
ons of the Queſtion is to be propoſed, and who 
they are that wrap themſelves up in that Cloud 
of Error; and this muſt be ſhewn' from their 
Confeſſion of Faith, or their Councils, or Church 
Hiſtories. 1 3 E Nee | 
J. You muſt ſtate the Opinion of the Ortho- 
dox according to the Analogy of Faith, in one 
Propoſition, either negatively or poſitively, as 
is moſt ſuitable to the Subject in Hand, with 
an elegant Tranſition to the Confirmation of 
6. You muſt addiice your Arguments for the 
Confirmation of the Subject you are to treat 
upon 3 and you muſt enervate the Exceptions 
of the Adverlaries againſt the ſame. There is 


a Difference betwixt the Exceptions and Obje- 


ctions of the Adverſaries; the Exceptions are 
for weakning the Arguments of the frat ng 
and Objections are the Arguments of Adverſa-"! 
ties Againſt tbem 2 nA all 9 
7. You muſt refute the chief Arguments in 
Which Adverſaries glory; and you miſt lay 1 
open thoſe Scriptures that ſeem ta favour; their 
PINION; ei 164 Pare err nt 
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Preaching, "that 


135 7 


8. You muſt ſhut up all with a pat Epi- 
2 1 . All mult be performed with the Height 
= Calmneſs. 

As for Preaching, there are ſeveral Methods 
uſed by Divines. The Perſon that deſigns to 
embargne into that Sacred Office of the Mini- 


ould acquaint himſelf well with the 
Sermons of all the moſt applauded Preachers; 


fuch as Tillotfon, Charnock, arrow, Scot, F. lavel, 


and Hopkins, &c. 


Surely to drink of the Fountains that have 


burſt forth from eminent Preachers to the View 
of the World, is the beſt Way to fix on a good 


Method. 


1 come to 1 before you the Method of 
d the Text handled, and the 
Parts of . and what doth natively flow from 


the ſame, without the leaft Force, may Feat, 5 


appear unto the Underſtanding, and may eaſil 
be retained in the Memory of the Preacher, and 
of the Hearers. 

There are ſome Things to be done bende the 


com poſing of a Sermon. As firſt, ſerious and 
aden imploring of Divine Aftance there- 


unto, that you. may be affifted in Method, Mat- 
ter and Delivery; and that God may be glori- 


fied, and his People edified; and you helped to 
| teach diſtinQly, to convince clearly, and to per- 


fade powerfully. 


2. You muſt make Choice of a Leüldhable 


and pertinent Text, ſuch an one as you think 
will be moſt . unto your Hearers. 


3- You muſt conſult the beſt Come 
upon the Text, and carefully read Books on the 
Süpject and atter to be inſiſted upon. 
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9 upon it. In che Preface, Dexterity ity muſt 


uſed here, to find ont ſome appoſite and 
moving Expreſlio ns, to captivate” the Heart 
and Ears of the Hearers in the Ent 7 We find 
the Prophets and Apoſtles introducing their 
Sermons with, Thus ſaith the Lord, and, Hear 
the Word of the Lord. And thus not only in the 
Entry, but when the Hearers turn flack in At- 
tention, a rouſing Word may be dropt, or be- 
fore any Purpoſe of more ſpecial Concernment, 
or .Reproof, or Admonitions (a). Your Pre- 
face muſt have a native and clear Connection 
with your Text and Subject. Shew them, that 
ou are to deliver unto them the Meſſage of 
God concerning their Eternal Salvation, and 
that you are in Chriſt's ſtead ſpeaking to them; 
and that receiving or rejecting you will be rec- 
koned a receiving or a rejecting of Chriſt (5), 
You may draw your Preface from the Connecti- 
on of what goes before: Or, if you have preach- 


8 


ed on that Text, you may introduce your ſelf 
by a compendious Repetition of what you 
ſpoke formerly on that Text: Or, by remov- 
ing of what might be expected to be ſpoken 
to from ſuch a Text, or from what you intend 
to handle at the Time : Or, by citing of 
ſome appoſite Scripture, with a ſhort gloſs up- 


on it, leading your ſelf into the Text. It may 
15 with a Commendation of the Author, or 

Subject; or, it may be drawn from the Scope 
or Intention of the Author. If you be to 

Preach on Chriſt's feeding of 4000 with ſeven 
Loaves, you may ſay, Fear the Lord, O 4 e 
Meg Cota ts opal oo, | 
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2 Cor. 3. 20. 1 Theſ. 2. 13, Chap. 4. 8. James I, 217. 
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NPE ,Metaphorical, take 
reface, Tom 55 ing from which ; it is 


9 firſt ſh W the 999095 8 general Na- 
ture of it, and then de ing wherein it agrees 
With that Which vou are to handle. In Ser- 
nong on  extraord ing, Occaſions, as Faſts, 


hankfgivings, & in with the imp ulſtve 
9 Four ofing. led 4 Text, "which 


vou Jo. pon as ſuiting the Emergency. 


7 
Bade at great aberty is allowed in 
Exordiums ben there is much Matter to 


ed in E F Time, it may be 'omit- 
1 hav ome, Preface their 'Diſ- 
ourle,. with s 25 Apology of their un tneſs to 
Preach before ſuch an Nile; to me it ap- 
peared, as Pride under the Mask of Humility, 
ny unbecoming an Ambaſſador of Chriſt,” - 
- I come..now. to. the ſecond Thing in the Me 
. _ _ thod, 17 8 f the Narration of the Sco Scope of the 
Text, which is to ſhew what is intended d there 
by. the Holy Ghoſt, and What is fitteſt to be 
taught from it. "That you may find out, the 
true Scope, you. moſt narrowly read Wy Son- 
N der the WI ole Chapter where your Text. 15, 
and you mi ſeriouſly Pender the whole "Con- 
text, that you may underſtand the Dependence, 
or . nce of the Text on that which 
- goes. before, or that Which follows after, Con- 
Jult the Original, and beſide your own. 'Tra 903 
ſation, ,; read and compare x With other Vi; | 
ons; take, the help of choice: Aare Foal / 
EY and Lima Criticks, &. If after all 702 1 
* l in the * reiterate Four D 2 
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found Meditation, and amploring of Divine Af 
ſiflance. | | 


Icome now tothe third Thing in the Text thy 
on;. which is ho fondo, or or. 

the Diviſion. There are who ae cage the. 
Analyſis and the 'Divaſi ion of the Text thus, 
hey Tay, That the Analyſis is the Reſolution 


of Text into its even Parts in what Ki 


o ever, and; 7 in any reſpect, as ts, 
Foundation: 105 be enſuing Sermon: But the 
Diviſion is the Reſolution of the Text into ſuch 
Parts, as belong unto. the Theme to be han- 
dled, and which vale up the ſame, or point- 

treating upon it. The 
iſion is the diſtributing of it into its ſeve- 
ral Heads, or the Enumeration of jt into its | 


ſeveral Parts: This laſt perfe&s the ſormer; 


and as the Analyſis — 2 4 to the Diviſi ion, ſo.. | 
the Diviſion: of the Text leadeth to the perfect- 
ing of the Sermon, The generality, = Au- 
thors uſe theſe Terms, promiſcuouſly. Piſcatar 
is a renowned help for-analyſing on the whole 


Bible. There are ſome Texts that 8 of 


no Diviſion. When the Text admits, of a hs : 
viſſon, the Partieulars muſt be clearly. 
evidently contain d in the Text, and not 8 
dusible Things; and they muſt be ſhort and 
perſniouous, redueing the particular Heads un- 
der the General, as yo have Occaſion to treat 
upon them. Fou are to obſerve rather the 


true Order of the Matter, than — the Words 
in the Text, and yon ſhould cauſe each Diyi- 


ſton in the Text to depend upon another. If 


tas be ee of the Text unto hat 
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_ preceeds or follows, either expreſſed by ſome 
connective Particle in the Text, or virtually or 
- eminently contain'd in it, you ſhould make 
that a Part of your Diviſion. If your Text 
be Hiſtorical or Parabolical, then make as ma- 
ny Parts in it, as the Circumſtances of it will 
allow. If your Text contain a Similitude, then 
let the firſt Part of your Diviſion be of that 
Which is to be illuſtrated by that Similitude, 
and the other Part, of the Agreement of the Si- 
militude with it. If your Text conſiſts partly 
of Metaphorical, and partly proper Terms, 
then let the Reaſon of the Metaphor ſtill make 
a Part of the Diviſion. If your Text contain 
Precepts, Prohibitions, Threatnings, it may be 
2 divided, that its Parts may be reduced to 
theſe four Circumſtances, who, to whom, what, 
wherefore, as the Perſon commanding, and 
what he commands, and to whom he gives the 
command, and wherefore he gives the com- 
mand. If you cannot eaſily fl upon the Di- 
viſſon of the Text, put a brief Paraphraſe in the 
room thereof, and then let it be explained. + 
IT come now to the fourth Thing to be done, | 
which is the 8 of the Text, as the | 
Interpretation of obſcureWords, dark Phraſes, - 
and Connection therein contained by other 
Mords more clear, according to the Mind of 
the Holy Ghoft, ſpeaking in the Holy Scrip- 
ture, whereby one intire and general Senſe 1 
may be had thereof, If the Text be plain and | 
evident at the firſt View, the Explication may 
be laid aſide, for Multiplication of Words, to 
make that plain which is already evident, dar- 
kens it the more, and keeps the Hearers in ſuſ. 


- penſe of hearing of what is to be ſaid for their 
_ 'Edification:: If indeed the Text have any obſcu- 
. rity either in Words or Sentences, let them be as : 
| ſhortly as poſſible unfolded. The obſcurity of 
_ Scripture ariſeth; for the moſt Part, either from 
the Errors in the Tranſlations, or the Ignorance 
of the proper Signification of the Words, r of 
the Matter it ſelf, or not Obſervation of ſome 
Circumſtances about the Text, or from Appear- 
. ances of Contradictions by ſome other Places of 
Scripture, or from the Miſtake of figurative 
Speeches. If the Text be large, that you can- 
not overtake it, but only Purpoſes to handle 
à Part of it, having as much Matter in the firft 
Member of the Diviſion, as will diſtil Do- 
Arine abundantly for the ſpending of the Time; 
let no more of that Text be explicate, nor 
what is obſcure in the firſt Member of the Di- 
viſion, paraphraſing on the foreſaid, without 
4 going zany further on in the Text, except in 
lomèe popular Diviſion for to explicate 15 
whole; upon which you are not to preach, fo 
the Time or Day doth firſt keep the Hearers 
long in a Trance, 2. It muſt be, explicate o- 
ver again at the next Occaſion, by reaſon, that 
not only Hearerg will forget, but alſo for ſhew- 
ing of the more clear Deduction of the Doctrine, 
except the whole Text be dependent; ſo that 
one Part of it cannot be clearly explicate with- 
out the other. Let the Explication always be 
eaſt in the Mould of the Ground of the Do- 
ctrines, to be drawn. forth in their own. Time 
and Place. Under the compaſs of this Conſide- 
ration comes the ſpeaking of the anſwering Ob- 
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jections; which do ariſe either directly, or by _ 


[6] 
onſcquente from the Text it ſelf, or from the 
Doctrine When it is rai fed, or from ſome con- 
XArovented' Points that come to hand. In the 
'6byiatitig ef Objecrions, great Skill and Pru- 

Hence is required, both in regard of the; fitteſt 
Place in anſwering of them; and alſo the way 
Sf anſwering them. - If chere be Objections that 
Appear at Re firſt glance, che y ſhould be remd- 
ved in de Expoſſtion of the Words; but if 
they are couched up, and d not obvious, let 
Them alone until you me to raiſe the Doctrine 
From the Place where they are; then ſpeak bf 
them, in layitig down the Method of proſecnt- 
Ing of the fame: Let nd needleſt or not edify- 
ing Objectibns or Queſtions be I cannot omit 
tt ſpea of them, Who in their Expofition of 
k Ffome- hask Place, bring ſurth' the Judgment of 
A. ſeveral others; mention only wkat yu den- 
; eeive to be the true meaning of the Words. 
Yon may ſay, tho Writers Vary in expoum- 
ing, however, the Expoſition that is moff coh- 
enant, and agrees beſt wih the Scope uf the 
Place; is to be followed by you; not ſpeaking bf 
me Particulars of any other There awegmzk- 
| ny likewiſe in ſhewing "the! divers Significa- 
8 tons. and Acceptations f Words, as if the 
Word, Spirit, occur in their Text, they:walkde- 
dare how git is taken in this Place, G. ſu- 
Per fluouſly ſpending the Time; you mould 
only nommate as many of them ab coricerns, 
and may be reduced unto, or make for the 
Scope of the Text, and paſd by the reſt. Some 
put the Explication before the Diviſibn, but 
T eſteem it better to explain every Branch in 
prder after the ſame. Tou muſt compare your 
Text with parallel Scriptures; conſider when 
e 1 
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a 4a; Phraſe,” or Whale 8 


rl. when rot 
property, and 1 275 ng ay, 1 1 7 
ſo do not deny it, fo it over. , | when ie! i 
it: When poken of i in 


1 be taken dert, without "contratitt; 
ing! ſome Place 0 1 5 br ling in ag inf 
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a certain Ep itome of the Scripta 
the 8510 an and cler le 


9 5 e b age 
(= 10DS, z, ene ea vVdur to Et, 
a ant explainifig of one Part 10 00 T, 
a continued Thread of Difcourle.” nile 
. to the fifth; Thing propoſe 
ſpoken concerning theAnaly 1 
a "Text, Tcome now to 25857 Wake ee al. 
Interpretation of it. Ihe Pat. eats A der 
tion apd ſhort Recap uon d. of all the Heads . 
the; Analytical Exptication, proceed 5 c 
reſpe&-to. the Scope z* including alſo ea | 
— of all the Grounds ** = 


LL as. 
Doctrines which you intend to raiſe from ths 
Text. The Paraphraſe is a preſenting, as it 
were in a Map, to the Minds of the Hearers, 
the Subſtance of the whole Analytical Explica- 


tion conjunctly, what was ſeparately and by 


Parts opened up before ; as alſo, the Sum of 


the enſuing Sermon. It muſt be expreſt in 


other Words, to prevent ah Appearance of a 


Tautology 
fon, p 7 


ating the Speaker in the Text. The 


Tranſition from the Analytical Part of the Text 


(or from the rendring of the Text, where there 


1s only a Paraphraftical - Explication) to the 


Paraphraſe is uſual, after this or the like Form, 
as if he had ſaid, Sc. or conceive with me the 


Senſe of the Words to be thus. Let the Para- 


phraſe be ſhort and ſufficient. Long periods 

and prolixity of Words is needleſs an 

coming 8 it muſt be perſpicuous aud clear. 
E 


Theſe 


of the Doctrines. The; 
betwixt the Sum and the Paraphraſe : The 


Sum is proponed in the third Perſon, and the 


Paraphraſe in the firſt; The Sum is but an im- 


perfect meaning of the Words; but the Para- 
phraſe is a larger and clearer diſcovery of 


them : I eſteem it beſt to put them in one. 


I come now to the ſixth Thing in the Me- 


thod, which is the Deduction of the Doctrine 
by a Paraphraſe, ſhewing the Ground of the 
Obſervation before the Nomination of the 
Doctrine, the Ground whereon it is raiſed, and 


from which it is fetched, muſt be ſhewn, that 
it may be ſeen to rife neceſſarily. The . 


: let it be expreſſed in the firſt Per- 


unbe- 


xts that need no Expoſition, alſo no 
Paraphraſe, muſt carry in them all the Grounds 
there are ſome Difference 
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muſt be fully cleared and laid out in Brogd: 


band, or in open Terms, and ſo manifeſt, 


the Hearer may ſee before ever he deduce a 


Doctrine, whats to be inferred. Grounds may be 
taken from the Occaſion and Caufe'of the Words, 
or from the Demonſtration of the Text, as 


Command, Promiſe, Reproof, M. The Scope 


is ever the | beſt Ground, divers Parts of the 
Scope, afford divers Grounds; Words in the 
Text, Circumſtances and Order will be ſuffici- 
ent Grounds. This Way of laying down 
Grounds makes all Things ſmooth and plain, 
for it makes the Text f K: If the Text itſelf 
be a Doctrine, then the Ground and the Do. 
ctrine are one and the ſame. Tho? the Ground 

has been touched in the Expoſition and Para- 

phraſe; yet when the Doctrine is to be delive- 
red; the Ground again is to be repeated, and 
that more fully and immediately, to be placed 
before the Doctrine, differing in Words, The 
next Thing to be done is to raiſe the Doctrines: 

A Doctrine is a Theological Propoſition, in- 
forming the Underſtanding about Things to 
be believed and done, either expreſly contain- 
ed in the Words of the Text, or immediately, 
or by direct Conſequence following from thence 


for ſome Dodrines are expreſs and explicite, 


and others by conſequence and implicite. As 
for your Doctrine, obſerve the following Di- 
reqions: See that it be a Divine Truth, 
and that it is contain'd in the Text; ſee 


that you inſiſt upon the Doctrines that are prin» 
cipally intended in it, and tend moſt to Edi» 


fication : You muſt expreſs your Doctrine in 


plain Terms; N the conſequence of the Doctrine | 


F 
| 
4 
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muſt be clear, and if need be cleared. If ma- 
ny Doctrines ſpring from your Text, choaſe. . 
the fitteſt and moſt native, and paſs by the. 
reſt; Let your, Doctrines be diſtinct ſee that 
you paſs not over the nominating gf, Doctrines 
that are obvious, tho your Time w 11 not al. 
We Hs anne? 9 po bg 21 AH 
your Doctrines in their natural Order, each of 
them depending upon another. Put the gene- 


Ez * 


ral Obſervations, and then the particular; han- 
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dle the principal Doctrines of; the T. t fully, 
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paſſing over the, acceſſary Hoctrines briefty z. 


nary and preparatory thereto. When you fan, 
dle two Doctrines that are, only formally di. 


1 4 WA i 14 3-#1 n ns 
ſtinct, you muſt ſhew plainly. wherein; they, 


them: You muſt ſhew, the Foundation 80 our 


becauſe that they are chiefly and properly 
intended for Illul tration of Doctrinal Texts. 
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Bechiser fm che (one lion are not always to 


be handled firſt: The Order of Doctrines are not 
alwhysoto: follow the: Order of Words in the 
Text; but the Order of Nature, the Suhject be- 
fore the Accident, the End before the Means 
Js a Lees mow. in the ſeventh Place, td ſpeak 

* lication and Amplification 
file 1 Doctrine that you (des 
ſi N mit: be proven by fires: ;or 
— "Betiptures, ; with à ſhort Paraphraſe 
upon them x; ſorfie Böctrines may be proven 
from the>very light pfoNature; as the Being 
of Gol: Both from his Works of Creation and 
Providence There art ſome Doctrines Iq clear, 


that they need no Confirmation, as, ſuch as 


are common Principles; and univerſally ænown 
Truths, and theſe that are og: hs 5 ww 
clearly founded on the Text. 

of! Fathers or Colincils dre . yh: iſe 
Voctrines may be proven from the Experience 
of a Land, or of a particular Perſon. - * 
The Doctrine being proven, it would be 
cleared alſo: by Reaſon,” which compleats the 
Underſtanding of the Hearers in the Doctrine; ; 
and aſſures Weir Perſwaſion of the Equity 
thereof, and makes them ready to receive the 
Doctrine: The Reaſon and Probation differ in 
this, The Proof ſhews; the Doctrine to be true; 
the Reaſon ſhews why it is true: Reaſons may 


be dran from Scripture, or from the Prin- 


ciples of right Reaſon; then it may be ſhewn 
what it merch, . what = ATT: and = 
wn it — „ ct : 
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1 come now, in the Eighth Place; to the Ap- 


Conſequence of the Doctrine. The various Uſes 
that may be draum from a Doctrine may be 
theſe, vz. Information, Refutationy Reproof, 
Conſolation, Terrorp and Exhortatian. The firſt 
Two have a Reſpect to the Under ſtanding, as 
alſo the Uſe of Examination, uhick is rather 
a Qualification of the reſt of the Iſes, than a 
diſtin& Species of them; the laſt Four have a 
Reference to the Will. The Dehortation comes 
in with the Exhortatioh, with Reſpect to the 
contrary. Object. Nhe Number of the Uſes 
muſt be referred to the Diſcretion of the Prea- 
cher. We muſt not think to draw all Kinds of 
Uſes from every Doctrine; we muſt only draw 
ſuch as come natively in. For Example, I ſup- 
Poſe that the Doctrine is, That God is Omni- 
preſent. Inference. We may learn hence That 
the Doctrine which our Church teacheth, is 
true, of God's. being every where; and we òught 
always to mind, That wherever we are, God is 
_ preſent. Refutation. Therefore it is a falſe Doc- 
trine of thoſe that deny God's Eſſential Preſence. 
Reproof. To thoſe that ſin in God's Preſence. 
_ Conſolation. To thoſe that are under Affliction: 
They are ſtill in the Prefence of a compaſ- 
fionate God. Terror. To thoſe that provoke 
God: He will find them out. Eabortaton Let 
us walk always before him, minding that we 
are ſtill in his Preſendgdſgmme. 
Ihe uſe of Information is that whereby the 
Mind is informed in what doth natively flow 
from the Doctrine. Herein Duties are ſhewed 
and Sins, &. 1 e L 
The 


plication. All Uſes ſhould be an immediate 
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The UL of Porn Hereticks, that op- 
ſe the Doctrine, in Hand, are to be refuted. 
hs you muſt obſerye, That what you con- 
dern, is truly an Error (a). You mut; 9 8 
fully cite the Exrog.. Let your Arguments b 
ſolid, 1 8 Reflections 3 Paſſion. Do 1 
mention Exrors that your Auditory never heard 
of, nor axe in Danger of them; nor muſt you 
5 the Arguments of Adverſaries, N 
wn to the Hearers, and you are able 
babe to refute. them. IF the Error be 
known, only to a few, it is better to deal with 
hems in private, an "that with Meekneſs. 
. is, when Men are re- 
bügel for 125 2 their Dut 1.0 which is to 
he demonſtrated by Marks to be taken from the 
ties, Ad juncts, Effects, or Oppoſites of 
e reatneſs og it is to be proven from 
£4 avations. To this may be referred an 
| mentation over Sin, or Puniſhment, 


Ge 1 5 It, may be am plified by giving Scri tu- 
eatnings a ſuch a Sin, and Diſſwa- 
mk from that Sin, and Means and Helps for 
eviting the ſame. Clearly convince the Perſon 
of his . here Marks are requiſite (a). In 
roof uſe; Scripture Expreſſions. 
7g he tie of. Con ation; for removing and 
5 Grief, and comforting of the Afflict- 
mil ug forth the Mercy of God, and 
his ines to be. reconciled to all poor pe- 
nitent Believers. Here Marks may be given 
of their Right to Conſolation; and it may be 
Woah rom Le, Fe, and from the 
E E 
* Ha. 3. 20s 17 2 Tim. 4. 2. © Ila. 1. 21. 2 * * 4. 2. 
(4) 1 Sam. 15. 14. 2 Sam. 12. Ts * | 


it muſt be done diſtinct 


us, as it is uſeful and neceffa 


| = $1 
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Alder of tlie aints, 5 
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20 
1 Uſe of Terror 18, t fright, ey 
by Threatnings, . Matth:” 277 Fr 
Like 13. L.. B Goal 5 75 TE 
amples, Luke 16. 10, 
chetically, Ha. 22. 4, Don 11 15 ky 1 
Rom. 9. 1, 2, 3. & 10. miſt 660 f 
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224; puttin 
rence betwixt Sing of II rifirm ty, and ©-Diſt 


neſs; and betwixt avowęd Enemites an bY the 
crites, * They. are to. Si pred ag Bil Y, the 


Law, and by Examples. 


An Ie of Exhortationi 5 to Ro up ne 


Soul to ſue for ſome future Good. The ſa 


backed with Motives to en 185 the Heart, gk 


to perſwade the Will to the Things exhörted. 
Motives ali Rene differ. 'Motives ſpew ſubh 
Things to be done ing "Reaſons of the Poe- 
trine ate drawn from the Nature R "LI 
propounded t therein: But Motive are drawn 
from the Relation the Thing oh to has, to 

ry. Hence, Mo- 
tives are drawn from Necelſit „Ut ley, Dez 


cency, Honour, Honeſty, Faci ity: urt, Se. 
Examples have much Force to 20 us Ty. 


mitation, in moving the AﬀeCtions!” ''N Lotives 
may be drawn from the Advantage Ay Diſs 
27 5 S. 3 by 

Uſe Directions to proper Help S and Meade 


as Knowledge of your Duty, Senſe of your De- 


ficience, Uſe of all Means. Hore may come 
R > - ; SY ee . 0 in 


£ ; US « * gf *& — * 4 . 524 e. * 8 3 


v 
Co 
* 
1471 


a ee 


> I 


"O in fn — 54 — 


8 d- 
SA... 


. 


n 
89 


r *r 
41 * 229 7 


49 0. 


WW 
3 


Sam CE 


3 an „ „ 6＋ mation” 
- 


177 


in an Uſe of Pat: if in 4 State of Sin. Let 
your. fake be ſtrong and ear. e t 
"Uſe of Dehortation from Sin. If your Dbe- 
trine be concerning a Virtue," then let the Ex- 
hortation be firſt :” But if aber a Vice, then 
Dehortation ſhould preceed. 
** e Epilogue or >oncluſſ on may be, in a 
endlbr Repetition of the whole Heads of 
the Sermon, in one Chain; as if it feemed a 
new. Oration, Or it m 500, de Cloſed with a DPD - 
b. W. or Proer to G who only « can make 
ord effeQu 7 PRES 
I ſhall lay aro my Reader a Method 9 
Preaching nf is Nas eſcribed hy the Jearned Bi- 
ſhop of Fruit (6 “ He 20 {ih to chooſę a 
“plain Text 10 ; the Diſcourſe from; and 
*© that great Care be uſed in opening it up, 
“ and what ariſeth from the ſame, and con- 
„current Paſſages” of Scripture to illuſtrate 
„it; Which ought to be done with Judgment. 
«The Text. being opened, then the Point, on 
< which the Sermon is to run, muſt be laid 
4 open ; and it muſt be well ſtated, and fully 
« ſet out. Things muſt be ſet in a clear Light, 
2 * and: brought forth in ſhort Periods, and in as 
plain Words as may be. The Reaſons of 
205 „ Ha muſt be made as ſenfible to the Peo- 


„ple as poſfible; as in Virtues and Vices; their 


„ Tendencies and Effects; their being ſuitable 
pt or unſuitable to our Powers, ta both Souls 
e and Bodies, to tlie Intereſts of this Life as 
0 well as the next, and to the Good and Evil 


664 they do to human Sexieties Families, and 
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ct Neighbourhoods, ought to be fully and fre- 
* quently opened. In ſetting theſe forth, ſuch 
* a Meaſure is to be kept, that the Hearers 
* may perceive, That Things are not ſtrained, 
& in the Way of a Declamation, unto forced 
& Characters; but that egi ſet out as truly 
* as they are, without making them ſeem bet- 
& ter, by imaginary Perfections; or worſe, b 

c undue n For the carrying thoſe 
4 Matters beyond the plain Obſervation of 
* Mankind, makes that the Whole is looked 
< on as a Piece of Rhetorick, the Preacher 
* ſeeming to  antend rather to ſhew:. his 
* Skill in raiſing his Subject too high, or run - 
„ning it down too low, than to lay before 


„ 


* them the native Conſequence of Things, 
“ and that which, upon Reflection, they may 
be all able to perceive is really true. Vir- 
* tue is fo good in itſelf, that it needs no falſe 
Faint to make it lock better; and Vice is 
5e ſo bad, that it can never look; ſo ugly, as 
<< when ſhewed in its own natural Colours: 8 
that undue Sublime, in ſuch Deſcriptions, 
* does hurt, and can do no good. ,, 
As for the Applicatory Part. Here great 
* fHJudgment is to be uſed, to make NE bes | 
„ vieſt, and ly the longeſt upon ſuch Particu- 
lars as may be within the Compaſs of the 
% Auditory. Directions concerning high De- 
“ votion, to a ſtupid ignorant Company; or 
“of Generoſity and Bounty, to a very poor 
6 People; againſt Pride and Ambition, to ſuch 
4 as are dull and low-minded; are ill ſuited, 
* and ſo muſt have little Effect upon them: 
Therefore Care muſt be taken, That the Ap- 
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VP 
ec plication be uſeful and proper; That it make 
e the Hearers apprehend ſome of their Sin and 
« Defeds, and ſee how to perform their Duty; 
e That it awaken them, and direct them in 
it: And therefore the moſt, common Sins, 
<« ſuch as Men's neglecting their Duty to God, 


+ 


in the ſeveral Branches of it; their ſetting 


e their Hearts inordinately upon the World; 
« their lying in Diſcourſe, but chiefly in bar- 
„gaining; their Evil-ſpeaking, and their Ha- 
tred and Malice, . ought to be very much 

and often brought in. Some one or other of 
e theſe ought to be in exery Application that 
« js made; by which they may ſee, That the 


* whole Deſign of Religion lies againſt them. 


* Such particular Sins, Swearing, Drunken- - 
* neſs, or Lewdneſs, as abound in any Place, 
4 muſt likewiſe be frequently brought in here. 
“ The Application =, be clear, ſhort, very 
* weighty, and free of every Thing that looks 
e Iike Affectations of Wit and Eloquence. Here 
<<: the Preacher muſt be all Heart and Soul, de- 
* ſigning the Good of his People. The whole 

„Sermon is directed to this: Therefore, as it 
« is fit that the chief Point, which a Sermon 


I drives at,;ſhould be often come over and over, 


„chat ſo the Hearers may, never loſe Sight of 


143 
mee 


bee A the Pans,of the, Explanation, mult - 


come in to enforce it. The Application muſt . 
<« be opened in the ſeveral. Views that it may 
c have 3 but thoſe muſt be chiefly inſiſted on, 
that are moſt ſuitable both ge 10 Capacities 
ce and the Circumſtances of the People. And, 
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« in the Concluſion, all ought to be ſumme 


<< 2p in a weighty Period or two; or ſome 


other, 


Al 


« other ſignal Paſſage of the Sctiptures] rela- 
<« ting to it, may be ſought for; that ſo the : 
Matter may be left upon the Auditory, in 
<<. the folemneſt Manner poſſi ble. 
+ A Miniſter ſhould have his Diſconſe formed 
and ranged in a good Order, embelliſhed with 
eaſy and plain Expreflions. The 1 ab muſt 
be eaſy, not mean, but noble, and brought in 
upon a Deſign to make the Matter better un- 
derſtood. The Words ſimple, and in common 
Uſe, not above the Underſtanding of the Peo- 
ple. All long Periods muſt be avaided. He 
ſhould uſe his beſt Eloquence to break hard and 
ſtony Hearts, and tender Touches to the woun- 
ded in Spirit. The moſt polite and learned are 
charmed with Eloquence; yea, the very Vul- 
gar take Pleaſure, therein; it calls in the At- 
tention of all Sorts. Pat Similes are very em- 
belliſhing to a Setmon; ſach as this that Chry- 
om (a) gives, to ſhew how much it is for the 
Benefit of our Bodies, that they are reduced to 
Aſhes. <A brazen Statue, defaced by Time, 
“ is melted down, in order to be renewed with 
4 more Beauty. You' do not think it is de- 
e ſtroyed by ſuch à Diſſolution ; but, on the 
contrary, that it requires a new Being, and 
« 1s changed very much for N ; 
Sprite were A much under the Old Tefla- 
ment (b), and in the New. Our Saviour did 
frequently uſe them (c). Pat Similes elevate 
and raiſe the human Nature into raviſhing Tranſ- 
ports, They move the Powers of the Soul, and 
tickles the Ears to bend their Ne and 
R e . i arms 
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(a) cum ſoſt. Hom, on Marth. 3. (6) Ifa. 3. 16. cc. Jer. 2 5. 15, 
c. Jet. 4. 7, Cc. (c) Matth. 23. 13. Cc. Luke 16. 19, C. 
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] for Words t or take Vent from a glows 
1 Rep "ll be 1 ave, Glaze in me Spi- 
rits of the Hearers. © t bot ry r Diſcourſe 
ans un leaſt Air of 5 18 Nunfüitable for 
the Pulpit, and the > Ghar aracter of a 7 6 8 51 
Let your "Deferi jor generally applied, 


Thartder ,: againſt Ice, bat Thar the clous, 
Evidence ity" and Tendernefs. to him; and be- 
ware of u domineering Air. It woold be, for 
the Advantage of ſome,” "that they would ſet a 
Lookin Glass before the Nennt In their Cloſet, and 
repete their Sermon in private, narrowly ob- 
ſexving their whole Geſture, before” that they 
deliver.the*ſanie in publick, that there be no- 
thin > unbecomibg i In the ſame. But, above all, 

he ſhould ponder the Matter of his Diſcourſe, 
that tithe edif 9018 g and moving. | 
ſhould not exceed Half à Hour. It i is not 5 
to 9 theug at That the Whole Congregation | 
will en ded Ears to long Di iſcourſe. It 1 18 
ſirel 4 5 to difmiſs the People With an Appe- 
tite, 170 ſend them Home cloyed, or With 
4 Surfeit. 1 am of Opinion, That Miniſters 
ſhould net dwell long upon one Text; and if 
they do, they ſhould' beware of dragging in 

Things by Heat ang Ears, that would come in 
more natively from other Texts. 1 
Noeitlier do T approve of Miniſters Wel 1 
through Wore Books or Chapters. 1 ay it 
etter 


[56] : 


better to chooſe ſuitable Texts here and there, 
which the think will be moſt edif lying and 
moving. Let your Stile be pompous, reat, 
elevated, and harmonious to the Ear; weeks 
pong: ſmooth, eaſy, even, lively; anc 1 5 a 
Advance to the End of your 

malt not fink or languiſh upon your Ha 

Your Expreſſions ar re to be varied, not only _ 
Things og ſa 7, by 
different Manns t, 5 ometimes f im Ple, at other 
Times figurative. 

I come now to ſhew the Duties of che Peo- 
ple to their Miniſters. They are not to ſuffer 


them r to be triumphed over, in lying un- 


der 1 iritual Bondage of an implicite Faith 
In their eachers ; But they ſhoulc Follows the 


ol 


ing the Scripture, that they may ſee 555 they 


teach be conform to the ſame. 105 
Neither are they to bear with their Given. 
cial Performance of any Part oh, heir Miniſte- 
rial Function, except in caſe that Providence 
hath rendred them unfft for the ſame; and, in 
that Caſe, they are to bear and ſ pipathize wut 
them. They are to bear with their ien 1155 

fir mities, looking n them as Men of 
Paſſions with nos es; but not wit 

ſinful and bad Practices and Errors, 1 5505 
certain Evidences of their R epentance and Ar 


mendment. I only mean here, that they are 

to proſecute them before Church- udicatories, 

by roviding that they have ſufficient Probation to 
their Guilt on them, If the Church find 


the Guilt not ſo t as to e Depok ton, 
HR 0 


0 3 $. 3} 
* 


t. they mug be ſaid in a 


ens om a n . VE LED nd * 


6771 


ee ig men And the Probitiont lame, 25. drop 


the Proceſs, the People, in that Caſe, ate not 


to ſeparate from any Worſhip for the Sths of 

the Miniſter; nor for the Sins of Fellow-Wor- 
mai perr⸗ i For their Sins only defile the Otdi- 
nantes de the guilty, but not to ſincete'CHriſti- 
ans hat are Partakers of the ſame. It no more 
doth it, than Juda caring the Paſſover defiled 

the ſame to the bleſſed Diſciples. We are not 
to joyn in what is ſinful, but we may ſurel ly 
Joyn*with- them in what'is according to God's 
Word! In what I have faid, I do not mean, 
That we are to hear ſuch as have not God Call; 
for chere ig a Curſe upon their Labqurs, Jer. 
23: $2. and they are not to be heard, Ver. 16. 
tte Promiſe of Chrifts Preſence is only to 

chat are ſent of God, Matth. 28. 19, 20. 

| The People ſhould honour their Miniſter; for 
the Office 1 is honourable, and the 2 | 
Lord gives them lofty Ti itles, as Angel 


Li ghts, 
Ambaffadors, Stewards, Treaſurers, Aan 
men, and the People their Husbandry, Shep- 
herds and Watchmen, and the People their 
Sheep (o). They are engaged in honourable 
Service. they are entruſted with the Goſpel, 
with che precious Jewels of Chri/f's Crown, 


with che wieder Matters of his Kingdom, and 
the precious Souls of his People. Alas, man 
look on the Work of the Miniftry as a Buſinels 
only proper for Men of an inferior Genius, or 
of a lower Rank. I cannot but pity thoſe ſtu- 
5 PR and blinded Souls, that have ſo low and 


N 


* S 8 


Co) 1 Rom. 11. 13. 2 Cor, 5. 20. 10005, + „ 2, 7. rhef , 
17. Fhil, 2. ws | 


781 


creeping, Thoughts of ſo Holy and uſeful am Or- 


iT 82 


Ange. | 2158 
\. The very Law of Ning, dictates the: fone to 
5 as the Learned Killing feet proves 


is to be worſhipped; i oz t 1 thoſe 


*- whoſe Emplo ment; chiefly. to attend upon 3 
Reyerence 


ene ought to have greater 
„than others. By the ſame Reaſon 
1 < that: if -we do honqu the King; ha 

nearer any are, to the] King's as 
« tendance. and Imployment, th 
* nour is to be ſhewn them. 


& which 1 18, that the, Honour given. = Servants 


1. as ſuch, is not £088; to their, 105 but to 
6 their Rel ations; or tp the one only upen 
« 'the Account of the. - er, .and-{0.1t. doth not 
4e fix and terminate u ar fie c pt; Ea 
c bounds back, and reflects on the Jrzgan And 

<« Folintain of that E nour, the rar Ns 
« ſelf « So, if any be noured upon ther. Ac. 
* countof their immediate Nee in the 
“ Service of God, it is: God who is * Y,, ho- 
te nouted, and not they, it being the 

n expreſs, their Honour to God, by ſhewin 
e it r and reſpectively to thoſe 
wh o either r 2 him, or are emplayel 
e by him, as 


pe , the H one; pplleth t hrough: them 
18 to Gi Himel. 1 We ought moſt kighly to 


* 


love and eſteem thoſe who ſe: Graces, are, more 


eminent and conſpicuous, as e s the 


Similitude of God in Holineſs, * 
"hey 


* 


22 


. * = * + K 


05 Irenicon P. 33. 29. @ E Homil, 65, in Gen, 47. 26. Toms 
1 Ea. Ce vil, p. 303. | 


Vay Men 


ry/oftom, ſpeaks in this, very 


[+79]; 


They. ſhould obe y them, and take with their 
Ne ſeeing that they bear Rule over them. 
It is fad to ſee People madly Fond to walk in 
ickedneſs, notwithſtanding of the Warnings 
that they have of their Danger. Obey them that 
bave the Rult' over, you, and ſubmit your ſelves; 
fot the watch. for your Souls, as they that muſt 
give. #, Account, that they may do it with Joy, 
and not with Grief. 'Heb. 13. 17. We are com- 
manded to take with Reproof (a). The Saints 
did fo (4): It is a Mean to attain to Know 
ledge an Wildom' (c). They are ſaid to be 
bx tiſh that re ject Reproof (d), ſuch as receive 
Re 1 55 are in the wy. of Life, but ſuch as re- 
the ſame Wander erefrom (e). God pro- 
mi eth the Effuſion of his Spirit to thoſe that 
take With rs. (f); God: will-pardon ſuch, 
and, they all be fecure from the Fear of Evil 
(CY 111 is the Way to have a flouriſhing Re- 
putation (5). It is the Way to be kept from 
udg ments, a8 Poverty and Shame (7), and of 
3 and ſudden Deſtrudtion (c). It will 
| Ge our: Mifery (7), as it will provoke 
not to pity when Sroaning under Judg: 
1 or Sin (n). | 
As it is the Duty dl the People to take Re- . 
wrt ſo it is their Duty to evidence the ſame . 
lookingon it asa Kindneſs (x), and eſteeming 
the Reprover (9), 1 in COR Love to him (p), A 
in 


——— 


3 


(a) Prov, rt. 23. & 2 23s 12. * 5. 7, 12. () 2 Sam. 12. . 
Pſal. 14. 5. Jam. 3. 18, Iſa. 39. 8. &c. (e) Prov. 18. 31, 32. 
& Cha. 1. 23, & 6. 23. & 29. 16. (d) Prov. 12. 7. Prov. 15. 
(e) Pov. 10. 17. & 6. 23, 24. (f) Prov. Is 23. (8) Prov. 1. 
30. 3% (6) Prov. 13. 18. (5) Prov. 13. 18. (A) Prov. 29. . & 
le 27, 30, 31. (“) Prov, 5. 7, 13. (n) Prov. to 23, 28. 
(») Fſal. ugh. 5. (0) Prov. 9. 8. 0) Pſal. 141, 5. 2 Sam. 25, 40s 


„ 


in doing what is oppoſite (2). to beware of ſuch . 
Sins for the Future (r), by being humbled-un- : 
der the ſame (), and more circumſpe& and 
watchful (t). A 48 4 1 8 ; . 1 
They ſhould love pity and ſympathiſe with 
them, and put a favourable Conſtruction on their 
Weakneſs and Imperfe&ions. Minifters have 
their Failings as well as others. We ſhould hate 
the Fault, but not the Faulty. They are the Mel: 
ſengers of the Lord, to wiu your Hearts to him. 
They are Advocates for you, they are often in- 
terceeding . for. you when you arefleeping, and - 
ſtudying Arguments to move you to cloſe with. 
Chriſt. Conſider, that what yon do ag M 
them, you do againſt your own Souls and the 
Souls of others; yea, againft Chrif, and yon 
ſtrengthen the Hands of Satan. 
They ſhould pray to God for them, and for 
the Succeſs of their Studies and Labours, 2 155 
3. I, 2. Finally, Brethren, pray for us, that the 
Word of the Lord may have a free Gourſe, and be 
_ glorified, and that we may be delivered from unreas. 
fouable and wicked Men, for all Men have not Faith, . 
How earneſtly doth this great Apoſtle beg this 
Favour from the believing Romans Nou ] be- 
ſeech you, Brethren, for the Lird Feſus Chriff's Sake, . 
aud for the Love of the Spirit, that you ſtriue to- 
' gether with me, in your Prayers to God for me; 
| that I may be delivered from them that do not 
believe in Jadea, and that the Service which 1 
have for Jeruſalem may be accepted of the Sams, 
that I may come unto you with Foy by the Will of 
Goa, and may with you be refreſhed, Rom. 1 * 5 
„ 


b 


*, 


. (q) Prov. 1. 22, 23. (7) Ezra 9, 13. 14. (2) Iſa. 55. 7 
Nor. 3, 2. | 


1 0 * Darts at Miniſters; 5 
M the Front- of the Battle. 
0 of 74 duſe Freedom. with their. 
NE 2 the Nate of their. Souls, Ido nor, 
oy to uſe auricular Confeſſion, 
A 19 0 feen the Papiſfi; but that they. 
ſhould col 10 em in dark and dubious Caſes.” 
: — 1 hl Rp. their "Mit iter, and, 
het Man 5 much as poſſible in thee. 
eons, as 11 eh ig Care t their own Souls, 
of the bla er their Charge, 5 inſtrüct- 

g of 1 50 Far a es in 105 oc itals of Re- 
= "and e Promo ing of Piety therein: f 
114. 115 ale their Miniſter, if all 
i of 720 lies wo op their Families 
1 1 on t 7, n ny would ſurely. ** 

7 3: N 

7 y meeting 6ften to get 14e of Chri- 
An ommaft N, Mal. + PA 69539 ſuüch Meetings 
fr Prayer, etition 1 Sermons „ And Chris. 
at Cc nferetic ren mightily « condich! 50 Edificati- 
A. ee en endeavouring, m. their vate Stati- 
he C Cony er ſion 1, of others, 'Ph WEE Am. 
1565 35 Be the N = 20 of ue the Weak, 

* Ty 15 09 tons. of Di. 

Fon, Kong! 3 25 0 2 150 4 00 Reſ-, 
| ift. 

2 18 5 7 3 28. UE; 1 5 : 


Pr + #38 


ein Phat: Ht, 

(8). Carry re 

55 Hul. 89. 185 11 1 rc 5. 1. 
FETs compoſi ing Differences, 1 Cor. 6 

7 2 Ws 100. . Prelenthe ED of Chriſt to your 


| ow 11 


>. '$& 6 


15 "Eph. . ** 6, | ; 5 * as : 


own TatereR, Phil. 2. 21. (ih Communicate. 


your Spiritual Stock of Grace and Gifts. to o- 


- 


thers, yet obſerving your Station. (12). Relieve 


the diſtreſſed, Fam. 1. 27. (13). Pt a chari- 
table Conſtruction on the 


others, 1 Cor. 13. J. 


fortable Subſiſtance, The Anabapriſts deny th 


evident from many expreſs Scriptures (aq). 


is evident alſo from the Prieſts under the Law, 


comfortably. It is evident from the 18 L 


ties that would follow cn the contrary, it wou 


| make the Miniſtry deteſtable, if they lived al- 


- 


together upon Charity, and it would be a 


Hindrance for them in the Work of the Ford 
and they could have nothing from the Uncha- 


rit able. It would make a great Diſtinction be- 


twixt Miniſters, for he that is Rich could 


Preach 


— — 


—— 4 9 


( + Cot. 5. 4, 5; to the 19. Vet. Deut. "25. 4 Matth. 10 
to. Luke 10. 2. Acts 8. 18, comp. with the to. 27. (6) Numb. 


18. 9, lo, iT, 12s Numb, 35. (e) Luke 4. 3. Phil. 3. Is, 16. 


(4) Mal. 3. 3, ro, 12. Neh. 13, fo, 11. Gal. 6, 6, 7, (% 2 Cor. 


B. 13, 14, Gal. 6. 6. Tit. 3. 3. 1 Tim. 5. 17, 18. 1 Cot 257, 
13.1 Tim. 5. 8. 1 Tim, 3. So | 2 = #1 | 


Vords:and Actions off 

| 5 

i nd 489” "ap; 1 id Hs oil: Ag SPIED® 1.4 » 4 

The People ſhouldgive their Miniſter a cm- 
they ſhould have any Reward, the contrary, i: 


RY” = 
Ie WO 


14 


niſter, ęven ſuppoſe he outſhined him in Gifts. 


It is evident from the liberal Majntengnoe the 


Lord allowed: the: Priefts and Levites under the 


The People ſhould encourage their Mini 


. 


by punQually hearing his Sermons ; this is ng 


ſmall Comfort to him, that he finds he is not 


lighted and neglected by his People. Some 
| ink. that becauſe that they have good Bork 
to read, in which there are better Niſcourſeg 


than their Miniſters are capable to give, there - 
fore they think that they may he better em- 
2 7 in reading of them, than by going to 

wurch, I confeſs, that reading of good Books 
beneficial Mean of Salvation; yet the 


is a very k Mean of 
ſame falls ſhort of being ſo effectual as preach- 
ing of the Word; for Reading has not that Spi- 


rit and Life that 5 bath, and doth not 
7e ſuch ſenſi uches to the Soul, for 
reaching comes from the Mouth of the Preach- 
er, like a Clap of Thunder from a flaming 
Cloud. (. £ ). | Moxeover Preaching is an Ordi- 
of God's Appointment, and therefore it 
onght not to be ſlighted, and the Lord hath been 
pleaſed, through all the Ages of the Church, to 
male that Ordinance more effectual for con- 


give ſuch ſenſible To 
nance o 


verting Sinners, than reading of good Books. 
Further, you may have good Books to read at 


any Time, but you cannot have Preaching al- 
ma Moreover in ſo doing we negledt God's 


lick Worſhip, which is a dreadful Sin, to 
I Rules of good Breeding, f. 120, 141 132, 123. 6 "—_ 


p 


10. 25, Mal, 122, 1. 


be more in Eſteem than the poor Mi- 


Law, which I have ſhewed in another Book 90 | 
er 
2 


— 


2 9 
. L. 8g] : 
ſight our great Creatordrid.graftioniBenefzidiur 
19 not: ing our Dependence anchisi, And uur 
ſincere Nefire to be;always ander The Verge of 
his Favour, and to ba i Communion with his 
| People, It was not the Hunuc n adinge but 
= | Philip's . Preaching, that -wrodght:Faitbidnbira.. 
+ The Lord hath annexed to the Miniſtey Cont#@- 
fron (+) ;, Regeneration (1) ʒ the. Aaron hn. 
ners tothe Church, and to himſelf by/Faatd (. 
The perfecting of the Saints, and Edifeation gf 
the Body of Chriſſ ( the Collat ian of ſhe. Spiel: 
Ty MJ, Nea, Salvation (. {2097 ddt bessa 
I ſhall give an Adyige, to theſe Matisrg de: 
prived;of a, Miniſter, that they bfrümpertiniate 
with Cpd. by Faſtinganch Pra xerthatnhehmay 
ſend them an able and: faifhful. One to Jdbout ) 
among them, and they ſhould. uſe thein inter- 
moſt Endeavour to ſee; that he be; Ripus{Pans! 
dent, and an able Teacher, and gne th bas | 
the Glory of God an the good of, Souls Chiefly : 
at Heat, 1 7 een nz dont . 
Father, Ithink, that ſeeing God imhisſpro: 
vidence has been pleaſed o wreath that Toke 
| of Patronage about the Neck df this Church, 
that they ate not to reject; one that is ſuſfcient . 
ly qualifiel, merely npon his Preſentat ion from 
the Patron ; but the People ſnould. be thankful 
to God that has mclig'd his Heart to) pitch upon 5 
one that is ſufficiently fitted for them. - I; do 
think. that the Patron ſhould conſult with i the 
Miniſters of the Bounds where the Vacancy is, 
about the Perſon he deſigns to preſent, h are 


a , 
ii a 3 ANI S 
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(6) Aas 26. 18. (i) Cor. 4. 1 3. AQs 2. , 47. cap. I, 
24. (4) Rom. 10. 14. 1 Cor. 3 3. (1) Eph. 4. 12. (1 Gal. 
2. Ads 10. 45. n) AQs 11. 14. 1 Cot. 1. 21, 1 Tim. 4. 16. 


nient 


1850 


| the fitteſt: Niere to knbw- who! are. Fit forn that 


ae dae a, Man may obe fit for ene Place 


| chat. on — 4 Neither ſhonld he 
ke RE nl 


ing on his Right of Ereſentation, 
195 en. 5 99 400 People with- 
72 i leſt by 0 doing 
1 of the. Bl 6 Bl of Souls, in be- 
15 actiy ire 12 ing Among them an unfit Per- 
n, 5 5 g of the People of God. Nei- 
ther wal te accept; a Calbthat 
is not Po oy 1. Jo's": 1+ 30s Dot) 55 
e al Liged to. provide a conve- 
5 for God's Fublick -Worſhip;: That 
genetal- 17 of, letting all Things be done 
in W it Order in his Church, ſurely it 
tends — 5 10 the Decency and Order of his 
Church, that they haye a gonvenient Building 
for the eke e ig and Servicęrof — 
that 


1 


and W Peres there 5 Edifices erected: fo 
Effect, the 1 8 uphold the ſame according 


to their (fl 


ality, that ſo they may have a con- 
venient Place for the whole Congregation to 


meet eyery 121 Pay to hear Sermon, and to 
bay: 10 Ack wowledgments to God in publick 


rayer.and 8 We ſhould ever be mind 
10 of doing ood and Communicating, ſering 
God declares. that ſuch. Service is well · pleaſi 


60 (o gere we! pre told, that t that 


up, t > ves a good Foundation 


e 2 75 to come ()] it is a Way to 
:that; 


cling on the Stores of 


1 1 this rz. The very Heathens will 


N 3 againſt fi oy are e —_— | 


CATT-4TIEH 11 71 8 4 3 


FRY * 1 4 5 | . D — 
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0 Heb. 13. 16. (s) 1 Tim. 6. 19; Prov. PRA IC 


1 86 1 


Platareh has theſe remarkable words 6), Nu. 
vel where. 5 e, aν,ajon may Hh pi uad 


Cities wü 1 55 ally without Learnmg,” without 
Kings, without | +; wit haut Well Fern 
Coin; without Shat py N- pot: hratr But 
no Man can ever ſay, that be 2010 
without jome Kind of Temple. Ne ure, 


ul Heathens tliat are only under tha” che ark 


Glitimeringsof the om ht of * ; are at — 45 
to ereU_Temples to w hat they 
be God's ; the Practice of ſuch will Nur e rhe 


demn thoſe that have their Reaſon ſet in i; 


Light, and are under the bright Shinings 

2 —.— to be deficient either in Sec . 
pporting a convenient Auge for the 12 

5 of the true God. 

| come now to turn Hh thong ts to hs Ria 
1g-Elder,, who is one that the Lord hath ap- 
5 to bear Rule in his Church, and to 
reathe in the Air of Church Dildip tine. . l 


There hath been great Debates 414 Pitputes 


concerning the Presb yter ; which hath moſt de- 
plorably cfnattered ſhar pned and ſoured the 
Minds of a vaſt many: Some e ualize him with 
the Miniſter, others de "ads biHh. „others en- 
_deavour. to Keep 4 Medium between the two. 
Extremes, in making the Presbyter only to dif. 


fer from tlie Biſhop or Miniſter, in Reſpe = 8 . 


— Circumſtances, in not being voſleſſel. of 


Fy ee the whole Office of a Bi tor, 


= ders in the Church, AS a "Ow who hath the 
3 _ame 


— 


1 ˙—̃ — 


ſd 


147) l. e Cons 7. 11. 25. 


> nn e .. ... wu 1 


Pariſh; and that he hath an tele Ri 2 t 10 


his Conſent and Permiſſion in his Bound. 
i. doubt not but that there were ſoine fuck El- 


_— 


. 9 
[ \ | = 5 
. — 


whoſe Place he ſuppliea; yet being not the Mi- 
niſter of that Place, he N cannot perfarm 0 there | 
apy Acts of his Miniſterial Function, without 
leave of the Miniſter thereof, as ſaith the Learn- 
ed Worthy and-Honourable/Author, of an En- 
quixy intd the Conſtitution of Diſcipline, Unity 
and Worſhip of the primitive Church, where 
he ſufficiently proves, that there were ſome» 
ſuch Elders; but what is ſaid doth not prove 
that there were no Lay-Elders, to take Part of 
the Burthen with the preaching Presbyters. 
There are indeed Lay-Elders in the Church by 
Divine Appointment, ordain d 2 for Diſcip- 
line and Church- Government, and for aſſiſting 

of the Paſtors in ruling the People, overſeeing 
their Manners, and cenſuring their Faults. 


; In Tr eati On this Subject. 1. 1 ſhall prove 


that God hath appointed ſuch an Officer in his 
Church. 2. I ſHall lay open a Perſon's Call to 
this Office. 55 I ſhall lay before you the Du- 
tics oa Rfling Meer... 

4. 1 ſhall ſhew the Duties of the People to 

I return to the firſt of theſe, which is to prove 
that God hath appointed ſuch an Officer in his 
Church, and that the Elder is not an Officer 
merely of Human Inſtitution, but that he is an 
Ordinance of God, whom he inſtituted both 
under the Law and Goſpel (7), without whoſe. 
Counſel nothing was done in the Church, That 
the Jewiſh Church had ſuch an Officer, evident- 
ly, appears from 2 Chron. 19. 8. Moreover, in 
Jeruſalem did e Kg ſet of the N ] 
orator ot e 


(r) Ex. 1. 15, 18,4, 29,12, 21,173 5, 18,12. &. Cen. 26. 2. Gen. 3 0.6, 


and af Me Nie of the Ref , t̃ a ν 
of rael, ua Merl allo, andofor 
Euntr ovenſied Hf Het 16: Jeruſale 
Jer. 29. Lai Nu theſe e lle e of, oft Ihr. 
Letter, | thiuchertmiah the Prep bet em from. gal 


ruſalem n xhe;ARzfealuc ; off he | Elders 19y 12 


dure i carried amie) LMu¹Eë ua u Prirſis, au 
ta the Haaplrut, una to all the Ptoplr whim Neu. 
chhadnezzar Hau ratrizd away Cuptive from Jetu- 
| ſalem; to Babylon, Mattl. 16. 2. From thas + 
Time forth began Feſus to ſhew uhto: bis Diſciples, * 
how that he. mii £93 unto Jerufdtemy aud ſuffer 7 
may Things wf | the Elders and vhwf(Prieffs,mnid- 
_ Soribes, and bie dkillrd, aud raifrd' nnain the-thifd- 
% aud Atts:4. 5. And ir cam to paſi oh the- 
Morrow, that their Rulert and *Elders, und 
Scribes, e- autre gal hered tageller au Jerufr- 
lem. 3o el ſee that there were) fach- Officers 
ig; the Jeu Church, that were LaylEIders. 
Iqhall ſhew that even undef the INew Teſta- 
ment, there is, by Divine:Idftitationy ſueh 
an Officer as the Lay-Elder, Ron 12. 6, 73 8. 
Having tbin Gifts, differing accoratve to te Grace 
that is given to us, whether Propptoy} let us pro. 
ploy according ub the: Proportion of Faith 5 7. Or 
Mimilirv, let is wait on our Miuſtiring; or be that ' 
teur lielll, on Jras hing; B. Or be 10. exhorttt hij un 
Eaebortation ; he that giueth, lat bim do it wth” 
Stiaplicity ; he that rületh, avith Diligence; be tba 
ſhyweth Mercy, with Chearſful nei. It cannot be 
meaut by Kulers, State-Ones: or thoſe are 
ſpoken ef in themext Chapter: Nor of Deacons; 
fan they are treated of in Chapt 3. 8. to the 
14 Verſe; hence it mult he meant of thoſe that 
hud the Overſight of the Church, to regulate _ 
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denten east pe dip Dom RY th 


nifter 'DAtiptt Ritidm and DTenfurks!: 

3 ihey ire, . Crore 
Manners;; andithey are A E, cal 

leech! oor Cornu, 1 Cnet 12. 28. 


IMI, 5 fl Db we not dad Uf the Ap. poſtles” 
ortla ining df Elders inevery hure, 22 14. 

23 n bus calling the EldersoFthe Ohirch, AA. 
20. 1 It is bt to be thought, er We are © 


onby : ee de dee in Þ ing Riders; we fe, 
not to take the! in ld limited a Senſe. 

The Learned Mr. Lauder & noticeth; car 
— r ee deny themſelves to the 
ters bf |Carthay to be Paſtors, We ſeeni 

— — ad meh thei Flotk” inlead 77 the. 
— — They were not Paſtorsgtliey were only” 

Perſons who kept the Flock; And watched it in" 


abfence of the Paſtor: W hen there Was nota 
Biſhop among them they ſeemed to de Paſtors; ' 


but urhen they had a Biſhop amd them, they 
neither were Paſtors, nor Rened to be. Far! 


ther, the forecited Author taketh Notice, that 


Euſcbius + gives ordinarily the Title Tow» or ' 
Paſtor,: to Biſhops only; which he would not 
have done, if the Presbyters had been Paſtors | 
in a proper Senſe. Seeing then the Biſhops 
were the Paſtors of the I Sdhprepations' or 
Catches) and laboured ii Word and Doctrine; 


they oertalnly were the Presbyters that were 


worthy! of 4 double Honouf. The presching 


Piesbyter was- 1uperior to the ruling Presbyter. - 
Iths:rprobable that they Jiftinguiſhed between 


the e Ten y LEE Fo The” 


Word 


as þ * 2 4 5 FP „ - 4 * ＋ 


1 „4 


| 15 Ancient rte r coc dere, 116. Ic oo 3 . 
20 Vie Perk + cuftodere Greg mm, 


bit vob qui v? diuur ei Prepei, 


[6]. 


Word Biſhop, 


him fag lab 
Ve find Qprians 9 7 N > wit ba oy the El- 
fas K. 792 


the R 
them 10 : heir Miniſter or Prieſt: In which 
arpl 25 them for their too much 


Haſte Al Erecapitancy, in receiving in the 


Lapſed inta ( Communion with the Church. of 
I will not ſay but; ſome of the Lay-elders -in 
the Primitive Church went beyond their Sphere, 
in invading the Miniſterial Office z. but their ſo 
doing will not proye it lawful.to-incroach upon 
an Office that they were not. called to. Tra. of 
Lay, themſelves, they. preſumed to perform 
Me. 9 2 Duties, as he Learned and Worthy 0 
Anderſon (a) proves. Vet ſurely their Phew 
ſumption, will never prove the Lawfulneſs of 
her ſo doing; but rather hews their ignorant 
Zeal and Incanſiderateneſs. Error early 
made its Way into the Church; and indeed how: | 


was a very dangerous one, for the illiterate Lai» 
ty, to take upon them to preach and explain the 


Sacred N Yea, even the moſt learned 


and ＋. 55 Mind being too narrow to compre»... 
Tine | 


hend Truths; the.moſt penetrating 

Wit to ſound all the Depths i in the Sacred Scrip - 
tures, and to conquer the Difficulties: that At. ; 
verſaries may charge againſt them. How eaſy 
is it for cunning Sophiſters to ſeduce the Laity, . 
and to lead hea E ide from D 2 5 


Ge. Epiſt. 15. nem Frexbyreris & Diaconis non 1 n 
tii vigor,” ut quidam minus Diſcipline memores, & temeraria ſeſti. 
natione Præcipites, qui cum Lapſis communicate jam ceperaut, 
* 0 Mi. 4d. Anl. to Mr. Nd. P. 8 
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ders 01 + ily, one he. pri er 
er 
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ba be * on 45 i F bitt tun 


to the b Hand een 
. 8 5 A A 

5 t we fo ot Here to un n 
* ; the firſt Patt of the Verſe 9 


faith be, not as th 
6 Sort of Elders froth t 
677 N Eldert that were ordained ini 
e the hurches, ſome attended moſt to 
„ xuling the Flock already converted, others 
ct Iabeured moſt ifi ect others to the 
<Faith'by Preaching though both theſe being 
<entred into, this peculiar Function of layin 
„ themſelves forth” for the Benefit of the 
4 Effuürch did deferve both Reſpect and Main- 
tefance; yet eſpecially thoſe who employed 
«+ themſelves in converting others, in as cl 
« '25- their Burden was greater, their Labours 
„ more abundant, theirSufferings more.” - He 
further enforceth the ſame from the promiſcu- 
ous 'Uſe of Biſßop and Frechyter 

Hnſwer. It is granted b Pate worthy Author, 
that among thoſe Elurri that were ordained in 


great Churches, that ſome at moſt attended to 


ruling the Flock already converted: I muſt ſay, 
That Ffeeno Reaſon according to his Aﬀertion, 


but theſe were Lay-rlders what were ſet over the _ 
Church, to bear rule there, and to inſtruct in a 


private "Capacity as onr L ay<elders do, and in 
pnblick by their Diftiphine in Judicatories, in 

brder to the Amendment of the People. 
As for the promiſcuous Uſe of theſe Words 
* and . it is off no Force; for I fee 
not 
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% Stillingflett Irinicon Page 236. 337, 338, 3319. 


it implyd a ditindt 
> Paſtors of Churches, 


not, but. a Maſter; f. a F ; ma; bg. called 

And. Prog 1 0 Qre rhof e 5 

And-Freſiyter may he engen IS ACE 
N en 
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. We arg 

the dert. Lay g prom iſeu hut gan ke 
to un y-elders are. ite I 
bear rule in the Church W t fia 15 


in the Word and Doctrine. I do not doubt at 
the Laz-Prebyters did tęa hand Fg in a pri- 
vate Station, thoſe 15900 1555 15 t Hyer in 
| the ram, Times, th 1 ligk-. 
ly preach, Origen(c) Gare Epiſcoptr gi. 


que omnes Presbyteri i ve 2 erudiunt nas, &. 


A private Chriſtian may Agel inſtrue lan m 
the Ways of Gag, by.pr 1 he Conyer eee 


=] reaſoning with h 75 ho: he . do; 10 Lab 


| more may a Lay-e lader; uh 1 
the 1 ſe of the Word hefe, 445 75 11. = 
& 14-23; 15. 2, 6) 22,73. & 16. 4. & 20, 
28. & 21. 18, GC. Titus. J. 5, 1 Jan F. 14 bee 
5 5 Job Jo; Fl Jam of Omen, Rechner 
athers, n they me tion op,, Vier: 
d Deacaur, that, y Bi ps they ha under- 
nd F an and by Prechyrers L 7 
tho 


KRulin 8 Kaden at other imes; by. the 

Te - Damaſus (d), the + kj Author of 

the Lives of the Popes, tells us, In the Procee 

ings againſt. Novatus at Rome, we have q- clear 

Teſtimony of the Concurrence of e 15 

Where a great Synod was called, as, Euls ns 
re. 


cxpetet at, of * Bb, but e . 


—__— 


22 as, A N ern 599 KGG FW un ym. i _w 


the Po gd 


HO OO = fn} Bb > & My od 


ters 


8 1 


ten A Dnitben mia lius (e) ſays, That there: 
Wee fix Prailytrr in that one] City of 

Ron ,"whoiconcuredd with him in condenihing 
Neu Ra er m vi Phirt3o I ſee no Warrant to 
ET hav (orb all: reaching; Presbyters ;; 
bull that e. imſtbeeſe Judicatories Eay- 
lars. d > were:tHdced two Kinde ef Nen x. 
ters z οιꝭ,j,q Who Iaboiſred in preaching, as well 


ad in rubing; all che Prechyters were nt or- 


dain db lor preaching ; . there ere ſome of them 
ordatit d for - Tulingend.ithefe weke differing: 
from the Palordx- \for>Godrivas. pleaſed to place 
imthetcCchubch Officers.0 different Stat ians, for 
thezodifyi e Church; at the firſt Promul- 
getiom Of; fh Goſpeb ui C 3 28, Atd C 
bet nnd in Ir ¶ Hitrab rA Ap 4, con- 
daniiy Meal, hindlye Teachers; < after. that Mi- 
racliꝭ ven Gitts."of «Healings, Helpu Covern. 
meteor id, Fe rd Rom. 14. 7, 8. 
E nm >iftoga d elt pit 
25 Abeliaregdhatlt Biſhops in the prafidt-" 
Tinies, were fi more than a Presbyterian 
r; andiu this Senſe, every Presbyte- 
ria Maſter: is Möderator to his own! Seſſion; 


anctiobuſequen eee e called a Biſhop bf 


the rarim over bien He is ſet, oh appears 
from the: Agreemefit vf them withiour-Paſtors :- 
Fnnevery Biſhop Hatl but one Congregation for 
his Dioceſe; they were called by the People, 
ordained hy the neighbouring Miniſters, every 
one had hey! own. Còurts made up of Presby-- 
ters:arid Deacons. He with his Sethon manag- 
ed the Diſcipline of the Congregations; he was 
conſtant Moderator, he had no dy "_ 
W © 


(9) Ecck al. Ib 6. cap. « „ "Jull bo * 
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the Bien and Dancons ſat 5 
cator the Biſhops 
miniſterial Daties: 

perſbnal Knowledge of of Win 4 
ons belonging to 
25 reed With our , 


undlly in 


eas, 


157 

us, That the Biſhop in ir 255 im 295 IT Ale 
i < 79 e. pe Communion-Table) 10 their whole 
Church, and one Biſhop with their Preabytety and 
T:crtulhan informs 
us, (s) That in his Time there were ſonle 

10 in the Church, who were only concerifd in 
* the "Aﬀairs of Diſcipl ne and had nothing 


eg my Fellow-ſervants. 


to do with preaching 701 ſing the Saora- 


—_— ** Q ft Diſci "oy lint offiria 2 . 


— a, , 8 


eſperially they who labour in the. Is ord. and Doc 
trine. By which N Filth Dr. M bilałe in 
his Preletions * The A ſtle manifeRtl; di- 


Let us return to the 
1 rule well be counted worthy 


and 1 


* ſtinguiſheth betwixt the'Biſhop 


4 tors of the Church. If all that rule. wen 
are worthy of double Honour; Kun . 


* they who e in the Word and 


„ Tt is clear there were ſome who did pre 4 
c labour; for if they had all done fo, the Text 


* had been Nonſenks ; but the Word ere tially 


< makes the Difference. If I ſhould i. 


_ © worthy of double Honour, eſpe — they who 
“labour in the Study of Theolo I behov'd 
„ either to mean, that all do not 4 — 


81 ſelves to — _ of A or I ſhould | 
| — 


— 


70 Ep. rad Phil, © —On Tertul, lib. de Public ap 2 


cular, and. 


; Phat 
£ all theſe who Study at the Unive ty are 


them- 


66, 


t. 95 at thou "one 925 


. Mere 2255 lers in the 


reach the Word or diſpenſe the Sacraments, 
T3 . Whitby on the forecited Text, . he, 
Hen among 1 
Its, I. as governed in the Synago 
ee 15 chinifired BE es 


_—_— the <2 riptureg and 
2 * Fo from 


665 885 looſe, or what was forbi and wh 
6 was lawful | to 4 done. g 2 13 


xding to the Apoſtle reckonj 
A God had 'n HE in de 


6 1 50 7 facher, be re 9 8 ö 


1 


45 the. Synagogue $a 
«he a out whoſe. = 


« was done in the Church; Fon 
e Negligence it is fallen into par tg 


I 
6s n not, if it be not .* the 8 


er 0 


4 WW * ; 1 1 Y 5 * 0 33 15 
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1 Whichi is ced The Me. eee, in his Laid ogaiof Rhind 
Page 4-77. (i) Ambr. Nam apud omnes utique gentes honorabilis 
eſt. ſenedtus, unde & Synagoga, & poſtea Eccieſia, Senioxes habuit, 
quotum ſi ne conſilio nihil agebatur in Eccleſia” quod quia negle⸗ 
gentia abſolverit, neſeio, niſi forte doctorum deſdia aut mogis ſus 
renn, dum ſoli rolunt atiquid videri Comment. 1 Jim, 3. 1. 


E af th Text, by 

Thich the ET wo Pr fog uſh> 

6 2 9 ae 5 e Who 0! 195 5 gov 1755 adds 
col e, 


ow 


oF. Chrif: 
*< whoſe Work it is to govern only, not 2 


i wore of twa 
and Trace and 

ra dition 5 
them pronouncing. w hat. did bind | 


« Apoſtle berg de be th 13 the 
e here declares to moſt nour- 
le and vorth of the chiefeſt R Reward, ac f 
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gti 
Mes were not iſq rdalnkch, Aff Yes gor, 
Haturgus nor Ie ns . * 1 "that It 


priun 70 


i-the I Ap LO IEG 
7 W. 280 Cünmabd Br a 


185 orday Ed, ry in Cerem | 
Neanot 50 11 75 5 M Poſition 15 


flute] y.! nee ity, ſince the Effe hath ceaſed ; 
neither is it effential to 9 that e 05 


Med by he Apoſtle the, Elde Tre 
et e 25 BY cdi Engage ts, 


S Pray 7er for 'the*oitto Stith "ofthe 
of, ad the c goons Phe Peer 4 
185 ey are to'b 5 — 
Gier is of Dn Rn atis er is 


Agi They 
Che Vile, Gerard, *Z. 

allinger 5 Polatiis 5 e . 

Profe of” Leyden, and man) 7 me 997 uf 
& teach at" he Ap 

rd 11 th, khr wee there REG 


Sabie ry ro pete  Elffers 
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15 4 Ani on n 5571. Pf. ran „ 5.5 17. T Teal Apolo- 
gez Gp. 4. 39. Opta. IL 1. 41. Baſil. mag. Com. on 4% 3. 2. Hie- 
vom. on Iſa, 3. 2. /u7 = 137. Greg, contra Celſum. lib. 3. 1. 2. 
& contra Creſ-n» cap. Origen contra Celſum lib. 3. Ciprian 
Ep. 39 chen; tin — 4 Patt 2. Fag. 218. Gerard loc Theol. Tom. 
6. Bags 6 30% Tauch. in 4. Prec. Col. 5 27. Mart) r. in 1 cor. 12. 
28. Bal. . Tun. w. g. n. Animad. in Beil Contr. 3. lib. 1. cap. 2. 
Pola, Synt. lib 7. cap 11. Pareus du Rem: 12. 8 & 1 Cor 1 28. 
Cartwright 1 e 56 17. . . nme of — 8 "oa een 
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ſhould take that Ons upon him without a 


19 


Elders who ruled well, and yet laboured not 
in the Word and Doctrine, and thoſe Elders he 
menneth by them that rule, Rom. 12. 8. and 
by Governments, 1 Cor. 12. 28. where the As 
poſtle ſaith not Helps in Governments, &. as in 
our neu Engliſh Tranſlation, which ſhould 
have been rendred:. He{ps,, Governments, S. 
plainly putting Governments for a different Or- 
der from 2 or Deacons. I muſt ſay, that 
I am proud of having my Arrows plum'd from 
theſe: Wits, and that I may have Artillery from 
their Magazines, ſufficient- to defend the Right 
of ſuch an Officer in the Church. Surely ſuch, 
an Office as hath both. the Law of God and o* 


Nature, cannot be but approved of God; for tis 


certain that God will approve of nothing, but 
what is according to his Will revealed, or na- 


tural: Which Will and Law of His, 1s that 


e 


which makes any Thing to be of Divine Right, 


and perpetually binding as to the Obſervation; 


_ ObjeF. The primitive Elders and Deacons 
did preach, Sc. Ads 6. & 8. 12, 13. . 


Anſwer, The primitive Elders that were ons 


| ly ſet apart for ruling, did not preach, nor the: 
e 


acons by virtue of their Office. Philip 
preached in the Capacity of an Evangelift, Ad, 
21. 8. and not in the ary: of a Deacon. 
Tho' in the primitive Church the Officers of it 
were frequently train'd up from the loweſt De- 
gree of Church- office to the higheſt; yet it will 
not follow, that they preſum'd to aſcend to the 
Supreme, without Ordination to the ſame. _ 
2. I come now to drop a Word concerning 
the Vocation of a ruling Elder; for no Man 


law 


cos; 4a) 1 Book of Dilcip, 8. Herd. 


Iawfitb: Call (a); We have Saul and Uzziah 
inding Monuments im ſacred Records of God's 
rightebus: Judgment, for invading a ſacred Of- 
fice without a Cali to the ſame (6). Fhe Call 
to this Qffice is two- old; inward, and outward. 
The dnward Call: is the Teſtimony of a good 
Coꝝnſcience; concerning ſome Meaſure of Abi- 
lity and: Gifts for that Gharge; and a ſincere, 
and! Inclination and Purpoſe to employ 
theſe- Gifts, for the Honour of God, the Ad. 


vancement of the Kingdom of. :Jeſus Chriſt, 


and the good of Souls. The outward Call was 
he | Congregation; after they had given 
ficient Evideneces of their Abilities for that 
Office, and of their Carriage and Willingneſs to 
ſerve. the Lord in that Station, As 6. 3. & 14. 
That it may be gone about in the more order]: 
Way, (c) it 1$ fit tHat a Nomination be — 4 
by the Miniſter and Elderſhip of the Congre- 
gation. of the Perſons: fitteſt, and beſt fitted for 
the Imployment, aui that the Names of the 
Perſons nominated by them, be publickly in- 


timated by them to the Congregation; and 


they deſired; in cafe of their not being ſatis- 


fed, às having Exception, or knowing others 


better qualified, ta reprefent the Tame to the 
Miniſter and Elderſhip. If there be no Elder- 
ſnipcin the Congregatibn, a Nomination may 
be made, either by: the Presbytety, or by the 


miuſt judicious and godly Members of the Con- 


egation' (4); particularly, Maſters of Fami- 
ies, together / ick the Miniſter, or one or more 
Nins. Fic 1 4 5 Gn 188 . Mini- 


* >< 


1 ). Heb. 3. 4. 1 Sam: G. 6. . Ch 
7 Bo 2. 
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349+ Num. 4; 6. (% 
e. of Elders and Dea- 


" ws + + * i . $ 11 
ok of Dilcip. cad, teiching, the El 
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Miniſters of the Presbytery, in cafe of the Con» 
tions want of a Minifte. 
The Trial is to be by the Miniſter and Elder. 
ſhip of the Congregation, or in the Caſe of tho 
want of theſe, by the Presbytery, or ſome 
Members appointed by them for that End; and 
they are to be tried both in Regard of their 
Converſation, that it be blameleſs and Holy, 
and alſo in regard of their Knowledge, and Ex- 
rience in the Things of God, and of the Aſf- 
airs of his Houſe, and of their Ability and 
Prudence for Government, We ſee that the 
Apoſtle, .x Tim. 3. 10. ſpeaking of Deacong, 
which is the loweſt Rank of Church-Officers, 
requires alſo that theſe firſt be proved, then let 
them uſe the Office of a Deacon, being found 
blameleſs. Their Admiſſion is to be by the 
Miniſter of the Congregation, or one appoint- 
ed by the Presbytery, in the Preſence of the 
whole Congregation, with a Sermon concerning 
their Duty, and with Prayer to God for the 
Spirit of their Calling to be ponred out upon 
them, that the Work of the Lord may proſper 
in their Hands. They are not ordained by the 
laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery. 
- 5 come now to ſpeak concerning the Du. 
ties of the Ruling-Elder, I ſhall lay before you 
both his Perſonal and Stat ional Duties. As 
for his perſonal Qualifications, or Duties of his 
Converſation, they are much the ſame that the 
Apoſtle requires of a Miniſter (O). I ſhall ſhew 
them. 1. Negatively, 2. Poſitively, - — 4 
tively, he muſt not be given to Wine: Drunk. 
el 4+ + mn (oO Bl ___. .__ kenneſs 
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enneſs is a horrid Sin in any, but much more 
mn a Church-Officer, Woes are thunderefl out 
againſt all Drunkards (/), Spiritual (g), Tem- 
poral upon the Body (), upon their Eſtate (i), 


and their Name (), and eternal Woe (1). A 


drunken Church- Officer is a moſt lothſome 
Spectadle, he deſerves not Room among Chri- 
flians. (2). He maſt be no Striker, nor given 
to Quarrels; but he muſt forgive his Ene- 
mies (in), it is the Way to meet with Forgive- 


* 


nefs from God (). 1 It 


* 


3. He muſt not be envious: Tis an evil Af. 
fection, and a vitious Paſlion of the Mind, Vex- 
ation and Diſpleaſure at the good of our Neigh- 
bour, it is a peſtiferous Evil, it makes a Man 
like unto the Devil, for by his Envy Death 
entred into the World. It is a dangerous Sin (o), 
it is a Work of the Fleſh (p), it is an Evidence 
of Imprudence and Sillineſs (9), it is the Cauſe 
of many barbarous Actions (7... 
43. He muſt not be Malicious, to wiſh Ill to 
his Neighbour, tho he hath been wronged by 
him; but he muſt forgive his Enemies, and 
pray for them, it is of the Devil Malice, and 
it makes one like the Devil (s). It mars the 
Efficacy of the Word (7), It will mar Accep- 
tance of all Duties (u). It will keep from 
5. He muſt not be Deceitful, he muſt be 
without Guile : It is a grievous Sin to have their 
33 45 253537 1300, RO: 
(f) Ifa.'5, 12, 22. Jer. 13. 13.(g) Luke 2t. 34. Rom. 3. 17. 
(% Prov. 28. 29, 30. i) Fſal. 21. 17. Prove 23: 21. '(k)Eccl, 
7. Is Iſa. 28. 1,2. (1) Iſa. 5.11, 12. 1 Cor. 6. 10. (m) Matth. 
. 14, (») Matth. 18. 32, 23. (e) Plal. 73. 2, 3. lam. 3. () Gal. 
5. 15, 21. Tit. 3. 3. (9 Job. 5. 2. (r) Jam. 3. 16. (i) Jam, 


r. 12. Matth. 13. 39. 1 Pet. 5. 8. (t) Jam. . 21. 1 Fer. 2, 2. 
2 Pet. a. 2, 2. (e Matth. 23. 24. ( Gal. f. 20, 272. 
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Words ſoft as Butter, and Deceit in the Heart, 
it is a Source of many other Sins. 
Hie ſhould not be Proud, and have an high 
Eſteem of himſelf, if Men would but narrowly 
view themſelves, but alas, many do not con- 
ſider their own Vileneſs and Imperfections, 
many are too like theſe Perſons that Seneca 
gives an Account of, that had a ſtrange Infir- 
mity in their Eyes, that wherever they turned, 
they encountred with their own viſible moving 
Image; for which he gives this Reaſon. that it 
proceeded from the weakneſs of their viſive Fa- 
culty, that for want of Spirits derived from the 
Brain, could not penetrate through the Diapho- 
rus Air to ſee Objects; but every Part of the 
Air was a reflecting Glaſs of themſelves. That 
which he ſuppoſeth was the Cauſe of that na- 
_ tural Infirmity, is true in the Moral, it is from 
the weakneſs of the Mind, that the judicative 
Faculty doth not diſcover the Worth of others. 
Pride is ſo great a Sin, that it provokes the 
Tord to bring on Judgments (w). Herod for 
his Pride was ſmitten and eaten of Worms (x). 
Nebuchadnctzar for his Pride was driven from 
his Kingdom, and forced to eat Graſs like an 
Ox (Y). Pharaoh's Pride brought ten Plagues 
on him and his People, and in End his Over - 
throw, and his Hoſt in the Red-ſea (2). Yea, 
God would not ſuffer this Sin to paſs unpuni- 
yd in his Servant Qavid (a), for numbring 
the People, 
6. He muſt nat be given to immoderate Uſe 
of Meat, either as oY or Quality: It 


a 3 | 


(w) Ezek 16. 49. Prov. 15. 23. (x) Acts 12. 23. "(x Dan. 4. 
t, 30, Bly 42. (2 Exod. 15. 1Q (a) 2 Sam. 2423. 


+ . Hem 

is prohibited by God (5); it is unbecoming 
any Chriſtian (2); it is introductive to many 
ernicious Sins, as Athieſm (d), Idolatry (e), 
ncleanneſs (/); it unfits for the oy of Tudg- 
ment (g) ; it brings on Diſgrace (J), Pover- 
ty (0 it brings on Calamity (H); it excludes 
rom Heaven (1). 1 
the Health; it brings often ſudden Death (9; 
it deſtroys a Man's Eſtate (o), his Name and 
Reputation, and cauſes it to fink under a 


gloomy Cloud of Infamy and Diſgrace; it. 
wraps the Underſtanding up in thick Dark- 


| neſs (p); it hardens the Heart (9); it wounds 
the Conſcience (r); it blunts the Ege of Con- 


fidence in Approaches to God (s). It is a Sin 


that is unbecoming any Chriſtian, but much 


more one that bears Rule in the Church. = 


6. He muſt not be unjuſt z but he muſt be 
endued with that gracious Diſpoſition, to take; 
Pleaſure to render to every one their Due, and; 
and what is juſt and equal (7) ; it is pleaſing to! 
God (); it is the Way to be bleſſed of God (2j 
it will afford Ground of Joy (v); Prolongation 
— * — - — EI — | — 2 . 2 

om. 13. 18. (o) 1 Fer. 4. 3. Erek. 16. 45. (4 prov. 3. 
8, 5. Deut. 6. 11, 12. (.) Deut. 32. 13, 17. Phil. 3 19. Rom, 
6. 16, 19. ( 2 Fet. 2. 3s 14. Jer. E 7, 8. (s) Luke 21. 34 & 
12. $94 4% 1 Pet. 4. 34 7. Phil. 4. 5. (4) Prov. 28. 7. (i) Pros. 
23. 2t, 1. & 13. 25, Luke 15. () Ezek. 16 4%, 50. 2 Fet. 
2. 1. 13. Numb. 11. 33, 34 Pal, 78. 29, 3r- C) Gal. 5; 19, 21. 
n) Exqd. 20. 14. Prov f. 2. Acts 5, 29. Rom. 1. 24, 29. & 1. 
132 1 Fot. 6. 13. 2 Cor. 12. 21, Gal. 5. 29. Eph. 6. 3. Col. 3. s. 
1 Theff. 4. 2. Heb. 13. 26. 1 Pet. 2. 11. (n) Prov, 3. I, Ito 1 Cor, 
8. 18. Prov. 7. 26, 27. (e) Piov. 6. 26. & 5. $9, 10, (8) 1 tet!“ 
211. (9) Eph. 4. 18, 19. Rom. 1. 22, 23, 24. Hoſ. 4. 1. () 
Prov 7. 23. (3) Pfal. 31. 14. (?) Matth. 7. 12. Rom. 13. 7, 
Deut. 18. 20, Pfal. 62. 3. Mic. 6. 6. Iſa, 68. 1. Ezek. 4% 6. (#) 


Prov. 21. 3. (+) iſa. $6. 15 ety (w) FLOVe 31. 13. 


7. He mult not be unchaſt (m): It impairs 
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- experienced Chriſtian ; not a yoring 
bat one well ſtricken in Years + But yet, if any 
: young' Man be endued with extraotdinary Grade 
«and Ability; the \Fewne(s of his Vearb ?ſhoald 


vng-Sepling, 


ed By the Greatneſs of his Merit... 
iE He Yoſt not be felEwilted,)adhering*to 
hir den Judgmenthvithout Reaſon Ibis range 


chat Men ſhould affame ſuch an Air Of) Fres- 


donn as to be ſo wedded to theit ownOpinion 


On, 


- Which evidences a weak Head, greut Pride and 


Selſteoneeit. Ere we embarque ide an O nien, 
-we ;ſhau}d put the! Matter to theTc ne 
of God's Word, and Reaſon, to tr. its Metal. 
The facred Balarice'6f God's Word is Hl y fit to 
Wei . 2: Faith, "Thoſe che are felt. 
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g.. Poſitively, 1. An Elder maſk be blameleſ, 
Mui cii; one that is without Offence towards 
God and Men : Chriſt hath given us his Ex- 
ample for avoiding of Offence (); and the 
Saints have been careful to keep Conſciences 

void of Offence, towards God and Man 2 . 
ia lmoſt agreeable to the Rules of Charity and 

drbtherly Love, which obliges us to be equally 
tender df our Neighbours Well-fare, as of our 
ng), It fits to be an uſeful Member of 
'Soviety (%; it removes Clouds of Obſcurity 
"whicho darken Eviderices of an Intereſt in 
:EbrHD&); it diſturbs the Offenders outward 

Peace and ks rrp and provokes God ta 
Auflidt heavy Judgments on them (; it unfit 
bir mea Ap A to God (1) y it 4. offenſive 
Abe Cell (in); it brings an ill Report on 
Religion (n). God hath forbidden our giving 
Offende (0 and he hath ſeverely thundred 
\Woes:againſt thoſe that give Offence Ep). 

123 I married, he 'muſt be the Husband of 
one Wife, ſhunning all unlawful: Luſts: Chriſt 
ſheweth the Unlawfulneſs of a Man's having of 
 anofe Wives than one, in his Saying, That 5 Fe 
the-Beginining it was'nor ſo (q). They are faid 
ta be two in one Fleſh (), and rio more two. 
The Husband is commanded to love his Wife, 
not his Wives. It is a great Wickedneſs to 
have more than one Miſe; it is 4 2 50 
e in "beings a dai Ma 
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1155 He muſt be vigilant and watchſal over 


his oun. Soul. He will never be careful: of the 
Souls of others, if he n 3 on Saulł He 
muſt he careful to keep t from all arre- 
1 gular Paſſions and — — gr da have 
not the Aſcendant over him. 0 bio 
+ He muſt be ſober, and not 8 
v. Inſobriety is the Mather of al. Miſchiel; 

1 — 8 of all Evil, the Subrerter of allthe 
Senſes. the Shipwreck of Chaſtity; the De- 
ſtroyer of the. Soul - the. Diſturber of outwaril 
and inwartl Peace'; the Sapper and Underminer 
of One's Fortune; and the Blower up off Ones 
abe an unſavoury Smell. ain o 


15: Be oe be of a good. Behaviour. i Ha- 


and oamel Behaviour hath attractiir 
me zI Ya, hs ſame hath: moſto po Nrful 


——— upon the maſt ſtubhorn ae 


move, the ſame to Pliableneſs to Doctrine nil 


Diſcipline.,;, There is ancertain Majeſty an 
. * that attendethrHolineſs,;-asdoth m- 


mand Reſpect and Fear, kven from the WWekad, 


when there is no ontwhrd! Cauſe ſor itz chat thit 
they are ſtruck with the: Conviction ufotheir 


noble Spizit, that carrieth a Reſemblarktevto 


the Image of: Gad, as fixcath Fear and Hubs 
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ſhould he hoſpitable to one another. That vi- 
tal Flame of brotherly Love will afford you 


Comfort, when the Curtains are drawing upon 


you, and you are within a few Moments of 
getting over the March of Time. 72 


able to inſtru& others, In ſo doing they imi- 
tate their Lord and Maſter, who was a burning 


He muſt be apt to teach; and ſo muſt be 


Converſation. An Elder's Lamp 
burning and ſhining z, his Oyl muſt not waſte. 


What is edifying muſt fill fill the Scale of hs | 


Converſation, and muſt never be turned out of 
it. Sure I am, That the Candle of our Lives 
can never be better ſpent than in lighting our 
ſelves and others to Heaven. We find, that 


when Chriſt was invited to any Table, he ne- 


ver refuſed to go. If a Publican or Nluriſes in- 
vited him, he conſtantly went; not fo much 
for:the Pleaſure of eating, as for the Opportu- 
nity of inſtructing them, at abe r: pb 
8. He muſt not be rigorous, exacting to the 
Rigour of ſtrict Juſtice, from a Perſon that is 
wterly unable to pay what he oe He ſhould 
exerciſe rolling Bowels of m__—_ Compaſſion 
towards his Brother, and he ſhould have a Fel- 
low-Sympathy with him, How can a Perſon: 
ſeek Forgiveneſs; from God, that will not for- 
give his Brother. He, muſt always have his 


Soul iſtored with that vital Flame of Love and; = 


other Hand, he ſhoultl endeavour to roll him 
out of his Difficulties, and to make his Life 
eaſy. 4 6 e e ND — —— — 


Light in his Doctrine, and ſhining Lamp 50 bis 3 
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9. He muſt be patient to bear with Injuries 


* R roach. Patience is a noble and excellent 
Qualification. We find our ever Bleſſed Savi- 


our hath caſt us a Copy of the ſame; = bore 
all the Reproaches that were unjuſtly th ron 


upon him, and all his Sufferings, with wonder- 
ful Patience. We find ob renowned for his 
Patience; and he has Place in ſacred Records, 
as one excelling in that Perfection, for a bright 
and ſhining Pattern of Patience. 


' 10, He muſt be one that rules well his own 


—_— (a). He that cannot rule his own Fami- 
Ys 1s moſt unfit to bear Rule in the Church of 

od, where it cannot be expected he can have 
fo much Authority, nor ſo near Acceſs to ler 
into their Tempers, nor what Advance t 
have made in paſſing the dark Periods of T 0 
rance, into the Light of the Fundamente 
the Chriſtian Faith. ä 

11. He muſt be a Lover of good Men.” We 
are commanded to love them, for they are 
loved of God; they are his choſen Ones, whom 
he hath purchaſed with his own Blood, who 
bear the Stamp of his Image, and ſhall reign 


with him in Glory for ever. They are our 


Brethren; we are but ſeveral Branches ſj prout · 
ing — of one Stock; we are all the 87 
of ono — of which Chriſt is the Head. 
is a Duty that renders a Man capable of dein 
good tothe Objects of their Love, in adviſii ing, 
1 glmoniſhing, removing their Scru- 


ples, reclaiming them from Error Vice and 
. and deni my fo, Virtus 
1% He 
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12. He muſt be ſtraight and upright in his 
Dealings among Men. It is a horrid Wicked- 
neſs to be deceitful, Double-Dealers are ab- 
horred of God, who delights in Truth ; ſuch 
are of their Father the Devil, who was a Liar 
from the Biginning. e 
13. He muſt be holy. Holineſs is a bright 
and ſplendid Ornament; a Divine Beauty, 
which attracts the Affection of God and Men; 
and hath ſpiritual, temporal and eternal Bleſ- 
ſings accompanying the ſame. Without Holi- 
neſs no Man can be happy, either in Time or 
Eternity. The Son of God laid aſide his Glory 
for a Time, in abandoning his Throne, in Fed 
carding his glorious Retinue of Angels, in in- 
veſting himſelf with our Nature, and becoming 


like unto us in all Things, Sin only excepted ;_ 


and he underwent cruel and bloody Sufferings, 
that we 179 7 be holy; and, for this End, he 
ſent forth the Spirit to ſanctiſie us, and to make 
us holy. We are favoured with all God's Or- 
dinances, that we may be holy e 
14. He muſt be one that hath a good Report 
of them that are without (a). God hath diſ- 
charged us to reproach our Neighbour (4). God 
threatens fearful Judgments againſt ſuch as are 
chargeable with this Impiety (c). They are 
of the Number of ſuch as ſhall be excommuni- 
cated from God's Preſence (d); they are rec- 
koned Fools (2). The Bonds of Humanity and 
natural Affinity as being deſcended of one dom 
mon Parent, obliges us to have a good * 


2 * 


(% 1 Tim. 4. 12. 1 Tim. 6. 11. (b) Eph. 4. 31. Tit. 3. 2. James 
8. 11. Exod, 28. 1. (e) Iſa. 31. 7, . Zeph. 20 8, 8.10. Pfal. 
130, 3, 4+» Plal, 32. 3, 6. (a) 1 Cos. 6. 10. (e) Prov. 10. 18. 
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of our Neig hbour. The A 1 doth not bring 
a railing Acalation e Devil. Ameng 
thoſe Sho ſhall dwell in 3 holy Hill, are 
fuch who take not up a bad Report againſt 
their Neighbour (F). We ſhould have Charity 
towards om: 00 Wye ſhould not give Ear to 
Backbiters (5); nor ſhould we ſpread theſameſ i). 
I come now to conſider the Official Duties vo 
an Elder. They are two-fold, private and 
blick. Their private Duties are all thoſe th: 
rivate Chriſtians are bound to perform b the 
E of Charity and Love; as, To inſtruct one 
another ( 5 Te. exhort and ſtir prep one another to 
provoke unto Love and 7 Works (J) ; to 
viſit the Sick, and thoſe in Bonds and Di- 
ſtreſs (m), admoniſhing them (u), praying for 
them (o). They ſhould reconcile thoſe that are 
at Variance ( 10 they ſhould reſtore thoſe that 
are fallen ( 15 they ould comfort the Afflict- 
ed, and ſuppo rt the Weak (7). They muſt ad- 
moniſh and Take one another (0. 
I come now to conſider the publick Duties 
of Elders, which they are to perform joyntly 
with others in E as eneral 
Aſſemblies, Syn Presbyteries, or in Church. 
ont. Bein an kahl called, they have Power 
to ſit, write, debate, vote, conclude in all Mat- 
ters that are handled therein (t), They are o- 
bliged to judge of Truth and Error in Points of 


We en to the Word of , "os 
Ar. 


65 Pal, 75. 3. (g) 1Cor. 72. 5, 7. Neh. 6, 6, 10. Ezra, 15. 
(+) Prov. 29. 12. & 23. 25. (5) Pal. 50. 21. ( John 4. 29. 
Aste 18. 26. (1) Heb. 10; 24, 25. (m Matth. 25. 36. (=) 1 Theſſ. 
5. 12. el James 5. 14. jude 20. (p) Matth. 5. 9. (9) Ga] 6. 1. 
(r)- 1 The f. 11. (5) Lev. 39, 17. n 18. 15 1c, 17. (% 
Acts 15. 2. 6. 23z 23. | 
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Circumſtances that bs to the Worſhip of 
God, as Times, Places, Perſons, and all Particu- 
lars in Eocleſiaſtick Affairs, as are not determined 
in the Word, according to the general Rules 
thereof, concerning Order and Decency, avoid- 
ing of Scandal, doing all to the Glory of God, 
and-edifying of the Church; in cenſuring Scan- 
dal and the Obſtinate, admitting of the Peni- 
tent to the Society of the Church; to ſend au- 
thorized Church-Officers to ſerve in the Houſe 
of God. I acknowledge, That a Church-Seſſion 
is not clothed with Power to make a Miniſter, 
and to-ſend him forth; for this muſt be by the 
Laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery. 
Weighty Matters belong to ſuperior Judicato- 
ries; but, in all theſe Powers, Ruling Elders 
have a Share, and put forth the ſame according 
to the Meaſure that belongs to the Aſſembly 
whereof they are Members (v: But the Exe- 
cutien of ſome Decrees of the Church-Aſſem- 
blies, ſuch as the Impoſition of Hands, the 
pronbuneing the Sentence of Excommunication, 
the receiving of Penitents, the Intimation or 
Depoſition of Miniſters, and ſuch like, do be- 
long to Miniſters alone; yet Excommynication 
anf Abſolution belong to the Church collectiye- 
1 1 taken. The purging out of Leaven be- 
ford che Paſſover was a Command given to all 


Iſtatl which was a Figure of Excommunication, 
1 Gor, J, 6, 7, 13. ſhewtng, That obſtinate Sin- 


ners; being as Leayen to infect others, ſhould | 
be:thrown'out of the Church. In tlie Ath and 
5th Vetſes, he writes to the whole Church of 
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Corinth, being gathered together to deliver tlie 


inceſtuous 1 to Satan; and, upon his Re- 
entance, 2 k 

hould forgive him, and receive him into the 
Church, . comforting him, Ver. 7. and to con- 


* 


loofing to every particular Church or Congre. 
gation collectively taken, Matth. 18. 17, 18. 


Calvin, on the 1 Cor. 5. 4. ſays, That the com- 
mon promiſcuous Multitude ſpould not; by their 


Suffrages and Voices, examine and judge the Cauſe: 
Becauſe the Multituue, unleſs it be governed, never 
doth am Thing mederately or gravely. In the 
Apoſtolick Church, Matters were firſt judged 


by the Prebytery, and determined by them, 


and then carried to the People. No Chureh- Seſ- 
ſion ſhould take upon them the Power of Excom- 


munication, without conſulting the Presbytery. 
I come now to ſhew how Elders are er, þ 
form their Office. 1. They are to perform 
their Office impartially, without Reſpect of 
Perſons, to the Rich as well as the Poor, the 


High as well as the Low. They ought to exer- 
ciſe their Power over thoſe of their own Num- 


ber, and Yoke-fellows, in cafe of Miſcarrogye, 
y 


as their Offences require. The Apoſtle, Paul, 
Acts 20. 28. gives Charge to all Elders to take 
heed to themſelves, as well as to the Flock over 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath made them Over- 
ſeers. As they are to be impartial in Reſpe& 
of Perſons, ſo, in Reſpect of all Sorts of an- 


dals and Offences, 2 Theſſ. 3. 6. The Apoſtle 
commands, That we withdraw from every Bro- 


ther that walketh diſorderly ; and, 1 


or. 2* 6. he writes, That they 


firm their Love to im, Ver. 8. We find, That 
Chriſt hath delivered the Power of binding and 


PSs | 5 ah 
* * 
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ciprderly Walkers, he doth, Ver, 11. reckon. 
idle Perſons, that wait not on their Calling, who. 
negle& Prayer, who are not charitable. to the 
Poor, who wait not on the Pont Ordinances,. 
who negle& the Worſhip of God in their Fami- 


lies, who bring not up their Children in the 


Fear of the Lord. 


2. They muſt take Notice, That the Rebuke 


for the Offence be orderly gone about. If the 
Offence: be private, then the Rebuke ouglit to 
be private. If the Offender hearken to the Ad- 
monit ion, and atnend, it ſhould go no further: 
If he or ſhe do. not amend, then the Elder is 
to take with him ſome of his Brethren, and to 
admoniſh the Offender before Witneſſes z and. 
if he hearken, the Church needs not be ac. 
quainted therewith : And if he will not hear 
en unto them, then he is to be delated to the 
Church; and if he or ſhe will not hearken wunto- 
them, then he or ſhe is to be excommunicated; 
and efteemed as a Heathen. This is the Order 
preſcribed by our ever-bleſſed Saviour, Matth. 
18. 15, 16, 17, 18. If the Offence be publick; 
then is the Offender to be delated to the Sefſion; 
without any previous Admonition, 1 Tim. 5: 
20. They that ſin (i. e. openly) my be rebuk-. 
ed before all, that others may fear. They 
ſhould heware of bringing any to be queſtioned 
publickly, as ſcandalous Walkers, upon every 
Rumour or Surmiſe. They ſhould firſt be care- 
ful to make diligent and prudent Enquiry a- 
bout the Truth of the Matter, and to ſee if it 
can be proven by Witneſſes, or that the Scan- 
dal be attended with Preſumption of Truth, 
before they bring it to publick; that ſo it may 
7+" eh appear 
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appear to the Congregation, and to the Parties 
themſelves that they are not que ſtioned and 
challenged without Cauſe, „„ „ 


3. They muſt perform their Office with Sim- 


PHY and Sincerity; they muſt not be 2 
to paſs by Faults, or to delate upon any 
Account; they ſhould act as in the Sight of 
God, and for his Glory, and the Good of the 
Church, and the Good of the Son of the Offen- 


" 
8 A 


dex, Cal. 6. 1. 2 C. 4. 2. 


4. They are not to allow the Scandalous to 


profeſs Repentance before the Congregation, 
until Signs. of Repentance appear in them. 


The inceſtuaus Corinthian ſorrowed exceeding- 
Ly, before the. Apoſtle did any Thing concerning 
the receiving of him (a); and the Diſcipline of 


our Church appoints Minifters and Elders ſharp- 


ly toexamine Offenders, who offer themſelves to 
ken Satisfaction to the Church, What Fear and 


error they have of God's Judgments, what 
Hatred of Sin and Sorrow for- the ſame, they 
have, and of their feeling Senſe of God's Mer- 
cy; and if they be ignorant of theſe, they are 


to inſtruct them (5). Tertullian ſays, It is not 
Religion to force Religion, which ought to be wil- 
lingly, not forcibly received (c). So, I fay, that 


forced Repentance is not true Repentance, it 
ſhould flow from a ſincere and willing Heart. 


5. They muſt ſhew themſelves ready and 


willing to: receive all that are truly Penitent 
with all Tendernefs, and forgive and comfort 
them, with all Bowels of Love and Pity to- 


wards them (). The vital Flame of Love 


warde 
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wards off Bitterneſs, with promiſing, Views to 8 


keep up the Soul from ſinking under Sorrow. 
It is fit, ſeeing they have been ſteering their 
Courſe in thè rough Sea, that Endeavours be 
uſed with them to bring them to a Lee-ſhore, 
and to ply their Oars in calm Water, and not 
to expand their Sails to the ſwelling Guſts of 
JJ. 1-1 55 
6. They muſt not encroach upon the Rights 
of the Civil Power, in inflicting on the ſcanda- 
lous Corporal Puniſhments or Mulcts, theſe 
are not within the Province of the Church, 
whoſe Armour is Spiritual (e), but they only 
belong to the Civil Power. I own, that when 
the Civil .. Magiſtrate gives a Grant of the 
Mulas laid on by the Civil Power for the Uſe of 
the Poor, that theChurch, may purſue for thoſe. 
7. They muſt perform their Work with cloſe 
Application (f), it is a Matter of ſo great 
Weight, that it allows no Time for Idleneſs, 
for our Duration is but a Shadow, ſtill ſnrink- 
ing to a narrow Point, and we know not how 
ſoon Death may ſummon us to give an Ac- 
count of our Management. | N 
8. They muſt do their Work with the height 
of Seriouſneſs and Zeal for God's Glory, the 
Good of the Church (g). It is not enough to have 
a ſplendent and glorious Profeſſion, but they 
muſt have their Work much at Heart: We can- 
not ſpend the Lamp: of our Lives better, than 
by lighting our ſelves. and others to Heaven. 
9. They muſt rule tenderly, leſt they diſ- 
honour God, wrong a poor Soul, and give a 
r „„ ee 


— 3 


(e) John 12. 36. | (F) 1 Tim. as Is. (2) Jude of Tit. 1. 4 
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wrong Touch to the Ark of God. We find our 
ever bleſſed Saviour was fo tender, that he was 
careful. not to extinguiſh the leaſt Spark of holy 


Fire, nor quench a ſmoking Flanxn. 
T0. They muſt rule with Courage and Mag- 


nanimity, not being dared from their Duty by 


the Faces of Men (4). It is Effeminate, and a 
mean Softneſs, unworthy of a Church-Officer 
to be frighted from his Duty. 

11, They muſt perform their Work with 


Prudence (i), and not miſmanage the Truſt 


committed to them, by their imprudent and too 
forward Management; ſuch as have been Preci- 
itant, have come often ill off. They have 
een found to be like Racers that ſpur on too 


faſt, and runs all Length at firſt ſetting out, 


and has been obliged to come Jaded and Bro- 
Ss Home.” oo TT 745: 
12. They muſt do their Work faithfully, and 
that in the leaſt Thing that belongs to their Of- 
ice; for he that will be unfaithful in little, 
will be unfaithful in greater Matters (). The 
Obligations they ly under to Chriſt, and their 
don voluntary Engagement obliges to Faith- 
fulneſs. If they be Kithfal, they ſhall have 
Peace of Conſcience, 2 Cor. 1. 12. 2 Tim. 4. 
Þ 8. They ſhall have a joyful Reſurrection, 
A * ee 
13. When they inflict Cenſure on ſcandalous 
Perſons, they muſt do it with Regrete (H). It 
1s Matter of Grief and Sorrow, that God's Laws 
have been violated, his Authority trampled on, 
and his-Sovereignty affronted. e e 


% 2 Tim. 1. 5,6, 7. (5) Marth 16, 16. Lake 12. 1, (k) John 
7. If, 0 Fhil. 3. 18. | 2 £7 | | 


14. They 


„5 88 


. 
14. They muſt reprove with Calmneſs: A 
 Reproof flowing from a cool Spirit has often 
greater Force upon the Heart of a Sinner, than 
when it burſts forth from a rancoured Mind. 
They are happy that are caſt in fo refin'd a 
Mould, that are not eaſily put out of Temper, 
but are of a ſweet and winning Diſpoſition, who 
have learn'd that Art to drive Home a Reproof 
with Love and Tenderneſs to the Offender; but 
with Abhorrence and Deteſtation of the Vice. 
Notice here, that what I have ſaid concern- 
ing the Duties of the Ruling-Elder, I do not 
here mean, that he is to go beyond his Sphere 
to reprove judicially, without the Concurrence 
of the Court; and it muſt be legally conſtitute ; 
and it cannot he legally conſtitute without their. 
Miniſter preſiding among them; or failing him 
a Miniſter appointed by the Presbytery, or 
fome other ſuperior Court ; yet the Minifter 1s 
not to have a negative Voice, © 
I ſhall now lay before you the loweſt Degree 
of Church-Officers, that we have Authority for 
in Sacred Records, which is the Deacon. The 
Word is fometimes taken in a large Senſe, 
which ſignifies any Servant or Miniſter (a). Tt 
doth not always Kani one in holy Orders that 
is ſettled to bear Rule in the Church, for Wwe 
read of Diaconeſſes; which were Pious and 
charitable Women, that made it their Buſineſs 
to perform Ads of Charity to thoſe that were in 
Diſtreſs, both in beſtowing largely of their own 
Subſtance, and alſo uſed their Endeavours with 
other good Perſons, to exerciſe Bawels of Com- 
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paſſion. towards them, and theſe . Women were 
called Diaconeſles for their ſerving and mini- 
ſtring to thoſe in Piſtreſs,... 1. 544 
It is taken in a more limited and ſtrict Senſe, 
for a certain Officer that God hath appointed in 
his Church, 1 Tem. 3. 10. And let theſe. alſo 
firſt be proved, then let them uſe the Office. of a 
Deacon, being. found blameleſs. In a Word, ac- 
cording to the Signification of their Name, they 
were, as Jenatius (H calls them, The Churches 
Servants, ſet apart on Purpoſe to ſerve God, and 
attend on their Buſineſs, being conſtituted, as Eu- 
ſebius terms it (c); for the Service of the Publick. 
In brian Time they had Sub-deacons, which 
were to aſſiſt the Deacons, they were of the 
ſme Order with the Deacons, which may be 
gathered from the Origin and Riſe of Sub-dea- 
cons, becauſe in the Apoſtles Days there were 
no more than ſeven Deacons in any Church; 
ſo that when any Church turned ſo numerous, 
that ſeven were not ſufficient to bear the Bur- 
den, they conſtituted thoſe whom they called 
Sub-deacons to aſſiſt the Seven, and that they 
might not ſeem to go beyond the Number that 
was in uſe in the Days of the Apoſtles, they cal- 
led them Sub-deacons: As for my Part, I ſee 
no Reaſon why the worthy Fathers were pleaſ- 
ed to make this Diſtinction, ſeeing that the In- 
creaſe of the Number of Chriſtians required 
more of the Station of Deacons; for we find, 
that in the Apoſtles Days, there were great Ci- 
ties that had but one Miniſter, .and. yet after-- 
wards they were favoured with ſeveral Mini- 
Rers, all of them of equal Authority. I do 
(6) En. Epiſt. 4d; Trglies. F. 48. (e Eu. lib, 3+ cg. .. 18. 
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think that the Spirit of the Lord hath put no re- 


training Bounds to any Congregation to have a 
ſet Number of Deaeons, but that the Numben is 
left to the Diſcretion of the Church-Seſſion, and 
the People to chooſe what Number they ſee con- 
| --venient, * 0 8 72 BY 5 On - 155 5 we 511 
> 4Fſhalt prove that ſuch an Officer as a Dea- 


con is of Divine Inſtitution. We find the 


Apoſtles give Command to the Diſciples to 
-chooſe! out among themſelves Men of honeſt 


Report, full of the Holy Ghoſt, and of Wiſdom, 


whom they might appoint over the Buſineſs of 
the Poor, Aal, 6. 3. which was ' accordinghy 


done, as is evident from the 5 and 6 Verſes, 


Neither was this a Temporary Inſtitution upon 
this particular Occaſion, and for the Church of 


Feruſalem only, but for all the Churches of 


Chriſt to the End of the World: For we find the 
Apoſtle Paul mentioning this Officer in ſeveral of 
his Epiſtles, as in the Rom. 12. 8. He exhorteth 
him that gives or imparts, that is, the Deacon, 
to hom the Care of diſttibuting is given, to do 
16: with Simplicity, 1 Cor. 12. 28. He calls 


them Helps, for they are to help the Poor in 


their Straits, and the reſt of the Church- Officers 
nat exceeding the Bounds of his Stat ian not eon- 
founding his; Qffice with other Church-Officers. 


+ ifhall let ydu ſee who hathithe Right of the 


calling of a Beacon: It is the Church in which 
they are to labour and that it may be orderly 
gone about, it is ſit that a Nomination be-malle 
by the Church: ſeſnon, of the Perfons fitteſt and 
beſt qualiſietꝶ and they muſt be inti mated from 
the Pulpit; and if the Congregat ĩom have Excep- 
tions againſt amy af them, and Know others 
rats 8 H 4 | 25 fitter 
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gitter, they are to intimate the ſame to the geſ- 
ſion, who has the Right of trying, but the Peo- 
ple of Calling, As 6, 35-65 6. Ads 14. 23. 
1 Tim. 3. 13. Bal. 84. 
None are to preſume upon this Sacred — 
honourable Station: I call it a Sacred and ho- 
nourable Station; becauſe it hath the Stamp of 
Divine Authority; and ſurely it is a great Ho- 
nour to bear Office in the 5 of God. In 
order to the Call of Heaven. 1. It is requiſite 
that they be endued with ſuitable Abilities for 
that Office, together with their Willingneſs to 
. undertake the ſame, with firm Reſolution to be 
faithful in the Truſt committed to them. 
2. They muſt be blameleſs without Scandal; 
bor a bad Report is ready to overcaſt the Soul 
with a chilling Damp, and diſpirit the ſame, 
and render it unfit for Duties; and it makes 
the Lamp of ones Fame and Character burn 
dim in the Eyes of the World, and is ready to 
load with Contempt: Whereas Gadlineſs hath 
à Reward in it ſelf, it beautifieth-the Soul, aud 
maketh the Face and Converſation to ſhine 
with an obſervable Luftre, it preſerves from 
OI kerine and fad Sorrows. 
hey muſt be choſen by the Gn : 
* in which they are to ſerve, and the Choice 
muſt be made after the Manner of the ruling 
Elder. This is an excellent Way for the 
Church-Seſſion to evite the laſh of the Cenſure 
of the Congregation, if he prove perfidious. 
4. They muſt be tried by the Miniſter and 
Elders of — Abilities, 1 Converſat ion, that 
it be holy, and blameleſs; and into which they 
ae to make a very narrow / Scrutiny, ſhuts N 
7 * t XL = they 
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: the become not guilt of lodging that Traſt 
Hands of 2 infufficient Perſon, _ 
5: It is requiſite, That the Minifter, before his 
Anion, preach n the Duties of a Dea- 
con, that ſo he may > No ſtranger to what is 
incumbent upon him as to his Station; and that 
he may perform his Stational Office i in a begom- 
ing Manner. | 


5. It is requiſite, Thatthe Thin take his 


e jo bis before. the Congregation, to be 
1 in his Office. 


= It is requiſſte, That the Miniſter put up 
a Prayer to God, that he may be helps to per- 
form his Office faithfilly and chet uhr and 
that he may be ſtored with that vital Flame of 


Friendſni 15 his Fellow Creatures, as to be 
careful of them. 


Ichall ſhew Deacons Duties, I. Their Perſonal 
Duties 2. Tſhall ſhew youtheir Stational Duties. 
As for their Perſonal Duties, they muſt be of 
a good Converſation, 1 Tim, 3. 8, 9, 10, 11, 
12. They muſt not be Drunkards, nor Unſober, 
nor Covetous.' They muſt be grave and know- 
ing Men, holding faſt the true Faith. The 
Apoſtle ſhews that they muſt be the bands of 
one Wife, for many were not in the Infancy 
of 8 Fr 5 brought off n hat 
Wickedneſs and Polygamy. ey 
muſt be ſuch as 3 their own Houſes and 
Children well; they muſt be tender-hearted and 
compaſſionate to the Poor; they muff be Men 
of Dexterity and Prudence. vE 
As to their © Official Duties; they muſt take 
exact Notice of the Poor, and diſpenſe to them 
the 8 Monty. as their Circumſtances 
* Ten. 


1 [122 
equire, being kl the; Seſſion of the Pariſh's 


Di rection, te 5 all the: Indigent within 
their Bounds ; and they ſhould 5 careful to get 


Contributions for 244 oor in a fair and ſæaſòn- 


able Way, and they ſhould deliver the ſame 
to them Hithfully timeouſly and in ſimplicity, 
without i reſpe& of Perſons,, according: to their 
Need, and ſhould give timeous Notice to the Seſ- 
ſion of their Wi. Fhey ſhould. take ſpecial 
care of poor Orph ans, that they be .comforta- 
bly maintain d, and of tha gehe Parents are 
not Lab e to School them. They muſt take No- 
tice if what belong d to, the Poor be rightly 

managed, = im Hes to the beſt Advantage, 
for their Hulle are oblig d to be coun- 
table to the Church or their Adminiſtration, 
and conſurablo by her if they be found to Mal- 
verſe. They ſhould be wr of the Sick, and 


they ſhould timeouſly give Notice to the Mi- 


5 filter and Elders to viſit them, and, if in Straits, 
they ſhould relieve them. They ſhould be 
Aſſiſtant to the Miniſter and 7 lene jnJudgmars, 
by Information And Advice; yet they muſt 
mot make à Stretch beyond the Bounds: of their 
Station, which! differs both: [from e Minister 
and Elders. A429 4 N 906 
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24. 4, 46, 4 Who then it ae and wiſe 
Servant, en 55 Lord hath mad, Ruler over 
bis. Houfhold," 1% give them Meat in due Seaſoti? 
Blofſed i, that 1 roam, 0 72 ty, Lord, when 
be Cornet h "nil fond , Wing, « Feri L. Jay. unte 
Joth _ be ſhall 40 bi 
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The again of Miniſters being 
compared to Shepherds. et 


\ Faithful Shepherds of a pine Flock, \ 
boſe Care has been to feed on 08 Rock? 7 
Where Food in Plenty, and Springs ruſhing. be, ; 
Ere fromthe Second of 1h bleſſed I bre. 


Keep ſtill jour Flock with moſt: ſfincerr Deſires, 
From Robbers roving like tbe heavenly Fire, 
T hat Hy fits one Flaſh Jucceeds an one expires.” 
With their great Cunning, waits them to-enſuare, 


By their Dectit and Fraud. ply'd here and there. 


Here find they ſhelter from each chilling. Breeze, 
And from the Winters mig bij raging Freeze. - 
There Ley il be ſafe ee every Thunder crack, 
Tho out it 'burft, an Grumbliugs Bruck ; 


With flaſhing Flames that Fill all er rack. % 


Kind 8 dot h̊ for the Flock prepare, 
All that Jer * and their * gen fare; 
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To fit the Flock to travel on to Bliſs, - 


W bere Floods of Gomfarts ring they not n. 


%%% in their Way, 
And Valley Lilly that bloometh ever gay... _ 


The purling. Springs, that from the Rock do flow, | 


| Refreſh them fill, when ſcorched bere below. 


Ply hard, O Shepherds , and with . 5 


For Strength to them to climb the milky 
See to th 


Clead you the tatter d, when Need doth demand; 
— feed the Hungry with à liberal Hand. 

op up the Feeble, and to them Strength reſtore, 
Mul Views of Comforts, they have them, before. 


On bein Wounds drop Gilead's ſovereign Balm, 
Which ranker'd Souls mightily doth Calm. 


Now ta the Dromſie Stimulgtings give, 

. That them from Lethargy you may relieve. 
The Vile frum Clean ſeparate by your Club, © 
Till with briue Tears their. Spots they do off Tub 1 
For 2 do ſap, and undermme God's Law, 
And ſlight his Threatnings given us to a. 


*Tis vanrto iruggle with the Cod of Might, ' 
Who can on Foes pour Thunderings and Light, 


If once his Breath beaue with a ſwelling Tide, 
Hell cauſe bit Fadgments over them to ride. 


Its fit the: Flock ſhould flill their Ears incline, 


When Paſtors Lips drop like the generous Wine © 
With dewey Cheeks God's Truths they do unfold, 


That are more precious than the yellow Gold. 
None of the Fleck ſo learned but ſhould hear, 
Gods. Shepherds who bis Meſſage to them bear, 
God them ordain d, who doth nothing amiſs, 


Ter that greds Mercy we aught him to bleſh. 


7 


the Weak that Cordials you give... 
Theil ſinking Spirits to rouſe and relieve. 
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“ 
T hoſe low. ſunk Souls to hear have no Defro, 
Shall find their Folly in eternal Fire, 
Wing mortal Man, and with Endeavours: fly, 
Beyond the Province of - Mortality, 
For Death:tours round with its Arms untonfin'd, 
To clear and erp the Earth of all Mankind, 
Our rolling Days like the fwift Waters glide, 2. 
Nor can we flop their ever ebbing Til. 
Our T any: Jp ſprings with a moſt mighty Wing, 
And round about us Death loud Thundrings ring. 


r 


Its gloomy Vail will overſpread our fight, 
And ſeal our Eyes with a long lafling Night: © 
For faithful Paſtors there's laid up a Crown, 
That will them load with Glory and Renown, 
Their Franc: will brighten their Diadem, 
And on them ſhine with a bright radiant Beam. 
Their Comforts reft not in the ſhew of Things, 
They ll enjoy Glory in its fulleſt Springs. © 
On wa right Hand there all f ey have their | 
W nene 
 Charm'd with the Rays of their dear Saviour's Face + 
With Melody they will for ever fing, © 
In Praiſe of him that doth for ever _ EIS 
Wo to hin oy that neglect the Flock; 
That only for the Fleece do bend their Plot. 
To gloomy Shades God will them ſurely throw, 
Where ſcorching Flames ſtill flaſting on them blow, 
The bitter Curſes of thoſe Souls they lot. 
Like 1 into their Souls they tt. 
The Devils there upbraid them for their loſs © + 
Which unto them will be a mighty croſs. m. 
No Thought of Man at all ts utmoſt Rearh, + 
Nor Wards expreſs it at their furthelt Streb, 
The Torments that the damm d do undergo, '" © 
Into the fiery Flames of Hell below. 


+ 
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It will oppreſs. and ſadly rack. the Mia 
To think no Succour nor Relief they ll find... 


What diſmal Grones of Ghoſts. and racking Pain, | 


Will they now find that are co 3/294 d to: en ** 
And are then. placd intd that dire Abode, 8 
To ſuffer Vengeance of an angry Gd? N“ 
That dreadful Gulph, low as the Centre lies, - wo 
By far much-deeper than Earth to the Skies; 
Such loud Laments would rent the ligurd Air, 
Into that place they ſhall. for ever hear; 
All that within that gloomy Deep remain, 
Deſparr of Fardon, and are ſure of Pain. 

No Creature can expreſs nor ſurely know, ... 
The Torments'that the damm d endure below * 

It ſurely is a moſt tormenting Pain, WL 
Which thoſe poor Wreitches muſt for cer "IA 
Their Offence being againlt the juſt Cod. J ns 
For which they muft endure a weighty Rod... 5e 
Conſcience ſuch. Laſhes gives to thoſe in Hell, 
Which are beyond the Power of Tongue to tell : 
Their ruffled Souls eternally will grone, "tv 


Under the t of the Holy One- os; a 


Wrapt up in Flames into a brimſtone Pls,” Sag 
From which therè s no Retreat nor yet Exile. 


A thundring God will make the dumm d to Hiver, . 


With Horror dreadful at his Juſtice cuern; 
When of God's Wrath they Hall find the ore Jaſb, 
And Hell's great Flames ſhall round about them Nuſb. 
There liqnid Lakes, of burning Sulphur flu, 0 
Fed by the fiery Springs that boil below. 
When the laft T rumpet ſounding we hall hear, \\ 
Bodies aud Souls united muſt, appear; 
Think N your Tarts will then thrab ond. 
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And thundering 6 do 1 in ile ir- 
"Twill plunge, Jy fink the W icked i 05 Deſi ſpair. 2 
Je huge Rockt will rend their Si des * under, : 
Aud the Earth's. Flames flaſh the hh obe Us e 
With Fires down burli ing 188 h the At obere. 
And black Cloud, of Smoke ariving 55770 anc 78 | 
Surely the M orld "Will tremble with its vaſt 42 
When, forth to fi. lage comes a moſ} righicous God. - 
The Graves and Seas muſt render up their Dead, 
For to be judged. by the great Churches Head. \ 
When the awful Voice of the Fudge takes Way, - 
To raiſe the Dead out from, oy 7555 of G. 
The Godly ſhall in Tu dgment fir rhe a : 
Enter the Toys 770570 & for you they'l, KD 
The Fudge, will doom the Wicked i ſanto | Fell, 
The Torments there are too prolix io tell. TY 
He will them judge for each committed 2 \ | 
Enquire into the > Mates. Place and Time. 
Then muft the Wicked all their Aﬀs reveal, 5 
Loth to confeſs, unable to conceal.” * 
From the fin Moment of their 22900 Hoh,” N 
To their laſt Hour of unrepenting Death © = 
With in hel? reckon that heav 4 the pond” rous 
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Aud Mane Earths Globe to float i in ; curling Ae 
Ev'n with that God whom all the Storms 2% 
And jarring Windi 10 o him at once give Wi a 
He will them plunge into t he gloomy Deep, _ | 
Where they eternally ſhall howl and H 5 
In Adamantint Chains they ſhall be bound, 8 
And in HelPs Flames ee! the eternal M. ound, 
With gloomy Rate. in ſubterran buf Cell, | 
In the ſurrounding Shades of Darkneſs gal, 0 8 
Hid in unwholſome Covert of dark Nigtt,. 5 
Never to ſee a * of Chearing Light - 
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